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/N editor

The Lasting Power
of Love

his year will be remembered, among other things, as the year of the
T return of the POWs. Marked indelibly on the minds of Americans
is the picture of gaunt men saluting the officers who welcomed them
back home after weary months that dragged on into years in the prison
camps of southeast Asia. The scene was repeated again and again, al-
ways the familiar air force jet plane in the background, always the slight
hitch or hint-of a limp in the stride, always the proud tribute to the
country they loved and to which they were grateful for support and
strength. Only the faces changed. But they were back.

Then the stories began to be told of life in the hands of fanatical
revolutionaries whose code of conduct was quite different from that
which was agreed upon by the Geneva Convention and the free world.
They told of cruel treatment, beatings, and torture. They told of being
in cells no larger than a coat closet for weeks, all alone. They told of
swollen faces and broken jaws, of loose teeth and bleeding mouths, and
of severe bruises resulting from the beatings they endured. One pri-
soner’'s arm was broken and then was moved up and down like a pump
handle in an attempt to force him to reveal secrets to his captors.

Now a ray of light in the gloomy account of confinement is also be-
ginning to come through, with the testimony of Christian men who
found strength and hope through faith in Christ during their ordeal.
Typical of such reports was that of Capt. Jeremiah A. Denton of Atlan-
ta. He told George W. Cornell, Associated Press religion writer, of the
escalating tortures he went through as the enemy tried to get him to be-
tray communication methods used among the prisoners. After five days
in a “torture rig,” he wrote something useless for his captors, “but they
didn’t buy it.” He went on to say:

“They put me back into the same rig for five more days and that
was the time | simply told God He would just have to take over. | had
reached the end. | knew that if | had to write the next time, | would
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write something harmful, so I just turned myself over to Him.

“1 have never had a prayer answered so spectacularly in my life. As
soon as | got that prayer out, this mantle of comfort came over me and |
couldn’t feel any more pain. Even when they beat. .. me and tightened
the torture rig to the maximum, | was just as comfortable as if | were sit-
ting in a plush auto.”

He and others say they believe it was God’s power, as an answer to
their prayers, that brought them through. They shared scriptures they
had memorized, and were able to put together key portions of the Bible
through memory. They whispered scripture verses to each other in their
solitary confinement when the guards were not around. Their love for
Christ—and His love for them—made the difference.

This must be what St. Paul was describing when he wrote, “ Charity
[love] suffereth long . . . beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth
all things, endureth all things” (1 Cor. 13:4, 7). Love does endure all
things. There is lasting power in it that cannot be found in other sources.

But even more significant things than Captain Denton’s experience
were taking place in the prison camps. Some of the men broke under the
torture, and told all they knew. They were asked how the other pri-
soners treated them when they returned to their cells, after having failed
to resist and having broken under pressure. They reported that the other
prisoners would put their arms around them, welcome them back, and
assure them they were forgiven for their failure. Each man seemed to
understand that he too might be the next to fail. There was no inclina-
tion on their part to be judgmental. They understood, and they loved,
and it was this spirit of love, understanding, and forgiveness that drew
them together into a community of fellow sufferers able to endure and
survive.

Love brought some men through and kept them from breaking.
That is good news. But love helped others forgive those who had failed.
It gave them the capacity to understand and the compassion to be pa-
tient. They knew they might be the next to fail, and they were not in-
clined to cast the first stone at a brother who had sinned. It was this
spirit of forgiveness among the prisoners that kept them from insanity
and self-destruction. That is even better news!

Should not this example of love’'s lasting power be a reminder to
Christ’s Church? Do we sometimes forget our lessons from the lips of Je-
sus, who challenged us to “judge not” and whose example was to forgive
rather than to condemn? He does indeed hate and condemn sin, but to
the sinner He declares, “Neither do | condemn thee: go, and sin no
more” (John 8:11). He taught us to pray, “Forgive us ... as we forgive,”
and promised, “If ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you: but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither
will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Matt. 6:14-15).

It is heartening to those who have not lost all hope in humanity to
know that men being tortured as prisoners of war were sustained by
faith, by love, and by the spirit of unity and forgiveness that existed
among them. It should be a source of encouragement to Christ’s Church,
who of all people in the world should be expressing agape for the other
members of His body, even when they break under the pressure of Sa-
tan’s power.
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More good is done with a sermon less polished
but with a pastor’s children a credit to the
message than with a sermon masterpiece eroded
by the disobedient child in the parsonage.

The Pastor’s Responsibility
to His Own Family

By Franklin Butler*

he pastor’'s family IS somewhat
T like the proverbial shoemaker’s
family who never had good shoes to
wear because the shoemaker was
kept so busy making shoes for every-
one else in town. The layman’s chil-
dren can go to the pastor with prob-
lems they cannot bring themselves to
discuss with their parents, but to
whom can the pastor’s children go?

Although 1 feel I have had many
failures in this area myself, | did
make one choice which is doubtless
responsible for some success. | chose
the right mother for our children and
we were determined to have a Chris-
tian home.

There is always the problem of
time. The minister does not punch
out on a time clock and have the
remainder of the day after 5 p.m. for
himself. The problem is compounded
for home mission pastors who have
to hold down a secular job, and for
those who are finishing up ministe-
rial studies.

Early in my ministry | heard a
story about a judge who undertook to
write a book. He spent years in re-
search on his project. He was always
busy in his study, and his study was
off limits to his family. One of his
sons seemed to get into one juvenile
scrape after another. Then one day

*Paper presented to Dakota District pastors,
Church of the Nazarene.
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the judge’s masterpiece was finished
and published, and received with ac-
claim in legal circles. He passed his
son coming out of one of the court-
rooms in the custody of two officers.
He was on his way to begin serving a
long prison sentence. As he passed
his father in the hall, the boy flung
at him, “Well, Dad, | see you fin-
ished your book.”

Unsaved teen-agers in the parson-
age can undo half the good work
their father accomplishes. We can ac-
complish as much good with a
sermon half as polished, and children
who complement our message with
commendable behavior than with
the more highly polished sermon
made half as effective by the erosion
of a disobedient preacher’s kid.

Many of us are in communities
where ours is the only voice proclaim-
ing “holiness unto the Lord.” No one
else is going to save our children. Few
other churches are saving anyone’s
children, or getting them sanctified.
If we are going to see them saved and
sanctified, we are going to have to
lead them into these experiences our-
selves.

There is no magic formula. Some
have suggested that there be a cer-
tain night each week which always
belongs to the family. 1 have never
made such a plan work. But when we
consider the importance of this ele-
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ment of our ministry we will find
some way to meet the needs of our
children.

Following are a few practical sug-
gestions:

First, avoid damaging your minis-
try in the minds of your children.
Why should they desire to have what
you are preaching about if no one sit-
ting under your ministry is above
criticism? If there is something wrong
with everyone in your church, why
should they even try to measure up?
You may not always be able to keep
the laymen from having “roast
preacher” for Sunday dinner, but
you can be sure you avoid serving
“roast layman” to your family.

Second, be consistent in your daily
living before your children. Pastors
and laymen alike lose more children
from the church and from the Lord
because of their own inconsistent liv-
ing than any other single cause.

Third, make up for the lack of
guantity of time with your children
by making the quality count.

Our family has gone almost every-
place together—camps, zone rallies,
district assemblies, visiting relatives.
Parents need to get away from the
children occasionally, but your child-
ren will quickly know whether you
are trying to escape from them all the
time or whether you wish they could
go along.

We have kept a few things sacred

in the home. Family altar has never
been neglected. Mealtime has been
held very important. We have kept
the mealtime a little bit sacramental.
No one is lightly excused from being
at the table with the family. Fre-
qguently we will use the best dishes
and silver for meals—sometimes even
candles. It wasn't our boys who
peeked up and down the table to try
to decide which salad to eat. Every
meal is preceded with someone in
the family asking the blessing—even
on picnics, or with sack lunches, or in
restaurants.

Dad was always at the head of the
table. Mother was always at the other
end. Some of our most precious
memories are of the years when there
were two boys on each side of the ta-
ble. The youngest was as often fed by
Dad as he was by Mother.

I'm sure we made many mistakes,
but we must have done some things
right. All four boys are a credit to the
kingdom of God. All are active in our
own beloved church. The two who
have married have fine Christian
wives. | felt more than repaid for any
privations when one of the boys said
something like this: “Dad, if we had
to choose, | would rather have it just
like it is, you pastoring small church-
es and us boys happy in the Lord,
than to have you as the pastor of a
big church and some of us not serving
God.”

A congregation of people want in their midst a pastor who can
lead them into the reality of worship, who can inspire them with
brave, clean and moving preaching, who can teach them the rela-
tionship between life and religion, who can counsel them in regard
to their personal problems and comfort them in their sorrow, and
who can administer the business affairs of the parish with dispatch.
Notice the verbs involved in this list of qualifications: lead, inspire,
teach, counsel, comfort, and administer. These are the functions of
the ministry and this is the work of an artist. The acquisition of
large bodies of knowledge will not prepare a man to fulfil these

functions .
—Clarence Leidenspinner.

.. Theory and understanding are acquired with practise.
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The “pencil habit” can help the preacher

stimulate his flow of priceless ideas.

The Ebony Elephant

busy of teaching,

writing, and speaking, | have the
assistance of a wooden elephant
which sits on my desk. My grand-
mother gave him to me long ago,
carved from ebony wood and with
real ivory tusks. A small clothes
brush occupied a deep hole in his
back. The clothes brush has long
since gone the way of its lint, but the
ebony elephant remains. He is
important to me now because in that
deep hole | keep a supply of sharp-
ened pencils.

A pencil can be a marvelous de-
vice for stimulating thinking and in-
troducing order into confusion. It has
to be operated, of course, but here
are a few examples:

n a schedule

It will seem to you that the real
secret is not the pencil, but a sense of
priority and the disciplined activity
which followed. But try it. The very
act of making a list forces you to es-
tablish those priorities, and the clari-
ty of mind produced by a clear sense
of priority may well stimulate deci-
sive action. And if you carry a few
items over till tomorrow, so what?
You have made a great beginning.

2. Itis a truism that a difficult de-
cision may be solved more easily if
you write down the arguments on
both sides. Many of you have made
such lists— “for” and “against.” Do
not scorn such a humble approach
nor suppose that the Holy Spirit
would disdain to offer guidance

1 As a boy | once went with my through a pencil. The very act of put-

father to a gathering of ministers. He
was to speak on a subject assigned to
him, but shared the billing with a
successful insurance salesman. The
latter, jowly with prosperity, told
those hardscrabble preachers the
secret of his success. Each morning
he made a list of the things it was
important for him to do that day,
the most pressing at the top. Then he
did them.

by

Stanley D. Walters
Professor and Head
Program in Religion

Central Michigan University
Mount Pleasant, Mich.

November, 1973

ting things in writing forces you to see
them as they are. Sloppy thinking
suddenly looks like it. Foolish and
specious reasons lose their mask of
plausibility, while solid and cogent
thinking shows that it can bear the
light of day.

Ernest Dimmet, whose little book
The Art of Thinking (paperback,
Fawcett Library) | cordially com-
mend, says that he follows such a
practice himself. “What!” someone
asks him, “and have to reach for a
pencil and paper to make up your
mind?” “ At least,” he responds, “you
will know what your mind is, on the
subject. Better a hidden crank,” he
concludes, “than a too-visible weath-
ervane.”

