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EDITORIAL

EMEMBERING that Christianity huns for its main purpose the
R making of man holy, we can the more easily understand a

great many things in the Bible. We might make the statement
stronger, and say that the only purpose or object of Christianity is
personal or individual holiness. All other accomplishments or re-
gults of the Christian system are incidental. In an important sensc
holiness is a key to the Bible. Civilization, civic justice, social uplift,
reformation of individuals or nations or communitics, the clevation
of ideals, education of the masses, are all incidental to the funda-
mental idea of. holiness in the Christian system. They are, so to
spenk, by-products of the great Christian scheme. Tn the process of
making men holy, and partly also as the result of this process, these
reforming and civilizing and uplifting influences are set in motion.
" With this idea of holiness as its main purpose, we read the Bible
with a clearer understanding. We can understand the Mosaic ritual,
and the Jewish sacrificial system better. The vietim without spot or
blemish, which was required in sacrificing, typifics under the fully
developed antitype, the holiness without which no man can scc the
Lord. The pricsthood is alone understood in this light. The sundry
“washings” and “cleansings” of the ceremonial system are but typical
of the personal cleansing to be required in the coming age when
Christ the Great High Priest, would be manifested to destroy the
works of the Devil.
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The tabernacle, with its court and Hply of Holies, and furniture,
and its every appurtenance, becomes a marvelous lesson in type of
holiness unto the Lord, as man’s need and privilege and glory under
the blood of the Lamb, slain from the foundation of the world. It is
thus we read a new and decper meaning in the Temple, -its worship.
its High Priest, and its wondrous system of sacrifices. The very
garb of the High Priest, not only speaks of atonement, but also of
holiness unto the Lord. In the typology of the Bible, in its history,
its chronology, its system of worship, its prophecy, its Psalms of
praise, and its poetry, we have holiness as the keynotc and the under-
lying purpose and lesson. To ignore holiness as a provision for man,
the Bible is a book hard to understand, and full of mysteries. To
recognize holiness as the central idea, and the great fundamental
purpose of Christianity, renders luminous and perfeetly plain almost
the whole range of the Bible’s contents. The Bible is a record of God’s
great plan and method of recovering man from his fall, and restor-
ing to him the image of holiness in which he was originally made,
but lost by sin.

Our .trouble being radical, our inward nature being fallen and
sinful by Adam’s fall, no mere example of life, however resplendent
and beautiful, could reach the depths of our nced. The leprosy lies
too deep within to be reached and remedied by the outward influence
of any mere example. There was needed radieal, constitutional, reme-
dial power, applied within the abysmal depths, where the .mnalady
resided, to emancipate, cleanse, and bind back to God the estranged
and wrecked soul of lost man. Hence we hear that “If we walk in
the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all Sin.”

Blood and cleansing from all sin! The power lies in the shed blood.
The application is made of this power by the Holy Spirit. The work
accomplished is that of “cleansing from all sin” The condition on

which we are to get this mighty work done, is that “we walk in the

light as he_ia in the light.” This is the culmination, the full flowering
forth and fruitage of the glorious system of Christianity, provided
in and by the sacrifice of the Yord Jesus Christ.

Responsibility and Cougage

APPY the man whose courage keeps pace with his responsi-
bility. It should ever be the case that a courageous, heroic
spiril should measure up to the changes in, or the increase
of, responsibility. Where this is the case, there will be less of a
temptation or disposition to shirk responsibility. Where this does
not prevail, but where the degree of courage fails to keep pace with
responsibility, the temptation becomes great to dodge burdcns and
to evade new mponsnbllmea.
The Savior had something like this in view in the injunction:
“Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up

_this dut}y a great crouss.

