Address On Hoiiness

BY CATHERINE BOOTH.

What a deal there is of going to meetings and get-
ting\bléssed, and then going away and living just the
same, until sometimes we, who are constantly engaged.
in trying to bring people nearer to God, go away so

* discouraged that our hearts are almost broken.

We feel that people go back again from the place
where we have led them, instead of stepping up to the
place to which God is calling them. They come and
come, and we are, as the Prophet says, unto them a
very pleasant. instrument, or a very
unpleasant one, as the case may be;
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have felt His hand! You have had your i
threshhold! You have been almost in, and
have drawn back through unbelief. Shall
again to-night? God forhid! Will you step
Will you venture? Will you trust? Will you
into the arms of Omnipotent Love, mdtru}
consequences? Never mind if you do ¢
thing happens to you that never happened m
else in the world’s history; God will take mc
Never mind if the devil does comé around
sider” you, as he did Job, and afflict you ¥
and put you upon the dunghill—you will u h
there with Jesus than in a palace without F
this caring for consequences! The devil
grand possibilities open to many of you; he ki
only what you might

and so they go away, and do not get
anything. They do not make any
definite advance. We, have not com-
municated unto them any spiritual
gift. They merely have their feelings
stirred, and, consequently, they live_
the next week exactly as they lived
the last, and go down under the
temptation just as they did before.

Would you dream  for a moment ,
from readmg the New Testament |
_ that this was the kind of thing God
v:mum His provisions: of “graee]
axﬁﬁivatmn" Is there not a defi- |
“nite-end in every promise, exhorta- |
tion and command? God -is .most |
definite in His requirements and |
promises, and in the provision which 3
he has made; and yet many of
the Lord’s people are perpet-
ually and persistently indefinite. They go to and fro,
like a door on its hinges, and never get anything from
the Lord. We want you absolutely to get something
from the Ird, and we are quite sure ‘you may and
will, if you comply with the condition: The Lord is
ready to give you that particular measure of grace,
;strength, and salvation which you need. Now that you
// have come up to the threshhold of the goodly end, there
is only one thing which can keep you out, providetl you
have made the needed consecration. Of course, if you

are holding anything back, then you can never come in .

until you give that up. If you are cleaving to some
doubtful thing, and don’t give God the benefit of the
doubt, you can never come in; but, if you see this, and
make the necessary consecration, if you really desire
this blessing, there is only one thing which can pos-
sibly keep you out of its enjoyment, and that is—un-
elief.,

It wilk be said of you, in yéars fﬂ come, as it was
said of some in olden times, “They*pnured not in be-
cause of unhelief?” You haye comé:tight up to the
threshhold, and some of you have been there many
a time. Oh! what gracious inﬂuences you have been
the subject of. You have seen throuzh the veil! You
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‘will never come up-again.

ple who have been coming
they have gone back m

law of the kingdom, from b
cording to your faith be it u
things soever ye desire, when
ye receive them, and ye shall
‘truth has uttered it—‘ye shall
will you? Have you let go all? /
Are you leaving all ‘behind you!
from to-night to cut from the p
any provision for the flesh to f
you will bid the ‘things that are bel

close your eyes on them, and fix
of the prize of your life until you
1f you will, God will give you #
to do it; He is here.. The Holy
leading many of you up; He |
k seconding what I am saying,

saying, “Come, beloved; come |
house;” He wants to bhum
Spirit. Now then, will you ¢
you not to draw back, but to
on, press on, never minding
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‘How to Love the ,Book

To the majority of professing Christians the Bible
is, F-doubt not, what it once was to me, an awfully dry
“book, a very little of which would be more than enough
for many days. To ah ever-increasing number, thank
God, the Bible is becoming the best of all books, more
attractive than the best story ever written, and the
only soul-satisfying portion I have found in the past
nearly forty years of Bible reading, that that has
made the Bible a new book to me has made it also a
new and living book to hundreds of others, and I pray
that my testimony may accomplish yet more in this di-
rection.

The Bible can become a charming and attractive
hook only to
spiritual people,
for to the natur-
al man it is fool-
ishness, 1 Cor.
2:14, If the
Bible is to you
dull and unin-
teresting,

per-
haps you are not
..born again, even .

though you may

be a church

member. If,

however, you i

can say to the

Saviour, with a

clear conscience,

- “Lord, Thou knowest that I do aceept Thee as my Sa-
“viour, and rely wholly on Thy merits,” and are, there-
fore, born again, John 1:12, 18, yet do not love the
' Bible, it must be because you are not taking Him at
His word, that it is now all settled and you are for-
ever His. :

Anna Shipton says in her little book, “Tell Jesus,”

that she had passed from death to life, but was not

resting on the infallible testimony of the Word of

God that is was-so. I lived that kind of a life for sey-
eral years, outwardly somewhat consistent, regular in
qttendanoe on ordinances, a Sunday school teacher and
a tract distributor, but it was all from a sense of
duty, and other books swere far moreé attractive than
my Bible. But in the summer of 1873 I saw in John
.5:24, and 1 Jo with John 1:12, and 1 John
5:11-18, that it privjlege to know on the au-
thority of God’s Word that I had also the forgiveness
of sins, and would never be called upon to answer for
them, Isaiah 43:25; was actually a child of God, ac-
cepted in His dear Son, and that no power could pluck
me out of His hand, Eph. 1:6; John 10:27, 28. How
my soul revelled in these facts! What peace  and joy,
~ what new life, how God did talk to my soul in His
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Word! That was the beginning of my love for
Bible, and it has been growing ever since. - All spirifu;
blessings are mine; every precious promlse is mine,
and the indwelling Holy ‘Spirit delights to take of the
things of Christ and show them unto us, thus making
us to know the things that are freely given to us in
Him, Eph. 1:3; 2 Peter 1:8, 4; John 16:14, 15; 1 Cor
A 12 s

Then I was led to see that this salvation so freely
given to me was a threefold salvation; that, being
mine, I was to work it out in my daily life, presenting
my body to Him a living sacrifice, that He might w
in me both to will and to do of His good pleasure, and
that it would be consummated only when in the resu
rection morning I should receive an immorhl
just like His glorious body. This threefold sa
is clearly seen in such passages as Romans 5'1,
Titus 2:11-13; 1 John 3:2, 8.

Thus Bible truths began to systematize in
and I

one or other of these three h di n
ice, Glo:v,

Then, realizing by belie\zing
a member of the Body of
interests will become yours,
what He has done, is doing 1
other words, you will learn to
in reference to, the Jew, the
God, 2 Tim. 2:15; 1 €or. 1
then begin to open up to you :
from Genesis to Revelation,
to the earth that will be, n
whole record, and nothing
charmed and captivated by the

~‘poses of Him who seeth the

and declareth the same,
stand, andlwilldoallw
The Law, the Prophets and
as attractive to you as

the Revelation, for eve

has taken you unto E
_privilege of being a

which He will do soi