3. It is the same man who confess-
es that he writes down his mistakes.
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By now it is a fat dossier, he says, and
provides him with very profitable
private reading. When you realize
that our natural bent is to conceal
our mistakes, both from others and
from ourselves, you see the wisdom
of his counsel.

Eileen Farrell, Metropolitan Opera
singer, recently forgot her words in
a public performance. She stopped
and said to the audience, “Would you
believe it? I've forgotten the words.”
When she got going again and fin-
ished the aria, she received thunder-
ous applause. Applause for a singer
who forgets? But it was also her can-
dor and honesty they applauded.
That audience has seen many forget
who never admit it. They blame the
audience, the orchestra, the conduc-
tor, the other singers, anyone but
themselves. And Miss Farrell did not
let the incident close without listing
the factors which led to her forgetful-
ness—just so she could guard against
them in the future.

4. Someone says that a good ser-

mon should be 20 seconds ... 20
hours . . . and 20 minutes. The last
two items are clear enough, although
most of us are not up to 20 hours in
our preparation or down to 20 min-
utes in our delivery. But 20 seconds?
Ah! That is the length of time it
takes to receive that fleeting inspira-
tion, the nugget of thought, the sud-
den insight, and to commit it to a slip
of paper. From those inspirations
come some of our best sermons; but
unless we manage to write them
down at once, they are hopelessly
gone. | have even lost a few while
scrambling for a piece of paper!

You should probably always have
with you a small pad to receive your
own ideas when they occur to you.
You can even afford to waste a few
slips with ideas which turn out to be
stillborn. Have it there as you read
the newspaper, as you engage in the
practices of Christian devotion, as
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you talk with people, as you do your
Bible study, while you pore over the
Greek lexicon, even at the stoplight
and at your bedside. Scribble each
idea on a separate sheet, and sort the
sheets over at your leisure. Some will
be thrown away, but others will sig-
nal to you that they are valuable, and
will find their way into your thinking,
your writing, your preaching, and
your praying. How much better to
have your own material to thumb
through than that book of outlines
and illustrations which the previous
pastor has already used up on your
flock!

5. You have atopic. Someone gave
it to you when he asked you to speak,
or perhaps it is one on which you sim-
ply wish to clarify your own thinking
and that of your people. But you have
no idea how to develop it, not even
how to start. Let the “ebony ele-
phant” help you out. On a blank
sheet of paper write your topic, and
begin to jot down below it all the
things which it suggests to you. Some
things will seem superficial and fool-
ish, but write them down. You will
not have filled that sheet before you
will see clearly what you need to do
to master that topic. Already those
ideas are classifying themselves into
major and minor, important and
trivial. Already you have a list of im-
portant questions to which answers
must be found. Already you have a
small group of personal experiences,
questions from people, reminis-
cences, and recollections which may
well find their way into the finished
product. This is part of the “20
hours.”

The same thing can be true for un-
derstanding a passage of scripture.
Begin to rewrite it in your own words,
to write down the questions it raises
in your own thinking, to jot down
possible answers to those questions,
and so on.

The pencil has a marvelous capac-
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ity for stimulating the flow of ideas,
ideas which are priceless because
they have come from your own reflec-
tion and thought. Many great men

have learned this lesson for them
selves. You will do so only if you as
siduously cultivate the “pencil ha
bit.”

God’s prophetic preacher must be prepared
to preach even when it is certain the listeners
will reject both the message and its bearer.

“Eat This Scroll!”

here are many things that the

Lord asked Ezekiel to do to
graphically present His message to
the stubborn Israelites that would
not be required of any other prophet;
but there are some instructions given
to him that are applicable to any
would-be messenger of God.

The Living Bible presents quite
graphically the story of God's com-
mission to the prophet to take His
message to sinful Israel. The second
and third chapters of Ezekiel portray
this story.*

First of all, God approached the
prophet and said, “ Stand up, son of
dust, and I will talk to you” (Ezek.
2:1). The Spirit entered into the

*All quotations from Ezekiel are from The Living
Bible, Kenneth N. Taylor, ©copyright 1971 by Tyn-

dale House Publishers, Wheaton, 111 Used by per-
mission.

by
T. W. Willingham

Kansas City, Mo.
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prophet and set him on his feet. The
Lord then said, “1 am sending you to
the nation of Israel, to a nation rebel-
ling against me. . . . they are a hard-
hearted, stiffnecked people. But | am
sending you. . . . And whether they
listen or not . . . they will at least
know they have had a prophet among
them” (vv. 3-5).

“Son of dust, don't be afraid of
them. . . .You must, give them my
messages whether they listen or not.

. . Don’'t you be a rebel too!” (vv.
6-8).

Then He handed him a scroll.
“Eat this scroll! . . . Eat it all” (3:1-
3). Then the Lord said, “1 am sending
you to the people of Israel, and they
won't listen to you any more than
they listened to me! . . . But see, |
have made you ... as tough as they
are. ... So don't be afraid of them”
(vv. 7-8).

Then he added: “Son of dust, let
all my words sink deep into your
own heart first; listen to them care-
fully for yourself. Then, afterward,
go to your people . . . and whether
or not they will listen, tell them:
This is what the Lord God says!”
(v. 10).

Several

relevant and valuable
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truths are set forth in this very un-
usual commission of the prophet:

First, our age, as his, is given to a
widespread rebellion against God.
The love of money, sensuous living,
and sheer neglect have driven a wide
gap between the peoples of the world
and their Creator.

Second, God has a message for this
and every other age, and He desires
to have it delivered regardless of the
reception that it may get.

Third, to get His message to the
people, He must get the attention
of a messenger. Here He calls upon
Ezekiel to “stand up.” He had a mes-
sage for him and He wanted him to
receive it at attention, for God can't
get the message to one until He gets
his attention.

Fourth, the message must be thor-
oughly, digested by the messenger be-
fore it can be successfully delivered
to the people; hence the command,
“Eat it all.” Then He added, “Son
of dust, let all my words sink deep
into your own heart first.” A message
delivered to the people before it has
been digested by the speaker will not
likely be digested by them.

Fifth, God’s message is first to the
speaker and then, through him, to
the people. “Listen to them care-
fully for yourself. Then, afterward,
go to your people.” God’'s message
must first grip the speaker’s heart
as a divine message for him. It will
fall upon listless ears unless it has
been heard and heeded by the speak-
er.

Sixth, having heard the word from
God and digested and accepted it
personally, then one is to tell it “as
it is.” “Tell them: This is what the
Lord God says!”

In the instructions to another
prophet, God set the rule: “All the
words that | command thee to speak
unto them; diminish not a word”
(Jer. 26:2). The messenger of God
has no business tampering with the

8

divine message. It is his to hear, un-
derstand, believe, and deliver fear-
lessly.

Every minister of the gospel should
hold before his honest eyes as a mir-
ror this divine commission to a
prophet of old, and in deep heart
searching ask himself the question,
Do | fulfill these requirements?
Could it be that | am like the proph-
ets of Ezekiel's day of whom the Lord
said, “Your ‘prophets’ describe false
visions and speak false messages they
claim are from God, when he hasn’'t
spoken one word to them at all”
(Ezek. 22:28). Am | mouthing the
best thinking of the leaders of our
school of thought, not having digest-
ed it myself? Have | been cutting a
message here and there, lest the truth
“as it is” should offend one of my
influential members, or cause me
some suffering? Am | afraid of the
people? Am | determined to have a
great following even if to do so | must
speak to them the “smooth things”
that they desire? In short, is it my
desire to please God or man? Paul
said, “If | yet pleased men, | should
not be the servant of Christ” (Gal.
1:10).

Am | prepared to preach to a crowd
when it is reasonably certain that
they will reject both my message and
me? What rejection, if any, am I will-
ing to bear in telling them, “This is
what the Lord God says!”? Am | will-
ing to be persecuted as was Ezekiel
of old? Am I willing to face the dun-
geon as did Jeremiah?

I can just imagine (and it is more
than an imagination, for | have heard
the like already) that when some read
these lines they will say, This is not
for our day: the day of such persecu-
tion for the gospel’s sake has passed.
We are too cultured for that.

Of this they are ignorant, or they
deliberately ignore or deny it: “The
time will come when they will not en-
dure sound doctrine; but . . . shall

The Preacher's Magazine



.. . heap to themselves teachers, hav-
ing itching ears; and they shall turn
away their ears from the truth” (2
Tim. 4:3-4). The Master also warned
that the time will come “when those
who Kill you will think they are doing
God a service” (John 16:2, The Liv-
ing Bible).

To those who would push this mes-
sage aside, | have this to say: We
may not live to see these days come,
but we must be so dedicated to God

New Look

t. George's parish church has de-
S vised a means to establish depth
of Christian fellowship, a focal point
for Christian commitment, and an
opportunity for Christian outreach
in one fell swoop.

St. George’s is an Anglican church
serving the new town of Stevenage in
southern England. It is well pro-
moted, well known, and well peopled.

The congregation is divided into
action groups which are known as
“chapters” (a term familiar to most
churches). There are nine members
to a chapter—of both sexes and of all
ages. There is a chapter on church
duty each week-night.

Christian commitment
Members of St. George's are in-

by
Brian L. Farmer

Pastor
Church of the Nazarene
Salford, England
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that we will do His bidding should
they come upon us. Too many times
we want to deny the existence of such
because we are not fully committed
to face them.

Regardless of the hardness of those
to whom one is called to minister, we
have the promise made to Ezekiel,
“1 have made you as tough as
they are. | have made your forehead
as hard as a rock. So don’t be afraid
of them” (3:8-9).

Midweek

vited to express their Christian com-
mitment by joining a chapter. In
this way one’s commitment to Christ
is brought into clear focus in a tangi-
ble way. This is good both for the per-
son and for the church.

Furthermore, one’s Christian com-
mitment in relation to one's fellow
members is also defined. Chapter
members are prepared to pledge the
one evening a week to each other and
to the work of Christ through His
Church. This promise is taken seri-
ously and no private engagement of
business or pleasure is allowed to
impinge on the committed evening.

Christian fellowship

A chapter convenes for the even-
ing meal in one or other of the mem-
bers’ homes. (One cannot but recall
the fellowship meals of the Early
Church.) After the meal, and before
the allocation of the evening's work
as presented by the clergy, there is
time allotted for prayer and for a de-
votional reading of scripture. Chap-
ter members testify to a deepening
comradeship as their work together
progresses.



The composition of the chapters is
changed at nine-month intervals to
avoid the groups becoming so closely
knit as might militate against the
best interests of the wider church fel-
lowship. They recognize the need for
this periodic reshuffle, but it is with a
certain reluctance that each group
approaches its disbanding date. Al-
though some churches have stressed
so much the need to departmentalize
by age groupings, it is interesting to
note how well these multi-age chap-
ters function.

Christian outreach

The clergyman at St. George’s may
call upon approximately 36 man and
woman hours each weekday evening.
With the chapters functioning five
evenings a week, there are 180 such
hours available! (When learning this
| became not a little “envious” of the
reverend gentleman at St. George’s.)