his cross, and follow me.” The full force of this injunction will not
bo manifest. unleqsv\!e stress the swvord “his.” It is not the cross
of Christ here reféired to. Great, glorious, divine as is the blessed
aross of Christ, it is not the cross here referred to.. There is no
hope, no peace, no salvation; theie is no support or rescue in the
troubles and sorrows of life save in the power of the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ. It is a blessed experience with thousands, not
only to be saved by the matchless power of the cross, but to be
supported and solaced in hours of darkness and testing by its mighty
power. Yet, when the Savior says to His hearers, that every one
who would come after Him must take up “his” cross, He meant
the individual’s eross.” He would have them understand that in
the Christian life each of us will find here and there duties, burdeils,
difficultics which will be to us real crosses, and that as we meet these
we must get under them, and manfully bear our eross in qelf denying
heroism if we would follow Him.
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In coming to the cross of Christ either for salvation. from sin.
or for support and comfort and strength in sorrow and difficulty
in the Christian life, we come in wcakness and in dependence,
trusting in the infinite love and power of the blessed cross for
strength and help. It is different with the cross to which the Master
refers in the passage quoted. In taking up these crosses which
we meet in our pathway in the way of difficulties or burdens, we
are to approach them in n masculine spirit, with a purpose of
great determination, with heroism and manliness. We are not to
shift a rcsponsibility or a burden because it is a new one or a
heavy one, but with Spartan courage we must get under it and bear it. -
In thus dealing with our crosses in the practical Christian life
we will find that in the very act of bearing them they will become
light, and a menns of strength and grace. Suppose the duty of
forgiveness meets us in life’s way. We have been greatly wronged
by somec one, and perhaps repeatedly so used. Now to discharge
the New Testament command of forgiveness in the premises, makes
‘Weé must not attempt to evade or dodge
it, but walk squarely under it, and forgive the offender. The same
is truc when we have been the aggressor, and nced forguene&
It is indeed a cross to us to say, “I have done wrong.” To make
such a confession and apelogy requires a manly spirit, yet we must
bear this cross. There are very many such crosses that meet us in
the pathway of life which we must personally bear, and not-expeet
Christ to bear for us. To be sure, the avenue of prayer is .open,
and if we need new grace and strength to bear these crosses we
can seek it of God, and ¥e will help us. Yet, after all, we will
never be able to bear ‘these crosses, and will never get help divine
to bear them, until we have rallied to the duty every ounce of manli-
ness, courage, and heroism which we possess.
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This is a great Iesson to learn. The very process of such burden-
bearing is a benign diseipline out of which we will always come
stronger and happicr and sweeter in our experience. Such a regimen
always results in bringing us closer and closer to Christ. The habit
of thus bearing our crosses manfully will not only reveal to us the
fact that the crosses were found to be lighter and easier in the act
of bearing them than we anticipated, but cvery cross thus borne
will help us all the more to bear those that are to follow.

There is one other side to this lesson, with which we close. The
habit of heroically bearing our own personal burdens will tend to
develop in us a feeling of sympathy and brotherliness for our brethren
who are engaged in bearing their peculiar burdens. Our experience
in such burden bearing will thus preparc us to be mutually sym-
pathetic and helpful in this benign work of taking up our crosses.

NoTHING RECEIVES a sterner rebuke in God’s whole Word than the
hireling ministry. Ezekiel administered special rebuke to this class,
and through him God warned the faithless shepherds that He would
be against them, that He would require the flock at their hands, that
He would deprive them of their call and their position as shepherds
and bring them to personal dire want.

Jrsus pEcLAREs ‘Himself to be the Bread of Life. This menns
that we will find no satisfaction out of Christ, but that in Him we
will find fulness and sufficiency of strength and grace.









are upon the righteous, and his ears are

open unto their cry” (Psalm 34: 15). Jesus
also sald, “When thou prayest, enter into thy
closet, and when thou hast shut the door, pray
to thy Father which is in secret, and thy Fa-
ther which seeth in secret shall reward thee
openly” (Matt. 6: 6). He uses the like words
concerning almsgiving in verse 4. The subject
thought 18 contained in God seeth {n secret.
His sight is without defect. It is an all-pene-
trating, secret sight, an all-reaching foresight,
and an all-searching insight. His judgment is
accordingly perfect, and His cognizance or
knowledge can never be improved upon, There
is no hiding before Him. There is no hypocrisy
concealed from Him, and there is no deceiving
of Him by means of untruth.

