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That all those eminently styled “ the elect ” will infallibly 
persevere to the end.*

QUERIES RESPECTING THE METHODISTS.f

Q u e s t io n  1. Whether the number of the Methodists is 
considerable among the students and learned men.

Answer. The number of the Methodists is not consider­
able among the students and learned men.

Q. 2. Whether at Oxford, where the Methodists first 
sprung up, there be still many of them among the scholars.

A. There are very few of them now left among the 
scholars at Oxford.

Q. 3. Whether they are all of one mind, and whether 
they have the same principles. Especially,

Q. 4. Whether those Methodists that are still at Oxford 
approve of the sentiments and actions of Mr. Whitefield and 
Messrs. Wesley.

A. They are all of the same principles with the Church 
of England, as laid down in her Articles and Homilies; 
and, (4.) do accordingly approve of the sentiments of Mr. 
Whitefield and Mr. Wesley, and of their publishing them 
elsewhere, since they have been shut out of the churches.

Q. 5. How they came to revive those doctrines, hitherto 
neglected by the Clergy of the Church of England, of 
predestination, the new birth, and justification by faith 
alone. And,

* Mr. Moore says, “ Mr. Wesley told me, that, at the time he wrote this, he 
believed, with Macarius, that all who are perfected in love, 1 John iv., were thus 
elect. But he afterwards doubted of this.”— Life o f M r. Wesley, vol. i., p. 503.

The entire document, which appears to have been written at an early period 
of Mr. Wesley’s public life, shows, to great advantage, his logical acumen and 
love of peace; but “ evidently leans too much towards Calvinism,” as will 
appear on comparing it with his later writings, and especially with his “ Predes­
tination calmly considered.”—E d i t .

+ These Queries seem to have been addressed to Mr. Wesley by some person 
in Holland or Germany. The document bears the date of 1741 ; and appears to 
have been written before Mr. Whitefield’s separation from him. See Mr. Moore’s 
Life of Mr. Wesley, vol. i., p. 543.— Ed i t .
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Q. 6. Whether they have had the same from the Mora­
vian Brethren.

A. Predestination is not a doctrine taught by the Method­
ists. But they do teach, that men must be born again, and 
that we are saved through faith : And, (6.) the latter of 
these they learned from some of the Moravian Brethren; 
the former, by reading the New Testament.

Q. 7. Whether they be orthodox in other doctrinal points, 
and whether they lead an unblamable Christian life.

A. They openly challenge all that hear them to answer 
those questions, “ Which of you convinceth me of sin?” or 
of teaching any doctrine contrary to the Scripture? And 
the general accusation against them is, that they are 
“ righteous overmuch.^’

Q. 8. Whether they strictly regulate themselves according 
to the rule and discipline of the Moravian Brethren; except 
that they still keep and observe the outward worship 
according to the Church of England.

A. They do not regulate themselves according to 
the discipline of the Moravians, but of the English 
Church.

Q. 9. Whether they do any real good among the common 
people.

A. Very many of the common people among whom they 
preach were profane swearers, and now fear an oath ; were 
gluttons or drunkards, and are now temperate; were whore­
mongers, and are now chaste; were servants of the devil, 
and are now servants of God.

Q. 10. Why the Bishops do not effectually inhibit them, 
and hinder their field and street preaching.

A. The Bishops do not inhibit their field and street 
preaching, (1.) Because there is no law in England against 
i t : (2.) Because God does not yet suffer them to do it 
without law.

Q. 11. Whether the Archbishop of Canterbury is satisfien 
with them, as we are told.

A. The Archbishop of Canterbury is not satisfied with 
them; especially since Mr. Molther, in the name of the 
Moravian Church, told his Grace their disapprobation of 
them, and, in particular, of their field-preaching.

Q. 12. Whether their private assemblies or societies are 
orderly and edifying.



A. Their private assemblies and societies are orderly, and 
many say they find them edifying.

Q. 13. What opinion the Presbyterians, and particularly 
Dr. Watts, has of them.

A. Most of the Presbyterians, and most of all other 
denominations, are of opinion, mueh religion hath made 
them mad.

Q. 14. Whether there are any Methodists among the 
Episcopal Clergy of the Church of England.

A. Mr. Whitefield, Hutchins, Robson, and the two 
Messrs. Wesley, and several others, are Priests of the 
Episcopal Church of England.
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1778—Q u e s t io n . What Preachers have died this year?
Answer. Thomas Hosking, a young man, just entering 

on the work; zealous, active, and of an unblamable behaviour. 
And Richard Burke, a man of faith and patience, made 
perfect through sufferings; one who joined the wisdom and 
calmness of age with the simplicity of childhood.

1779 Q. What Preachers have died this year?
A. George Shorter, an Israelite indeed; a lively, zealous 

active man; a witness of full salvation, and an earnest 
exhorter of all believers to aspire after it. And James 
Gaffney, a young man of considerable abilities, wise above 
his years. He was snatched away by a galloping consump­
tion ; but was fully delivered from the fear of death, and 
was unspeakably happy, though in violent pain, till his spirit 
returned to God.

1780—Q. What Preachers have died this year?
A Samuel Wells, a sensible, honest, upright man, who 

put forth all his strength in every part of his work. He
•  Extracted from the Minutes of the Annual Conferences__ E d i i .