The time is spent in a variety of
ways. There is house-to-house visita-
tion, contact follow-up, sitting in a
“pub” casually talking to the cus-
tomers, and other assignments. An
hour or two is sometimes spent pre-
paring the lapel badges which chap-
ter members wear when on duty.

Late one evening a call was re-
ceived from a lady in the parish who
was fearful that her house had be-
come haunted. The clergyman mo-
bolized the entire chapter to go along
and have prayer in that person’s
house that very evening.

The church is continually reaching
out to the community with workers
available day after day, week after
week.

This method has had great appeal
for this writer. It is here presented for
consideration, comment, modifica-
tion, rejection, or whatever! St.
George’s certainly seems to thrive,
which—given the religious climate
in present-day England—must in it-
self be some sort of recommendation.
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Practical
Points

that make
a difference

When Ritual
Becomes a Sacrament—

Dear Son:

By the time our guest minister fin-
ished the wedding ceremony it had be-
come a sacrament.

The simple beauty of the sanctuary
.. .the common cup of Communion . ..
the sacred vows ... all lent themselves
to the sanctity of the hour.

The pastor started the night before
by gathering the wedding party togeth-
er and explaining the nature of a
Christian ceremony—even the practice
that followed was “owned by God.”

The reception was a time of Chris-
tian fellowship, with even the caterers
commenting on both the conduct and
the spirit of the guests. All in all, it was
a great occasion.

Now, Son, | thought to myselfof how
good planning with order can carry the
ritualistic to the sacramental. God is
not the author of confusion. When a
minister plans well and keep a spirit
of openness, God can use him in a bet-
ter way than He could otherwise.

It takes time and concern. It takes
creative thinking and deliberation. It
takes cooperation and fellowship . . .
and a lot more ... all that a man has
in the power of the Spirit.

Plan your ritual well, Son, and make
it a sacrament.

Love,

The Preacher’s Magazine



The first item of business for our
church board is to express unity
to the congregation we represent

A Basis for Unity

By Tom Nees*

ach month this year I want to
E share with my board some
thoughts concerning the nature of the
Church, the ministry, our relation-
ship to one another, and our responsi-
bility to the work of this congrega-
tion. To begin with, I want to talk
about a basis for unity.

There are many examples of unity
and disunity in the Scriptures which
could offer a motif for the unity
which should and must prevail in our
congregation. The best example for
the purpose of a group such as ours
is offered in the New Testament de-
scription of the disciples as they were
called and instructed by Jesus, then
as they functioned in the early chap-
ters of Acts. Let us hold that picture
before us and examine ourselves in
the light of what we are called to be
as disciples and as spiritual leaders
chosen to serve on the board of the
church.

Mark 9:33-34 does much to fill in
the detail of that picture. At the close
of a day, alone with the disciples, in
a house in Capernaum, Jesus asked
the men, “ ‘What were you discussing
on the way?' But they were silent;
for on the way they had discussed
with one another who was the great-
est” (RSV). Jesus then sat down with
them to talk about true greatness.
It is interesting to observe how Jesus
responded to this behind-the-scene

*Pastor, First Church of the Nazarene, Washing-
ton, D. C. (paper presented to the local church
board).
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conflict and how He brought the con-
flict into the open because of the
threat it posed to the Kingdom. The
mission for which He came and the
salvation of those for whom He was
about to die depended upon the unity
of His disciples. This leads us to a
conclusion about our responsibility
as church officials.

Congregational unity must begin
with the board. This is not just a
matter of being able to report unani-
mous votes. Unity is much deeper. It
involves attitudes, feelings, and loy-
alties. The congregation will be un-
easy and uncertain if they sense that
the board members have reservations
about the church or one another. You
can be sure that the congregation will
perceive dissension if we are not of
one heart and mind. It was not clair-
voyant powers that made it possible
for Jesus to detect the controversy
beneath the surface of His disciples’
facade of cooperation. For disunity is
communicated in lots of ways. It
shows.

We have become familiar with the
phrase “body language.” It's a new
way of describing nonverbal com-
munication. We are continually com-
municating by facial expressions,
gestures, and even by silence. It has
been suggested that we communicate
75 percent nonverbally, and only 25
percent with words. We may be sure
that the congregation will be able to
sense what is happening among us
even though they may not listen to
our debates or read our minutes.

1



Jesus questioned His disciples be-
cause the progress of the Kingdom
was at stake. He would pray later
“that they may become perfectly
one, so that the world may know that
thou hast sent me” (John 17:23,
RSV). My first responsibility, then,
as pastor and chairman of the board,
and your responsibility as elected
church officials, is to find this “per-
fect” unity. No matter what | say
from the pulpit, or what we attempt
to legislate, our best efforts will
short-circuit if we are not one in the
Spirit.

We may draw a conclusion from
the embarrassed silence of the disci-
ples when their feelings were uncov-
ered. They were embarrassed be-
cause they knew their conversation
contradicted something basic in
their calling and responsibility. It
is a reasonably good assumption that
any conversation among us which
would be embarrassing to us if pub-
licized would be better left unsaid.
There are few things more divisive
and undermining than for board
members to criticize the church or
one another outside of our meetings.
If you are concerned enough to con-
verse critically about anything relat-
ing to the spiritual life of the church,
you have a responsibility to speak to
the pastor, and if needed to the
church board, where those concerns
may be dealt with constructively. If
you hear criticism you should listen
sympathetically, encourage people to
reserve judgment until they know the
facts, and to place yourself in the po-
sition of a peacemaker.

On the surface, “perfect” unity ap-
pears impossible. It is impossible on
human terms alone. There is no way
for even two people to be themselves,
which God wants us to be, and at the
same time to agree on everything.
But unity, “perfect” unity, is possi-
ble when we begin with the assump-
tion that God, through His Spirit,
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can guide individuals and groups into
truth. We must believe in that spiri-
tual dimension or we may as well dis-
band, for an unspiritual church
board meeting is more defeating than
a board in any business or communi-
ty organization where pressure groups
and vested interests are accepted
facts.

There are times when the majority
will agree against my opinion. When
that happens, | respect the leading of
the Spirit as conveyed through the
community of faith. We must con-
duct our business and our personal
lives in such a way that we have con-
fidence that the Spirit is leading us
as individuals as well as a group. In
my limited understanding | may not
agree with the majority of my broth-
ers and sisters in the community of
faith—this body of Christ. But | must
support the decisions made, believ-
ing in the reliability of God’s will as
communicated through others.

It has taken some years for me to
rest comfortably in that confidence.
As 1 look back I can remember num-
erous occasions of being overruled. At
the time I thought | was right. But in
and through it all I've seen that what
God expects is not for my opinion to
prevail, but that I allow Him to speak
through me, and that | listen because
I believe He speaks through you too.
And what He really wants me to hear
may not be my own voice expressing
preconceived ideas. | believe that He
can take my mind and yours, can put
our voices together, and through His
Spirit give us the “mind of Christ.”
He can give us that “perfect” unity
so that we may function with great
diversity as a coordinated “body of
Christ.”

Our first item of business, then, is
to be one and to express this unity to
the congregation we represent, so
that the world around us may know
that God has sent Christ as Saviour
and Lord.
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There is more fact than fantasy
in our faith in a living God.

Evidences of the Living God

By Joseph T. Larson*

gnostics affirm that God is

dead. This cannot be true. The
facts from Christian evidences prove
the reality of a living God.

There are evidences of God from
nature. “God that made the world
and all things therein, seeing that he
is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth
not in temples made with hands”
(Acts 17:24). Scientists state that
there are 100,000 different types of
plants and trees, 600,000 kinds of in-
sects, and thousands of species of
animals. Over God’s creation is man,
the crown of God’'s creation. All
these things came by definite acts of
God’s creation (Gen. 1:1-2).

God’s design is seen in nature, with
all its wonders, giving evidences of
His power. The Psalmist said, “1 am
fearfully and wonderfully made:
marvellous are thy works” (Ps. 139:
14).

There are evidences of God in the
Bible. God gives a declaration of
himself in the Bible. The words “ God
said” and “Thus saith the Lord” are
mentioned 3,808 times in the Bible.
“The word of God” occurs 525 times
in the Bible. It is God speaking in the
whole Bible. The Bible reveals
prophecy as fulfilled in history. The
Bible reveals God’s faithfulness, His
loving care, and His rulership over
all mankind (Acts 17:25-28).

God has revealed himself in Je-
sus Christ (Heb. 1:1-3). “He that
hath seen me hath seen the Father,”

*Tucson, Ariz.
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Jesus declared in John 14:9.

By a definite new birth, which
comes by faith in Christ, and by ac-
cepting His atoning death upon the
Cross, men may know God in Christ.
Millions of persons have believed in
Christ as Saviour and have learned
to know God. “This is life eternal,
that they might know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent” (John 17:3). Without
the acceptance of Christ as Saviour
men cannot know God. “But without
faith it is impossible to please him;
for he that cometh to God must be-
lieve that he is, and that he is a re-
warder of them that diligently seek
him” (Heb. 11:6).

God has been revealed in history.

God was revealed in the history of
Israel in the Old Testament and in
the Church, which Christ established
nearly 2,000 years ago. Witness also
the historical books, the testimony
of the four Gospels, and the Book of
Acts.

God’s hand was seen in the battle
of Tours when Charles Martel with
Austrian Franks stemmed the tide of
Mohammedanism in a.a. 732. This
victory changed the whole course of
human history and preserved Chris-
tianity.

God was seen in the Thirty Years
War of 1618-48, when finally Gusta-
vus Adolphus, with 30,000 Swedes,
defeated Wallenstein at the battles
of Leipzig and Lutzen (1648). This
led to the “Peace of Westphalia,”
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and saved Protestantism from de-
feat.

God gave victory to George Wash-
ington and the colonial armies,
which made possible the United
States as a nation, and as a haven for
the oppressed of many nations. Who
can deny that God was with Wash-
ington in his prayer meeting in Val-
ley Forge?

God is revealed in the experi-
ences of men. A Christian was asked,
“How do you know there is a God?”
He replied, “1 had an hour with Him
this morning.”

God is revealed in the spiritual ex-
periences of millions of persons that
have trusted Him through the cen-
turies. The Holy Spirit convicts of
sin, converts the soul, brings assur-
ance and comfort to the penitent
heart. He gives His joy, His peace,
His presence, with an abiding faith

in God. Such vital experiences have
made Christianity what it is. God
has become real in the midst of trials,
giving victory over sin and Satan.

God has proved himself to be
alive by answering prayer. Prayer
is the basis for fellowship with God
and His Son. God challenges men to
seek His face (2 Chron. 7:14; Jer.
33:3; John 14:13-14). Prayer for daily
guidance, wisdom, strength, and vic-
tory over temptations has surely been
answered by God, our Father.

More is wrought by the prayers of
God’s people than by any other force
known to man. Jesus Christ set the
example of prayer and invites His
own to follow.

Let us be honest with evidences
from history, from the Bible, from
His Son, and from the experiences of
men, and we will know in our hearts
the reality of a great and living God.

Funeral Prayer

(At the grave of an aged saint)

Almighty God—with whom do live the spirits of those who die in
the faith—we give Thee thanks for the example left us by our beloved,
whose devotion to Thee now fills our hearts with tender and sacred

memories.