But sinners are bold with deceit. They lie
to God. They hide in darkness with their deeds.
They boast, they feign, they dissemble, and
they dare to mock the majesty of God as well
as of law. Adam, the first sinner, hid lest God
should gsee his shame. But men have now got-
ten so bad they have become shameless in their
deeds. Deceiving, lying, cheating, and taking
of advantage in trade is so common that men
have no thought of the eyes of God. To “do as
you please,” or independende of Providence,
with unthankfulness, characterizes the most ot
souls. Daring with deadly weapons, and escap-
ing into darkness, is getting more prevalent in
America every day, a8 God and all of the invisi-
ble world looks on. Jesus sald, “Men love dark-
ness rather than light, because their deeds are
evil” (John 3: 19). But darkness is as day
with the Lord. He sees it all. Let the deed be
done ever so dark, and hidden from the justice
of men, there comes a time to sinners when it
will be revealed, found out, and the sinner will
be exposed to justice. (Num. 32: 23.) For there
are hosts of witnesses, as well as God; and the
judgment is coming as sure as death.

Depraved hearts, boasters of self, black crim-
inals, 'and murderers, seek honor and applause
even for their fearful deeds. They call it brav-
ery, to be smart, and some of them seek glory
in gifts of stolen goods; and genercsity or phil-
anthropy in almsgiving; but strange as God
sees things, He holds a poor woman's pence of
greater wvalue than the thousands of dollars
given by the rich. God is watching the chil-
dren of men. He 1s forming His judgment in
what they do. He measures the cup of every
man's life. He himself will be witness to all
purposes, intents, and deeds. He will be Judge,
and the Executive of every soul. But with us
much money counts, for it is to go for debts, the
church, the preacher, the Sunday school, or for
poor people.- Well, God sees this, too; but He
keeps accounts different from the way we see
things. Jesus once said, “This people honoreth
me with their lips, but their heart {a far from
me” (Mark T: 6). People who do things to be
seen, suppose that God should look upon their
deeds when they are questionably dome. Jeaus
sald, “They have their reward. It is wrltten,
True worshippers shall worship the Father In
spirit and in truth, for the ¥Father seeketh such
to worship him” (John 4: 23).

Now, upon earth we have all sorts of worship-
ers. God has a great spectacle before His eyes;
but it is not all of vislon, it is what His all-
wise judgment sees. Jesus points out that hyp-
ocrites love to be seen and heard of men. The
heathen ..51ke much noise to be heard. Nomi-
nal Chrisuians glve themselves to forms and
berhaps to rituals. Some are devoted to “vain
repetitions’; so that God sees but few worship-
ers who worship Him in true faith and from
the heart. God teaches secret devotion; He
watches for that; He hates a show of worship.
Yet even noifse counfs with H!m when the cry
tomes from the heart. It {s written, I will
look even to him that ts poor and of a contrite

THE Psalmist says, “The eyes of the Lord
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apirit and tremmetlt'a’ffmy word” (JTsa, 68: 2).
The helpless peoplé B¥e touched by the Lord’s
emotions, affections, and sympathy, because He
sees ahd hears. God will reward openly every
honest, needy prayer. How unwise are those
who worship to be seen, and to be heard of men.

Some worship or preach for speculation, or
for the money obtainable. Indeed, some are
well paid, and will have no further reward.
Others quit their calling for something which
may pay better, and wiil deserve nuv reward.
This takes in many pastors and evanpgellsts.
To support the gospel 1s’ Christian duty, and
woe to the church that fails to do her obliga-
tlon. But men who fleece the people are called
wolves. Jesus sald, “Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep's clothing, but in-
wardly they are ravening wolves” (Matt: 7: 15).

Jesus knows His _a'Wn. and dlscérns the wolves
also, Such men’ live high, abuse their privi-
leges, and are worse than murdererse of the
sheep; for they lead souls to hell. These hypo-
crites usually are low, reckless, and shameless
sinners.

Jesus added, “By thelr fruits ye shali know
them.” Others may act quite nice, and keep up
a good reputation, havlag a bad purpose. But
Jesus sees and counts each deed of evil they do.
As a rule they oppose holiness; but we have
also found holiness preachers who morally were
as low. Some who would not pay their debts;
others who were full of lasciviousness, or had
two or more wives. All such lack in the fear of
God; are voild of the love of God. God’'s eyes
follow them. He knows thelr secrets, and will
judge each one (Ecc. 12: 14).

The New Birth a Radical Change

C. H. Lancaster :

“Hreept « man be born again he can not sce
the kingdom of God. . .. Yc must be born again”
John 3:3, T.