We rejoice in the confidence and hope of immortality so firmly
grounded in the fact of our Saviour’s victory over the grave. Grant
unto us that perfection of love and purity of intention that shall turn
our present hope of resurrection perfection into a blessed reality, in
that glorious day when our Saviour shall call from their graves the

bodies of mankind.

Let Thy comfort sustain those who mourn. May they not sorrow
as those without this blessed hope. Keep us all faithful and loyal to
the heavenly calling, until we too shall join both Thee and them in the
land of eternal light and life, in the fellowship of Thy redeemed ones.

“Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, mak>; you perfect in every good work to do his
will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through
Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen” (Heb. 13:20-

21).
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OVMTOFBS

By Raymond C. Kratzer

Dist. Supt., Northwest Dist.
Church of the Nazarene

XI. Gratitude

n listening to some Of the modern

music—even some in the so-
called sacred dimension—one would
feel that the rich and ennobling con-
tributions of the past are ignored or
forgotten. The joyous melody pat-
terns, the rich chords, the haunting
overtones that have enriched human
experience seem so lacking today.
Instead, one hears an emphasized
melancholia and a disturbing off-
beat that saddens the emotions and
offers little lift to sagging souls.
Music should inspire and ennoble
people. Those who produce it should
be aware of its great traditions and
contributions, and strive to comple-
ment it by additional overtones of
joy and pleasure.

This reference is analogous to the
life and work of the ministry. Many
modern theologians seem bent on
disregarding all of the contributions
of the past, using them only as a
means of controversy, while they pro-
duce the jangling overtones of their
carnal hearts. Cold, dead formalism
has resulted in many instances in a
vicious denial of the faith of the fath-
ers, while haranguing a humanistic
philosophy. Needless to say, many
of their adherents have been cata-
pulted into fanaticism in order to
find some satisfaction for their hun-
gry hearts. The ingratitude of these
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leaders speaks of an out-of-tuneness
with the God of the universe, result-
ing in off-key productions.

We of the holiness persuasion have
our problems too. In our sophisticat-
ed church world there is always the
tendency to “conform” or to “tone
down” our message, lest we offend
someone. But truth will always be
offensive to some people, and we dare
not compromise our position or
“throw off’ on the strong language
used by traditional holiness writers,
lest we sound forth an uncertain
tone.

In the midst of a church world of
“searchers after truth,” we should be
grateful for our Zion and its rich,
positive, and expressive theology. In
speaking of the carnal nature, it is
perfectly proper to use the term
“eradication.” We need to refuse to
be squeamish about old-fashioned
terms, but rather be grateful for the
clarity with which our distinguish-
ing doctrine has been handed down
to us. Our forefathers spoke with
clarity and expressiveness in the area
of Christian experience. We need to
follow in their train.

It would be good for our ministers
«to read again the old holiness clas-
sics, and retune their sermonic
instruments until they will ring true
to Bible holiness. When we shift
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terms we tend to lose the truth
behind them. Let us rather illumi-
nate the message through the power
of the Holy Spirit until there will be
an overtone of gratitude for our great
traditions.

There are many other areas in
which a pastor’'s attitude should
evoke the overtone of gratitude beside
the theology which has been entrust-
ed to him. Think of the hymnology
of the church which contributes so
much to our ministry. What would
we do without a song with which to
start our worship services, or without
special music to prepare the atmo-
sphere for the sermon? How grateful
we should be to our Zion for its great
publishing houses, its schools, its
leadership, and the many avenues
through which service to the Lord
can be rendered! May God forbid
that we should ever sound forth a
sour note concerning these invalua-
ble assets to our work.

To get a bit closer to where we live,
we should consider the many bene-
fits which come to the pastor which
are often overlooked because the
overtone of gratitude is missing. It is
such a privilege to live in a parson-
age. The children of the manse are
especially blessed by this unique op-
portunity. Without doubt more peo-
ple pray for P.K.'s than for other
children in the church because of
their favored position. Likewise,
special opportunities are given to
them through their association with
the church in many areas of life. And
only thoughtless parents would
downgrade life in the parsonage be-
cause of a few unfortunate experi-
ences.

I recall paying a visit at the home
of some of our church members
around 8 a.m. because of a need of
seeing them before they left for the
day. They were just getting ready to
have their family devotions and
asked if I would like to join them. My
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heart is still warm from that experi-
ence. As both husband and wife
prayed, they voiced their thanksgiv-
ing to God, and then asked His bless-
ing upon our church with its many
needs, and then named each member
of our family, beseeching the Lord to
watch over us and supply our every
need. | expressed my deep gratitude
for being invited to share in the devo-
tions and asked if they always prayed
for us like that. This good man re-
plied: “Brother Kratzer, we pray
like that for you and your family
every day!” You may be sure my
soul was elevated to heavenly places
that day, and an overtone of thank-
fulness overcame many heavy bur-
dens.

It is good for our pastors to remem-
ber that they are indebted to their
churches for the clothes they wear,
the food they eat, the shelter for their
family, the education of their child-
ren, and most of the material bene-
fits which bless their lives. Likewise,
the church provides an avenue of ser-
vice, a pulpit from which to preach,
and a vehicle through which to ful-
fill God’s call.

Small irritations have a way of
muting the sound that should be
ringing forth of love and gratitude.
At times, insufficient support may
dull the overtone of appreciation be-
cause of many things that you are
denied because of your calling. But
a calm reflection on the sacrifices of
godly people in the sharing of their
concerns and sacrifices should cause
us to rejoice and praise God, from
whom all blessings flow.

David expresses this overtone so
well in the one hundredth psalm:
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.

. Serve the Lord with gladness:
come before his presence with sing-
ing. . Enter into his gates with
thanksgiving, and into his courts
with praise: be thankful unto him,
and bless his name.”
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It'S HARD TO BELIEVE that there could be one quality whose importance
overshadows all others in the life pf a minister. Yet there is one. It is indeed the
priceless ingredient without which the ministry of any man contains a basic flaw,
regardless of how gifted or accomplished he may be.

It is the quality of integrity,

Webster's New World Dictionary defines the word integrity as follows: “ (1)
The quality or state of being complete; unbroken condition; wholeness; entirety.
(2) The quality or state of being unimpaired; perfect condition-; soundness. (3)
The quality or state of being of sound moral principle; uprightness, honesty and
sincerity."

Perhaps number three is the heart of the issue. A minister must be a man of
"sound moral principle." Here is the priceless ingredient which will reflect
strength, soundness, and stability in every area of his service.

Integrity will be revealed in a minister's attitude to his denomination. He will
be true to her doctrines. He will seek by every means possible to preserve her
purity and power. He will refuse to simply receive the benefits his church pro-
vides without returning his contribution of love and wholehearted service. He
will uphold her standards. He will maintain her spirit. He will cooperate with her
program to the limit of his ability. He will bear his fair share of responsibility in
promoting her interests and undertakings. When issues arise which would threat-
en the church's unity, he will stand and be counted as afriend and not as a self-
appointed critic.

This priceless ingredient will manifest itself in his relationships with his min-
isterial brethren. His joy and delight will be to seek their fellowship, to cultivate
their friendship, and to inspire and encourage all in their labors. His attitude will
be one of love, not competition. He will be true to his brethren by refusing to
gossip or spread rumors injurious to the good name of his fellow laborers. He
will seek the best interests of the group of which he is a part and by giving the
fullest possible support and participation in every responsibility assigned to him.

Integrity will determine the quality of a minister's service to his local church.
He will be diligent in his labors, giving prompt and careful attention to the re-
sponsibilities of his parish. He will refuse to squander his time on secondary
things. He will give adequate preparation to his preaching assignments so that he
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may truly "feed the flock of God." He will be constantly seeking the lost, in public
and in private contacts, to bring them to Christ. He will seek to blend his people
into a fellowship of love and enlist their talents and abilities in the great task of
building God's kingdom among men. He will avoid personal ostentation, so that
Christ may be glorified. He will never stoop to compromise that would weaken
the spiritual power of his ministry. He will maintain an attitude of personal con-
cern for every individual, so that by his friendships, his ministry, and his prayers
he may bring every person to his full potential for Christ.

One man said, "Integrity is the first step to true greatness. To maintain it in
high places costs self-denial; in all places it is liable to opposition, but its end is
glorious, and the universe will yet do it homage."

CHURCH SCHOOLS

HAVING TROUBLE

building family altars
in the homes
of your church members?

TABLE TALK
can help!

Provide a copy for each family in the
church where there are children of junior
age and under. Order on your regular
Sunday school literature order blank.
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HOME MISSIONS

h r i s t inthec Z ity ?

The 1973 Thanksgiving stewardship filmstrip, Christ in the City, is now in the
hands of every pastor. Written by Sergio Franco, of the Latin Publications
Division, it burns with a passion to reach the lost in our growing cities around
the world. It touches the heart of missions today. Christ in the City is a tool
in your hands; use it to God's glory!

More and more of the people
of the world are born, live,
work, and die in the cities—
the city is their world.

Cod cares for the people of the

cities. He sent Jonah to Nineveh,
Amos to Samaria, Paul to Corinth.
And Christ went to Jerusalem.

Do You Know?

If God is to enter the cities of the
world today, all Christians will
have to do their part.

Your support by prayer and

giving will be the measure of
our impact on the lost and dying
in our cities.

SUPPORT the 1973
Thanksgiving Offering for World Evangelism
NOVEMBER 18, 1973
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EVANGELISM

se Don't Forget!

. T INCLUDE THE
EVANGEXISTS WHO SERVED
YOUR CHURCH THIS PAST
YEAR 3lil YOUR CHURCH’S
CHRIS AS APPRECIATION
GIFT LIilST.

. WITH OUR MOVING
NAZARENES.

SEND THEIR NAMES TO:

MOVING NAZARENES
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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Ifyou baveateep

g o Ipgtc
Switzerland...

for INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE
June 18-23 or June 25-30

make your church aware of his
prayer and financial needs.
3



PENSIONS AND BENEVOLENCE

LOVE IS . ..
GIVING

Our retired ministers, their wives and widows have given
their time and energy, their hopes and dreams, their love and
their lives for others. As the Christmas season approaches, may
we all remember them, and participate in the Annual Love

Offering. They gave because they loved; may we also give as
has been given.

The Christmas Love Offering taken anytime in December applies to-
ward the Pensions and Benevolence Budget.

B e Clip and mail

Please send free annual Christmas Love Offering
envelopes to be used in our church during December.

Church District

Name
Address

Mail this coupon to:

Department of Pensions & Benevoience
6401 The Paseo
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NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY

They Counted
Their Blessings..
and Gave

The new pastor at Hillsdale,
Mich., challenged his small congre-
gation of 62 members, about 25 of
whom are retired, to give every dol-
lar which came in, in every depart-
ment of the church, on Thanksgiving
Sunday to the Thanksgiving Offer-
ing. The church was a bit reluctant
and one board member said, "Pastor, we might not have enough in the
treasury to pay your week's salary." The pastor replied: "Then I'll do with-
out it." The tithes together with the Thanksgiving Offering that day came to
over $700, and the pastor didn't have to go without his salary either.

At Easter time (1973) the pastor didn't have to ask about using the same
idea. The church wanted to do it. As a result, the church has paid the largest
General Budget in the 25-year history of the church. Best of all, 11 new
members have been taken into church membership in less than a year.
There are visitors almost every Sunday, and new people have found the
Lord and are living beautiful Christian lives.

Why not try it?
THANKSGIVING OFFERING GOAL:

Challenge your congregation to

1. COUNT THEIR BLESSINGS and
2. GIVE GENEROUSLY in the
1973 THANKSGIVING OFFERING.

November, 1973 169



with this remarkable, new

BAKER'S TEXTUAL
TOPICAL FILING SYSTEM

Expensive and Complicated Systems

“Homemade” Systems for Filing
NO MORE Wishing for a Good File System

U Coding of Articles

NO MOF Marking of Books

\E Registering Your Entire Library

Every TEXT in the Bible and thousands of TOP-
ICS are listed. With each there is space for writ-
ing in reference numbers, which in turn refer its
users to a special section listing material related
to that particular verse or subject. Its cross-refer-
ence index prevents duplication. Space also is
provided for entering other subjects of your own
choosing not included.

Perfected by a minister, Rev. Neal Punt, who was
keenly aware of the needs in the ministers li-

Limited Offer, ONLY $19.95 net

brary, and who was also aware of the limited
amount of time and expense which a minister
can spend with a filing system.

Beautiful de luxe binding in a durable Fabrikoid
with gold stamping and gilt edges. Thumb index
for instant reference, silk marker, attractively
boxed. Complete with instructions. Expandable
for a lifetime of use. 8Vi x 11 p" . 2" thick. 768
pages.

RGARERE

Order by number R-2395

Nazarene Publishing Housc ™

Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141



CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

DENOMINATION-WIDE STUDY FOR 1974

A new text written especially for this year's study.

Register now.
Unit 153a, “ Missionary Education" (Home)
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Sepred

Just about the
most givable church-wide Christmas gift a pastor
can consider

1974 TRIUMPHANT
LIFE CALENDA

A whole year of beautij and inspiration to mem-
bers and friends of your congregation

Cheery floral design of roses on a yellow-green background
provides an appropriate setting for these full-color Sallman
reproductions.

U-9940 Head of Christ U-9942 At Heart’s Door
U-9941 Pilot U-9943 The Good Shepherd
U-9949 Assortment of 100
Other features include three months at a glance . . . monthly theme
thoughts . . . weekly Bible texts . .. church attendance record .. .“Where
to Look in the Bible” sections .. . telephone memorandum . . . informa-

tion about moon phases, flowers, and stones. Clear, bold numerals for
easy reading. Printed on high-gloss index stock. Size, 6 'A x 10°A”. White
gift envelope included.

30c each

Priced for quantity distribution. Orders of 100 or more imprinted FREE.
100 for $25.00; 500 for $110.00; 1,000 for $200.00

IMPRINT: Name of pastor and/or church NOTE: Allow three or four weeks for imprint-
and address. Orders under 100, $1.00 extra. ing and shipping. Late orders may take longer
Minimum imprint order is 50. Hand-set type, for delivery. We reserve the right to make

use of cuts, and more than four lines, $2.00 substitutions after November 20.
extra.

It’s Important to Place Your Order AT ONCI

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE - post office box 527, Kansas city, Missouri M i4i



EVANGELISM

L

OUR YEAR OF EMPHASIS ON HOLINESS...

PLAN HOW:

LOCAL CHURCH AND DISTRICT HOLINESS EMPHASIS:
HOLINESS CONVENTIONS IN PREACHERS’ RETREATS
CITY-WIDE HOLINESS CRUSADES ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES

IN SERMON SERIES
IN CST CLASSES

A GREATER EMPHASIS OH THE
CARDNAL DOCTRIHE 0+ THE CHURCH OF THE HAZAREHE

IT WILL BEGIN »
with the Conference on Evangelism

JANUARY 8-10. <971

THEMEs "THEperson and work of the
HOLY SPIRIT IN EVANGELISM"
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B eneFlts

FOR

PASTORS AND PEOPLE

The Investment Programs of the Church of the Nazarene Offer:

The General Board offers three distinct plans for gifts
with income—two of which offer, in addition to liberal
income, attractive tax benefits.

A beneficiary can also be designated to receive income
beyond the donor's lifetime.

The donor can designate the purpose for which the
charitable remainder will be used—

The Local Church

The Local District

The General Church

Confidential guidance is available for establishing a fund
now which will provide income for the benefit of the family
and a gift to the church after the donor's death or the death of
the survivor.

Write to:
ROBERT W. CREW, Executive Consultant
Division of Life Income Gifts & Bequests
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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Displayed on the lawn of your church and spotlighted at night,
this attractive banner extends Christian greeting to all who pass

by through the entire Christmas season.

Silk-screened in a Christmas blue and a Da-glo orange/red on

genuine snow-white, outdoor canvas. Size, 3x10 feet.

SIX-711 Only $6.95

Fits the regular Visual Art revival-sign frame
UX-400 WOODEN FRAME. Hardware for assembling included.

$5.95

NOTE: An appropriate tie-in with Christmas cantata LOVE CAME DOWN. See music section of

our Master Buying Guide.

Complete <« Clip + Mail TODAY!

Please fill my order as indicated: Date , 1973
SIX-711 CHRISTMAS BANNER $6.95
UX-400 WOODEN DISPLAY FRAME $5.95
TOTAL
SHIP TO:
Street
City State/Province __ Zip
CHECK or MONEY ORDER Enclosed $ _ _
CHARGE TO: O Church . (other) account NOTE: Please give location and name of church.
Church Location—City State/Province
Church Name
STATEMENT TO:
Street
City State/Province Zip _

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE < Box 527, Kansas City, Mo. 64141



COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION (TV)

Think About It!

. all experimental and survey research into the 'effect’
of television programs during the past 20 years has contributed
very little to our understanding of what is going on. So long as TV
continues to sell soap, the broadcasters are happy. And so long
as people concerned about the effects of the medium on our
society—and that includes churchmen—keep dealing only with
specific tactics of manipulation in the media, the broadcasters
are doubly happy. Because so long as we simply go along ‘view-
ing with alarm' the increase of commercials in an hour's pro-
gramming, or the disappearance of serious documentaries, or
the appearance of especially risque films—just so long will we
remain helpless illiterates chained to a communication process
which we made but which we do not understand or know how to
control. We will continue to vaguely feel that something is
wrong, but not know what it is. We will continue to feed a pro-
cess which doesn't expand our horizons and exalt our human
capacities, but narrows our choices, limits our vision, and re-
duces us to something less than the free human beings we have
the capacity and the right to be.

“The issue is much more complex than whether we have
quality entertainment, or whether news is free from bias, or
whether we are honest. TV does entertain us, but it also creates
its own mass publics, rejects minority publics, and trains people
to accept a lack of genuine choice. TV informs, but it also forms
common images which oversimplify, stereotype and constrict our
understanding of information. TV satisfies some of our needs, but
it also shapes our attitudes, tastes and preferences into confor-
mity with the basic needs of the economy rather than the basic
needs of persons."

Dr. WILLIAM F. FORE
Executive Director
Broadcasting & Film Commission, N.Y.

USE THE COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA

REACH YOUR AREA WITH THE MESSAGE
YOU ARE GIVING YOUR LIFE FOR

COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION Radio and Television Division
Kansas City, Missouri
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WORLD MISSIONS

missions INn the Seventies

OUTDATED?

No! The easy, simple, cheap ways of
conducting missionary work are gone. It
will cost more money; it will require
better trained people; it will demand
greater insights in planning, strategy, and
deployment of available resources.

Give your best in this year's

THANKSGIVING OFFERING
for
World Missions

November, 1973 16q



EDUCATION

DEAR PASTOR:

This is an urgent request for you to become the local repre-
sentative of the development office of your Nazarene college!

This is the time of year when prospective students and their
parents are making decisions with regard to which college to
attend. Your careful guidance at this particular juncture could be
as crucial in the lives of your young people as any service you will
ever be able to render them.

Granted that Nazarene colleges are not perfect; neither are
our churches. Both colleges and churches are dealing with im-
perfect persons. We have, however, invested millions of Naza-
rene dollars in our colleges and they provide our church with its
best hope for the future.

Granted also that our young people may go to secular col-
leges and universities and retain their faith while others may
backslide while attending a Nazarene college. The odds, how-
ever, favor the Nazarene college by the largest margin you can
imagine.

| am sure if | had to appear before the bar of God to answer
for one of my sons | would rather be able to say, "Lord, | did the
very best | knew. | sent him to our own Nazarene college and he
still didn't make it," than to have to say, "It was easier and cheap-
er to send him to a secular institution and | took the chance and
lost."

Please urge your high school seniors to attend their own
Nazarene college, and send their names and addresses today to
the college of your zone. By so doing you will be serving both
your youth and your church!

Sincerely yours,
EDWARD S. MANN

Secretary of the Department
of Education and the Ministry
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SAVE $87.00

Qutstanding features meking this

practical for use in your church

BRILLIANT, EVEN LIGHT for most comfort-
able viewing
TRUE OPTICAL SYSTEM for the sharpest
screen image
COOL WRITING STAGE for comfortable op-

eration

MICRO SWITCHES assure safe, cool pro-
jection

FULL 10" x 10" STAGE for use of all size
materials

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION -
simple maintenance

LIGHTWEIGHT-1614 Ibs.-for
portability

RUGGED CONSTRUCTION-
high-impact polystyrene

MOBILE PROJECTION TABLE
24" high; 15 x 20" shelves;
4" swivel casters

Accessories included
at this low package

ACETATE ROLL

Gives Visual Impact to Sermons
—SS Lessons-Bible Studies
—Business Meetings

Plus FREE
Set of Map
Transparencies

A $266 Value
for ONLY

$17%%

E-240HR

Shipping charges extra
from South Holland, 1il.

DUST R

VISUAL AID PEN SET
Four brilliant colors (black, red, blue, green) in handy, plastic pocket-pouch.

HS-991

Nationally advertised, $2.35
NPH price, only $2,15

TEACHER’S DO-IT-YOURSELF TRANSPARENCY KIT

Includes: 40 colored and 10 clear acetate sheets ..

markers ... 3 packages of towels ...
Set of 4 Full-color
Transparencies
-A $12.00 value

Old Testament World
Exodus and Conguest
Old Testament Palestine
New Testament Palestine

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

. 8 color pens ... 4 color pencils ... 2 black
14 transparency frames. Comes in an attractive attach”

NOTE: For other related
items, consult your
"Church Office Copy” of
our latest Master Buying
Guide or send for free
personal copy.



OPEN UP

EXOTIC
NEW DIMENSIONS

FOR YOUR ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES!

The LATEST in this
series of undated elective
courses for adult

Sunday school classes

WHY DON'T YOU DO SOMETHING, GOD?

Approaches to a Christian understanding of suf-
fering, grief, and death.

HOLINESS—ALIVE AND WELL

Explores the meaning of holy living in twentieth-
century life.

Other Titles Available
DEVELOPING CHRISTIAN PERSONALITY PRAYER THAT REALLY WORK

DISCOVER YOUR BIBLE THE NOW LOOK OF EVANGELISM
DARE TO DISCIPLINE WHOLESOME INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS
All Leaders’ Guides $1.00 Pupil Books* $1.25

«Excepting DARE TO DISCIPLINE—paper, $1.95; cloth, $3.95.