ERE Jesus was talking to Nicodemus,
Hwho was evidently inquiring the way of
everlasting life. Nicodemus was a Phari-
see, & member of the proudest, narrowest, and
most exclusive sect to be found; he was a Jew.
This Jew, Nicodemus, “came to Jesus by night,”
and confessed that our Lord had more than
ordinary power, for he sald: “We know thou
art a teacher come from God: for no man can
do these miracles that thou doest except God
be with him.” Jesus answered and said: “BEx-
cept & man be bofn again he can not see the
kingdom of God.” This Pharlsee was not satis-
fied with this statement, so he proceeded to
argue the question with Jesus, and sald:
"How can & man be born when he is old?"
Jesus was not speaking of a physical birth;
but a spiritual, and after Jesus had proceeded
to tell him about the spiritual birth, he asked:
“How can these things be?”’ There are thou-
sands of church members over the world today
who are just as ignorant as Nicodemus, when
it comes to an experimental knowledge of
God's saving grace. This man should not have
stopped one moment to argue the question with
Jesus; whatsoever our Lord has said should
settle the matter without further controversy.

1. The new birth is a necessary change.
‘Ye must be orn agaln.” There are some
things that may be, but this one thing (if we
are to ever see God) must be. These state-
ments by our Lord can not be reasoned nor
explained away; they are unmovable; not to be
cast aside. Many things are being substituted
for the new birth, but they can not take its
place.

Education says: ‘'Learn again.” QGain
knowledge, skill; and truly men may acquire
knowledge, and be endowed with great human
skill, but these things can not take the place
of the new birih.

Philosophy says: “Think again.” Wisdom,
oli Wisdom — knowledge of phenomena — ex-
planation of the reason of things.

Reformatlon says: “Try again.” To grow
better, or slmply amend your ways. Reforma-
tion {8 not salvation, and the man or woman
who takes {t as such ‘will soon break down;

“Do thy little, though it be
Dreariness and drudgery ;
They whom Christ gpostles made
Gathered fragments when he bade.”
P

snmething must be done besides making resolu-
tions, promises, and turning over new leaves;
or even being baptized and jJoining some
church., A man or woman had as well have
their names on a board fence as a church roll,
unless they have been “born again.”

Priestcraft saya: ‘Pray agsain.”
peat prayers — religious frauds.

Formallem says: “Worship again.” Many
there are who have the form but deny the
power; they are ceremonious, precise.

Jesus says: “Except a man be born again
he can not see the kingdom of God. .. . Ye
must be born again.” .

To live in heaven we must have the life of
heaven. We can live fn no. world without {ts
life; 1t belongs to the very nature of things,
and nature is divided Into kingdoms, and each
has its own laws.

(a) The vegetable must reach down and
take up the mineral.

(b) The animal must take up the vegstable.

(¢) The humarp must take up the animal.

One of the laws of nature {s that the lower
can not get into the higher unless the higher
reaches down and takes it up,

The new birth means that Jesus Christ must
reach down and take up the human into Him-
eelf. Man is far from God in his natural cont
dition and therefore can not rise to the spiritual
lite unless God reaches down and brings him
up. o
2. The new birth 418 & radical change. A
radical change is that which goes down into
the very'roots of our nature and completely
changes our lives. Rav. J. Gregory Mantle tells
the following story, which is to the point: A
raw countryman brought a gun to a gunsmith
for repairs. The gunsmith examined it and
found it too far gone for repafrs.

Say or re-

He said, “Your gun is in a worn out, ruinous
cendition.. What sort of repairing do you want?”
“Well,” said the countryman. “I don't see as I
can do with anything short of A new stock, a new
lock, and a new barrel; that ought to set it up.”
"Why,” eaid the smith, “you had better have a
new gun altogether. ‘“Ab.” said the man, “I never
thought of that; a new lock, a new stock and &
new barrel is about equal to a new gun. and that's
what I'll have.” That is just the kind of repair-
ing human nature requires, and when a man is
born of the Spirit, the whole man is affected by
this radical change, and ‘only thus can he become
a subject in the spiritual kingdom. Evil is so in-
wrought into his condition and habits that he
needs to be completely, spiritually reconstructed
in order that he may even see the kingdom of
God. It is the shame of mar that ‘he. has fallen
s0 low; that the whole head is sick and the whole
heart faint; and it is man’s glory that he has a
eapacity for God; that he is capable of being born
plans here, and of ecnjoying His companivnship
again. . of entering into dfeliowship - with God's
hereafter.” : o o '
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