Order on }he Church Literature-Supplies Order Blank
Or IFECt rom yOUT nazarene publishing house

Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141



Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson

When the Children Are Gone

Il the ladies in the group
A laughed when one told that her
husband had given her a book for
Christmas entitled How to Spark a
Marriage When the Children Leave
Home. Her youngest had left for col-
lege only that year.

Yes, it sounds amusing. But when
you stop to think about this—it's
something to think about! And work
on.

Our life-styles certainly undergo a
number of alterations. First, there
are the adjustments to marriage and
to the parsonage life. Then the child-
ren come along and bring more
changes.

No longer can we “jump” at a mo-
ment’s notice to make a call with our
husbands. Nights out most likely
mean a baby-sitter. All manner of
things are adjusted—happily—and
geared to the welfare and develop-
ment of our families. We run the full
gamut of childhood diseases, the
PTA, scouts, quizzing, slumber par-
ties, and high school graduations.
Vacations are planned to include the
children. Family worship is certain-
ly designed to build our children’s
knowledge of and devotion to God.
Even meal planning and home fur-
nishings are influenced. Then come
the “dating” days, college, and final-
ly weddings.

These adjustments seem to come
upon us naturally and progressively
over the years. The next change

November, 1973

seems to burst upon us more sudden-
ly. The children are gone—perhaps,
as in my case, hundreds of miles dis-
tant. It takes a little time to register
the fact (or maybe accept it) that the
room left by the last child is no lon-
ger hers (or his). But one day we re-
alize that we can take down, put
away, or discard things left there. We
can redecorate and furnish the room
as a guest room, sewing room, or
study.

We realize—sometimes a little
more slowly—that our children don’t
really need our supervision, our plan-
ning, our “worrying.” They are living
their own lives and doing fine. Our
responsibilities have changed. (The
pastor’s wife has an advantage here,
for she may feel this less acutely be-
cause “her people” are always with
her.)

Other things change—and they
should. Those meals should be a lit-
tle less caloric now. We can eat out
occasionally—with much less ex-
pense for only two. Vacations can be
taken in the off-tourist season, since
there are no school schedules to con-
flict.

I recall expressing my dread of
having my last daughter leave, and
one wife said, “Oh, you’ll miss her,
but you'll find it is rather nice to have
just the two of you again—Ilike when
you started out.” | found this to be
true.

Our changes should all be for the
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better—none for the worse. A hum-
ber of friends have mentioned the
change in their family worship af-
ter the children were gone. Some
have admitted their devotions to-
gether have suffered somewhat.
They need to be “revamped.” We
felt so keenly the necessity to have
well-planned, regular family worship
when the children were small. Even
when they reached junior high and
high school age, and their irregular
schedules made worship time more
difficult, we still managed to keep
this important part of our family life
alive. But we feel less responsibility
along this line when the children have
gone. We are adults, we have our own
personal devotions.

But we need to revive a new “one-
ness” and start it through our wor-
ship together. We need to establish
an “altar for two.” This can include
many forms—worship at breakfast,
after dinner, driving in the car. Con-
versational prayer at night in bed
can be very precious. This three-way

conversation can help in the com-
munication gap if there is one—
sometimes you can “pray” what you
find hard to “say.”

During a discussion in our Sunday
school class, one of the men offered
this comment: “I believe husbands
and wives are supposed to edify one
another, give strength to each other,
and build each other up in the faith.”
He contributed richly to the entire
group, for we felt he spoke from ex-
perience.

God wants us to be on the same
spiritual plane—or wavelength. He
wants us to share the Word together,
to share prayer burdens together, to
laugh together, to work together. The
Holy Spirit can strengthen a weaken-
ing relationship. He can even heal
an *“ailing” marriage, and build a
new oneness.

Yes, God can “spark” a marriage
when the children leave home.

Grow old along with me!
The best isyet to be.

One cold winter morning in the city of Birmingham, a preach-
er’'s wife noticed on the street a small boy with newspapers under
his arm. He was without shoes and stood with his bare feet on the
grating of a hot-air vent outside a bakery. Seeing his red, chapped
feet, she was moved with pity and asked him, “ Son, where are your

shoes?”

“Lady, | ain’t got no shoes,”

was the simple reply.

The pastor’s wife invited him to come with her to a department
store, where she bought him some heavy shoes and stockings. The
little fellow, proud of his new shoes, ran joyfully from the store with-
out so much as thanking his benefactor. She was somewhat disap-

pointed at his lack of gratitude.

But as she left the store, he came running back and exclaimed
breathlessly, “Lady, | forgot to thank you for these nice, warm
shoes!” Then he continued: “Lady, | wanna ask you a question: Are

you God’s wife?”

She was taken aback and stumbled for a reply and stuttered,
“Why—ah—no; I'm just one of His children.”
“Well, I knowed you must be some kin to Him,” he affirmed.

18
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Every pastor should equip himself to

understand and help the depressed, since
devoted Christians may become victims

of depression.

Depression and Christian Faith

eall have some idea Of what de-

pression is. We know that
when people are depressed they look
sad; they may weep a great deal. A
patient may say, “I find myself cry-
ing all the time and | don’t know
what I'm crying about.” This is de-
pression.

There are not only psychic, but
there are physical, manifestations of
depression. The psychic signs are
pessimism, a gloomy attitude, dis-
couragement, and above everything
else, self-depreciation. The person
who is depressed says of himself,
“1 am no good. ... Itwould be better
if 1 were dead. I am not fit to
live.” On the physical side there is a
general retardation. The depressed
person slows down in all of his ac-
tivities. He is likely to talk slower.
His bodily functions are slower. He
tends to have a poor appetite and
poor sleep. He may waken early in
the morning—five o’clock, four
o’'clock, three o'clock.

by
O. S. Walters, M.D.

Free Methodist
Psychiatrist
Peoria, Il

November, 1973

The general opinion in Great
Britain among psychiatrists has been
that there is only one kind of depres-
sion, endogenous, having a physio-
logical basis. In America the opinion
prevails that there are two kinds of
depression, one that originates in the
body, and another which comes from
psychological factors external to the
person. This is called exogenous,
since it originates from circum-
stances outside, contrasted with en-
dogenous, which arises in the body.
This latter may be the consequence
of heredity, a defect that the person
inherits very much as he inherits a
tendency, let us say, to diabetes.

Emotional depression is always re-
lated to some external, identifiable
cause. The persons with endogenous
depression—this inborn kind—may
fall ill with depression for which no-
body can see any cause. This occurs
in persons who have comfortable eco-
nomic circumstance, fine families,
good relationships with working as-
sociates, and so on. There is no iden-
tifiable external cause for it. Endog-
enous depression seems to be caused
by physical factors that we do not yet
understand. Neurotic depression or
psychogenic depression arises from
psychological factors, hence s
amenable to psychiatric and other
psychological approaches. If endo-
genous depression is hereditary, and
is physical in its origin, we must look
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upon it just as we would look upon
pneumonia or diabetes or a broken
hip. It is something that we try to
alleviate, but it may not be respon-
sive to reassurance, psychotherapy,
or to spiritual nurture.

In psychogenic depression it is
relatively easy to identify the excit-
ing cause. We undertake to deal with
those causes to help the sufferer from
depression. This type of depression
invariably will be found to be asso-
ciated with some kind of loss or
adversity. It may be the death of a
loved person. It may be the loss of
prestige because of demotion in a po-
sition. It may be the loss of economic
standing or of social status. All of
these are, in some sense, deprivation.
The individual has been deprived of
something that was important to
him. When we examine neurotic or
psychogenic depression, it is almost
always possible to find some adver-
sity in the life of the person that rep-
resents a loss to him.

Psychogenic depression is some-
times divided into normal and neu-
rotic. Normal depression may seem a
paradoxical term, and in one sense it
is. Anyone who has lost a loved per-
son suffers grief, which is really a
form of depression. Hence we may
speak of normal depression. Time isa
great healer.

It is only when grief lasts for an
unreasonable period that it is looked
upon as pathologic or neurotic. When
depression is either too intense or
prolonged, it passes over into the
pathologic.

The most obvious characteristic of
a depressed individual is his loss of
self-esteem. “1 am no good.” He has
a sense of failure, or worthlessness.
He no longer considers himself a per-
son of worth, as the normal individu-
al does.

If we can discover why a person
loses his self-esteem, we can under-
stand psychogenic depression. There
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are several reasons.

First, he may be one of those lone-
ly persons who has become isolated
from his fellows. He is downcast and
looks as though he were suffering.
This is in itself an appeal for care,
concern, love from others. So the lack
of love is one of the reasons back of
the collapse of self-esteem. “Nobody
loves me.” The suicidal attempt is
sometimes called “the cry for help.”
Depression is a sign that one needs
attention from others—an invitation
for attention and sympathy.

The unloved person may be re-
sponsible for the fact that he doesn’t
have love. He may withdraw from
others. Or he may act aggressively
toward other persons and repel
them. He may actually be rejected by
others because of characteristics that
alienate, or he may just imagine that
he repels others.

One of my patients grew up in a
small town where everyone knew that
he was an illegitimate child. From
early childhood he was ridiculed by
the other children and called names
that accentuated the situation. It is
only natural that, living under this
stigma, he grew up with little self-
esteem and felt inferior, unloved, iso-
lated.

The depressed person is often an
angry person. Usually he doesn’t re-
alize this and if you were to confront
him with “You're angry,” he would
deny it. But underneath is deep hos-
tility. Why is he angry? Consider,
again, the illegitimate child. The
barrage of accusations made him an
angry person, and this underlay his
depression.

The child who has lost a much
loved parent may have anger at the
abandonment. “Why did my father
leave me alone?” Within each of us
is a sense of right and wrong. As
anger develops, even though we may
not be aware of it, there develops a
sense of guilt. “It is not right that |
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should be angry.” So back of the loss
of self-esteem is often a sense of
guilt—not necessarily real guilt. The
guilt may be out of proportion to the
offense, but frequently underneath
depression is some feeling of having
done wrong.

The collapse of self-esteem often
eventuates in suicide. “It would be
better if | were dead. ... My parents
and family would be better off.”
Since we do not know any rule by
which suicidal threats can be sorted
out into those that are a real threat
and those that are not, they must al-
ways be taken seriously by the family
and by the psychiatrist.

Christian faith may be of great

assistance to the depressed person
who needs forgiveness for guilt, or
who feels himself unloved. Making a
commitment to Christ may help to
resolve anger and resentment when
these are fully recognized. But even
devoted Christians may become the
victims of depression at times. They
may need the assistance of a skilled
counselor to help them penetrate the
self-deception of neurosis and to gain
insight into the underlying causes.
Every pastor should equip himself to
understand and help the depressed.
The psychiatrist may be needed to
provide treatment in or out of the
hospital, since depression may be a
medical emergency.

The Parable of the Good Teacher

A certain boy left Sunday school and fell among the wrong crowd,
who stripped him of his character, reputation, and self-respect, and

departed, leaving him half dead.

And by chance there came down a certain lazy Sunday school
teacher that way; and when she saw him, she said: “ Oh, well, there is
no use wasting time on him. I'll just mark him off my list.” And she

passed by on the other side.

Likewise an unconcerned teacher without a vision came. When

she saw him she said, “ Poor boy!

| guess there is no use now; he

should have stayed in Sunday school. | have too much to do to fool
around with him; besides, I'm tired.” And she passed him by.
But a certain teacher as she hunted up her absentees came where

the boy was, and when she saw him, she had compassion on him, and
went to him, and bound up his wounds with interest, patience, and
concern, pouring in love and kindness. And she put him on her prayer
list and brought him to the throne of God, asking God to take care of
him, supply his needs, and save his soul. “ And whatsoever Thou wilt
have me do, let me know. I'll do my best,” she promised.

Which now of these three thinkest thou was a God-pleasing teach-
er?

She that showed interest in her absentees. Then Jesus said, “ Go
thou, and do likewise.” —Selected.

November, 1973
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Church Music
in the Age
of Aquarius

By J. W. Clark

Wichita, Kans.

m ajor objective of our church

music program is to provide a
means through which every man can
discover himself, his potential, and
his God.

The seventies are already with us,
but are we with today’s “everyman”?
In the past, some church music could
be described as a program that
turned the natural joy of singing into
a doleful experience. Today this kind
of program could not survive—it
would turn off a turned-on genera-
tion.

What is our turned-on, modern
man like? He is the son or daughter
of everyman. He is in search of his
role in life, for a goal to achieve, of a
God that can become real and defi-
nite in his own personal life. He is a
man who loves to participate, to en-
gage in experience, but has no time
to analyze or structure experience.
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This is the modern man of the “Age
of Aquarius.”

But we live in an age of earthrise
as well as sunrise. Earthrise is the
age when man stands on the surface
of the moon and views the earth ris-
ing over the horizon; the age of new
ideas, approaches, perspectives; the
age of tension, fear, and frustration.

We are like one who stands looking
into a mirror—standing on the out-
side looking in. We see a new concept
of ourselves, a new need. This is the
age that definitely recognizes the in-
dividual and the needs of his heart
and life. And in this new age comes
the thirst for power— power to change
the life of the individual man.

The church music curriculum in
the age of earthrise will deal with the
appropriate experience of the heart
of man. The central concern of this
music will be the application of love
to the problems faced by modern
man. Church music will focus upon
helping man to discover, interpret,
and give form to his human experi-
ence with a living God. This power
to change man also comes from mu-
sic’'s ability to permit a listener to
get a clearer, deeper, more accurate
insight into the human condition; to
better understand himself; and to de-
velop a more creative response to life
by becoming aware of the love and
power of God, from which he may
draw his strength. In short, church
music can help a man to become
more Christlike.

Hal David says, “What the world
needs now is love,” and he is correct.
What modern man needs is God’s
love. So we ask the question: Just
what do we want to accomplish
through music in a church service?
We could say, Show the man who
comes to your church that “God is
love” through a vibrant, victorious,
joyful music program that will guar-
antee an experience with the living,
dynamic God he seeks.
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Pastoral Ponderings and Prayer

Saturday Night Soliloquy

By G. Lewis VanDyne*

oon the clock will strike mid-
S night. The old week and the new
week will meet and pass in the
night—one to oblivion, the other to
the dawning of promise. | guess I'm
never quite ready for the old one to
end. So many things left undone—at
least on my human agenda. Neither
am | always ready for the new week
to dawn. Nevertheless, the weeks ex-
change places—one goes and another
comes.

At this point in the week | am con-
scious of the truth that this work of
pastoring demands more than human
strength and wisdom. My abilities
are so small—they make little if any
impression on the needs which con-
front me daily. | could not face Sun-
day and the demands that will be
made upon me if it were not for the
knowledge that it is not by might or
strength, but by the Holy Spirit, that
I shall stand and minister to my con-
gregation. What confidence it gives
me to know that what happens to-
morrow in the church will be the re-
sult of my allowing God to be at work
in me! This not only takes a great
weight off my shoulders, but it causes
me to look forward to what God is go-
ing to do.

My prayer is that | shall bring to
this time my best efforts. That |
shall have done the best I could pos-
sibly do with the opportunities of the
past week, and that I shall have given

*Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Santa Barbara,
Calif.
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myself unstintingly to hours of
preparation as God allowed me the
time, energy, and ability.

What a challenging opportunity
faces me as a pastor! | have the pri-
vilege of meeting people on the
threshold of the coming week. They
are people who have chosen to give
God the first hours of a new week.
They are interested in making the
best use of their lives. | can speak to
them about the most important
values and point them to the greatest
Source of inspiration, wisdom, and
strength—the Lord Jesus Christ.

Some of them will still be looking
back to the week just ended. They
will be conscious of their failures, of
the disappointing experiences, of the
setbacks that have plagued them, of
tasks unfinished, of hopes dashed.
They will need the lifting experience
of seeing Jesus, the Hope. They will
need to be turned about to face the
coming week with new courage and
new vision. They will need to forget
the past week and to buy stock in the
coming one.

Some will look forward with dread
to an unknown future. They will need
the encouragement to walk trustingly
into that future with God. | shall
have the golden opportunity to place
their hands in the hand of God. To-
gether we will walk side by side into
that future, no matter what the pres-
ent prospects may be.

Thank You for Saturday nights,
Lord, this time of endings and begin-
nings. Make me ready for both.
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The Saint of Assisi

young man Who lived in the Ital-
A ian town of Assisi experienced
in 1206 a great spiritual change that
could be nothing else but conversion.
He was the son of rich middle-class
parents who had been brought up to
enjoy life. His life was a gay one
marked with popularity and extrava-
gance. He was rich in this world’s
goods.

God spoke as directly to Francisco
Bernardo as he did to Saul of Tarsus.
There is no question that his life un-
derwent a great change. He took very
seriously and literally the teachings
of Jesus. Much has been said about
his relationship with birds and ani-
mals. This has almost altogether be-
come a characteristic association
with his name. He was not a great
scholar and his fame is not as a theo-
logian. His reading program seems to
have been confined to the Bible
alone.

The notable facts of the life of
Francis to which we have access
point him out as a man who sought to
literally follow the teachings of his
Lord and Master in every area of his
life. He was limited humanly by the
culture and knowledge of the age in
which he lived, but his spiritual mo-
tives are beyond reproach.

by
Ross W. Hayslip

Pastor
Church of the Nazarene
Tucson, Ariz.
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The fact that upon his accepting
Christ as his Saviour he turned his
back upon the wealth of his family
and chose to go about clothed in
rags is a challenge to our day of af-
fluence. Francis once looked upon a
repulsive leper, ragged and rotting,
and saw Christ. He kissed the leper.
An old legend says that this leper
was healed. Whether this be true or
not, his example of concern roused
men to see the need of caring for the
unfortunate victims of this dread
plague. The ministry of Francis to
the poor opened the eyes of the ru-
lers of Europe in his day and aided in
the overthrow of feudalism.

Francis was indeed human. His
humanity shows itself many times as
an earthen vessel that contained
priceless treasure. Some early scribes
made a collection of stories about his
life and entitled it The Mirror of Per-
fection. This indeed Francis was—a
mirror. He claimed no light of his
own but tried unceasingly to reflect
something of the glorious light which
is in the face of Jesus Christ.

He wrote but little. Among the
greatest of his literary legacy is an ex-
position of the Lord’s Prayer. A pas-
sage that | greatly enjoy is: “Thy
Kingdom come: that thou shouldst
reign within us with thy grace and let
us come to thy Kingdom, where we
shall see thee face to face and have
perfect love, blessed company and
eternal joy.”

Another passage from this same
writing: “And forgive us our tres-
passes as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and what we do not
entirely forgive, make thou, 0 Lord,
that we should forgive, so that for thy
sake we should sincerely love our en-
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emies and intercede devoutly for
them with thee and never render evil
for evil and strive with thy help to be
of assistance to all men.”

Francis was without doubt the out-
standing Christian leader of the Mid-
dle Ages and was loved because he
was the human embodiment of the
Spirit of Christ. As he lay dying, at

his request John 13 was read aloud.
Probably the last words which he
heard upon earth were, “Having
loved his own which were in the
world, he loved them unto the end.”
The life of Francis had indeed been
an expression of love—Ilove of God
and love of man—to the end and to
the uttermost.

in theA study

Marching with the Master Through Mark

November 4

The True Measure of Giving (12:43)
Scripture: Mark 12:41-44

Introduction: Someone has said: “The
measure of love is love without measure.”
True love is never cold and calculating.
It is always outgoing, outflowing.

Jesus had been teaching the people
“in the temple,” that is, in the Temple
area. Perhaps this was in the spacious
Court of the Gentiles. Then He moved
into the Court of the Women, which it is
said could hold 15,000 people. There He
sat down opposite the treasury and
watched the people in their giving. It
was an interesting study in human na-
ture.

The treasury consisted of 13 large brass
receptacles with trumpet-shaped mouths.
Nine of these were for the regular Tem-
ple tax, and money gifts instead of sac-
rifices. The other four were for offerings
for the purchase of wood, incense, Tem-
ple decorations, and burnt offerings.

Jesus watched the wealthy toss in their
gold coins. Some probably did it noncha-
lantly, others ostentatiously. In either
case it meant to them little more than
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performing a required duty.

Finally a widow came. She threw in
“two mites, which make a farthing”—or,
as the Greek says, “two lepta, which is a
quadrans.” These two smallest copper
coins were worth about a quarter of a cent
each. So the sum total of what she gave
was about half an American penny.

Yet Jesus said that she gave more than
all the rest. What kind of standard of
measurement was He using for this?
Three principles probably provide the
answer.

l. civing IS Measured, Not by the
Amount, but by the Proportion.

Here are two people sitting in church.
One of them makes $200 a week. He
proudly puts a $20.00 bill into the offer-
ing plate. Nearby is a poor old lady who
has worked hard and made $20.00 that
week. She unobtrusively slips a $5.00 bill
into the plate as it passes her. Any rea-
sonable person would say that she gave
more than he did. In fact, he actually
gave nothing. He only paid his tithe,
which belongs to God. But she paid her
$2.00 tithe and then gave the other $3.00
as a gift of love. Incidentally, this exam-
ple shows the great importance of the use
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of church envelopes, so that one’s giving
will not be advertised.

Il. Giving Is M easured, Not by the

Amount Given, but by How M uch Is
Left Over.

When the wealthy people threw their
gold and silver coins into the treasury,
they had an abundant plenty of money
still in their possession to take care of all
their needs. But the poor widow had
nothing left. Jesus said that she “cast in
all that she had, even all her living.” She
had no money left over with which to buy
bread for her next meal. The rich gave
out of their abundance; she gave out of
her poverty. All this Jesus observed, and
all this God sees today. While no one else
may know the true circumstances, He
does. Have you ever given your last dol-
lar? Those of us who have know what a
wonderful blessing it can bring. A. M.
Hunter said, “The greatest gift is that
which costs the giver most.”

Ill. Giving Is M easured by the Spirit of
the Giver.

Jesus had just condemned the scribes
for being proud, selfish, greedy (vv. 38-
40). Now He commended the widow for
showing an unselfish spirit of devotion to
God. The wealthy gave out of a sense of
duty; she gave from a heart of love. They
gave to win the praise of men; she gave to
please God. They gave thoughtlessly; she
gave sacrificially. It was her spirit that
caused her gift to weigh more heavily in
the divine balances than all the other
gifts put together.

God is not interested primarily in the
amount we give but in the spirit in which
we give it. This is what He is observing.
Someone has said, “Give till you feel it.”

November 11

The Second Coming
of Christ (13:33)

Mark 13:32-37

Scripture:

Because some self-styled
prophets have gone into wild speculations
about the time and circumstances of the
Second Coming, many people have shied

Introduction:

26

away from the subject. But we have no
right to do this, in view of the much at-
tention given to it in the New Testament.

One fact alone should impress us great-
ly: The only long discourse found in all
three Synoptic Gospels is the so-called
Olivet Discourse, and its theme is the
Second Coming. This is the only dis-
course of Jesus that Mark gives at full
length. We cannot ignore it.

It is true that part of the discourse re-
lates primarily to the destruction of Jeru-
salem in a.d. 70. But verse 26 shows that
the last part, at least, refers to the re-
turn of Christ at the end of this age. In
verse 8 “sorrows” is literally “birth
pains.” The great tribulation will be the
birth pangs of the Messianic Kingdom.

l. when? (v. 32)

Jesus said: “But of that day and that
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels
which are in heaven, neither the Son, but
the Father.” In Matthew’s parallel pas-
sage (24:36) the phrase “neither the Son”
is missing. But the oldest Greek manu-
scripts have it in both places. As the eter-
nal Son of God, Christ was omniscient.
But in His incarnation He chose to limit
himself in His conscious knowledge. If
He did not know the time of His second
coming, who are we to claim that we
know it? All date setting is clearly pro-
hibited in this passage. And yet the exact
day of Christ’s return has been publicly
announced again and again during the
last two centuries. All this is contrary to
scripture.

Il. watch (v. 33)

We are not to ask “When?” but to obey
the command, “Watch.” Jesus said:
“Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye
know not when the time is.” Throughout
the New Testament this always is the

By Ralph Earle

Professor of New Testament
Nazarene Theological Seminary
Kansas City, Mo.
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emphasis in connection with the Second
Coming.

The command to watch occurs again
at the beginning of verse 35 and at the
end of verse 37. It is the primary thrust of
the Olivet Discourse, and it should be our
first concern in all our thinking and
teaching on the subject.

A different Greek word for watch is
found in verse 33 from that used in verses
34, 35, and 37. But the basic meaning of
both is essentially the same. Literally
they mean, “Keep awake!” That fits
into the picture of the servants watching
for the return of their master (v. 34). We
are not to be found “sleeping” at our
Lord’s second coming (v. 36). Rather, we
are to be always awake and on the alert.

I11. Why? (v. 35)

Why are we to be on the watch at all
times? Because “ye know not when” the
Master will come. The four expressions
in verse 35 refer to the four watches of the
night according to Roman military cus-
tom. We are to be ready at any and all
moments for the return of Christ.

November IS

Agony in the Garden (14:36)
Scripture: Mark 14:32-42

Introduction: We think of a garden as a
place of rest and relaxation, of quiet
meditation and prayer. This thought is
captured in the beautiful song about
coming to the garden alone and finding
fellowship with Christ there.

But this garden was something else.
Actually it was probably a grove of olive
trees on the lower slopes of the Mount of
Olives. The name Gethsemane means
“oil press,” a place where the oil was
squeezed out of the ripe olives.

At the gate of the grove Jesus left eight
of His disciples with the simple com-
mand: “Sit ye here, while | shall pray.”
Then He took with Him the three men of
His inner circle—Peter, James, and John.
They had been alone with Him when He
raised the daughter of Jairus from the
dead. More significantly, they alone had
witnessed the Transfiguration. There
they had caught a glimpse of His divine
glory. Now they were to see Him in His
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human suffering. They were to witness
the agony of His soul. What a privilege
and what a responsibility!

I. The Sorrowing Christ (vv. 33-36)

As Jesus entered the olive grove, He be-
gan “to be sore amazed, and to be very
heavy.” The first expression is a strong
compound in the Greek, suggesting “ter-
rified surprise.” The second verb means
“to be in anguish.” No wonder He said to
His disciples: “My soul is exceeding sor-
rowful unto death” (v. 34)! That is, “My
sorrow is Kkilling Me, is crushing the life
out of Me!” Then He gave them the ad-
monition: “Stay here and keep on the
alert.”

He left them and “went forward a lit-
tle” (v. 35). Luke says “about a stone’s
throw” (22:41). Then He “fell on the
ground, and prayed that, if it were pos-
sible, the hour might pass from him.”
The Greek says that He “was falling to
the ground,” crushed by a world’s sin.
Continuing His prayer, He said: “Abba,
Father, all things are possible unto thee;
take away this cup from me” (v. 36). The
term “Abba” is simply the Aramaic word
for “Father.” It would suggest familiari-
ty and endearment; that is, close fellow-
ship.

What was the “cup” from which Jesus
asked to be delivered? Usually it is
thought of as physical death. And so
carping critics have called Jesus a cow-
ard. Others have gone singing to the
stake, they say, but He cringed before the
Cross!

Such cynics have no understanding of
what was involved. Jesus was not afraid
of physical pain. What He dreaded was
that awful moment of separation from
His Father’'s face, when He “who knew
no sin” would be made “sin for us” (2
Cor. 5:21). This was the agony that al-
most overpowered Him.

Il. The Submitting Christ (V. 36c)
Having lifted His heart in this an-
guished cry, Jesus bowed His head in
humble submission and said, “Neverthe-
less not what I will, but what thou wilt.”
It was here that He fully accepted the
Cross, with all its agony. It was here that
He agreed to pay the full price of man’s
redemption, taking our place as con-
demned sinners. It is probable that the
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greatest battle of Jesus’ life was fought
and won in Gethsemane.

I1l. The Steeping Disciples (vv. 37, 40)
In spite of the fact that the Master
had expressly told His three closest fol-
lowers to keep awake, He found them
asleep when He returned from praying.

Since Peter had asserted his loyalty so
strongly, Christ reproved him, calling
him by his human name, “Simon” (v.
37). Then He admonished them all:
“Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into
temptation” (v. 38).

When He found them asleep the third
time, He said: “Sleep on now, and take
your rest.” But this jars awkwardly with
what follows, especially verse 42: “Rise
up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is
at hand.” In the Greek, exactly the same
words in the same order may be indica-
tive or interrogative. And in the second
person plural of the present tense, as
here, the same form may be either indica-
tive or imperative. So the correct transla-
tion of verse 41 is: “Are you still sleeping
and taking your rest? It is enough! The
hour has come! See, the Son of Man is be-
ing betrayed into the hands of sinners.”
This makes sense out of the passage.

Conclusion: The highest prayer that any
of us can pray is “Not my will, but thine,
be done.” This calls for a crucial self-
surrender of our wills to His will, followed
by a continued self-submission to our
Lord. (Sing Dr. Benner’'s chorus “Not My
Will, but Thine.”)

November 25

The Big Fisherman’s Worst Hour
(14:72)
Scripture: Mark 14:53-72

T ext: And when he thought thereon, he
wept (v. 72).

Introduction: “Everyone has played the
part of Peter in the great drama of life.
Sometime, somewhere, each of us has
denied his Lord.

“But the crucial question is: Have we
followed Peter’s role to the finish? Have
we repented with bitter tears? Have we
been forgiven and restored? Have we been
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called and commissioned? Have we been
empowered by the Spirit? Have we, who
failed in the past, found a fruitful minis-
try of blessing to humanity?” (Earle, Pro-
claiming the New Testament: Mark, Ba-
ker Book House, 1961, p. 108).

I. Peter's M istakes (v.54)

1. He disregarded warning. Jesus had
warned Peter, “You will deny Me three
times” (v. 30). In reply Peter had pro-
tested that he would die for his Lord be-
fore he would deny Him. Instead of pro-
testing, he should have been listening.
When we think we know more than the
Lord knows, we always get into trouble.

2. He followed afar off. Our only hope
in the Christian life is to keep close to
Christ. Peter thought it was safer to keep
his distance, but he got “hooked.” Fol-
lowing afar off always leads to failure.

3. He warmed himself at the enemy’s
fire. After swinging his sword at a servant
of the high priest and cutting off his ear
(John 18:10, 26), Peter took a big risk in
sitting down with the servants in the
courtyard (“palace”) of Caiaphas. The
way of comfort (“warmed himself’) is not
always the best way in life.

Il. Peter’s D enials (vv. 66-71)

The four accounts of the denials differ
somewhat in detail, though they all agree
that Peter denied his Lord three times.
Probably there was considerable confu-
sion, with several people “chiming in” to
accuse the apostle.

All four accounts agree that he was first
guestioned by a maidservant of the high
priest. Mark’s account suggests that she
recognized him in the light of the open
fire. He was vigorous in denying that he
knew Jesus.

The second time it was “a maid” who
told the bystanders, “This is one of
them” (v. 69). So the King James. But
the Greek clearly says: “And when the
maid saw him, she began again to say to
those standing by.” Peter didn't know
enough to remove himself from the spot-
light.

The third time it was a general chorus:
“Surely you are one of them, for you are a
Galilean” (v. 70). They recognized him
by his Galilean accent. Poor Peter! He
was always opening his mouth and get-
ting himself into trouble.
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In answer to this final accusation, Pe-
ter “began to curse and to swear.” This
has sometimes been interpreted as mean-
ing that he used vulgar language and thus
proved that he was not a loyal follower of
Christ. But this is judicial terminology
here. What Peter was saying was this:
“Let me be cursed if | am not telling you
the truth; | declare under oath that I do
not know this man.” So he was guilty of

perjury.

IIl. Peter’'s Repentance (v. 72c)

Just then the rooster crowed. Peter re-
membered Jesus’ prediction: “ Before the
cock crows twice you will deny Me
thrice.” It struck him hard! “And when

he thought thereon, he wept.” This is

True Wealth

T ext: Forye know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich,
yet for your sakes he became poor, that
ye through his poverty might be rich (2
Cor. 8:9).

Man is confused in his
understanding of the terms “rich” and
“poor.”

A. Some of the “poorest” people in
the world are those who have the largest
bank accounts.

B. Some of the “richest” people in the
world are those who have the least of this
world’s goods.

Introduction:

I. “He W as Rich”
A. He knew eternal values.

1. He knew that His SOUL was
worth more than all the world.
“For what is a man profited,
if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul?”
(Matt. 16:26).
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only three words in the Greek, only two
after “and.” The first of the two, a par-
ticiple, could mean that he “covered his
head” or “flung himselfout.” In any case,
he wept bitter tears of repentance.

Conclusion: Have we denied our Lord?
By our lips? By our lives? If so, have we
repented? In spite of his abject failure,
Peter went on to become the apostle who
preached a sermon on the Day of Pente-
cost that resulted in 3,000 being con-
verted.

But that was Peter filled with the
Spirit. We, too, need to be filled with the
Holy Spirit, that we may not be deniers
of Christ in any way, but rather His dy-
namic witnesses.

2. He knew that He owned that
which could NOT be de-
stroyed. “ Fear not them which
kill the body, but are not able
to Kkill the soul” (Matt. 10:28).

3. He knew that He possessed a
treasure which GOD ALONE
can give. “The gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus
Christour Lord” (Rom. 6:23b).

B. He possessed purity of heart.

1. He was FREE from sin. “Who
did no sin” (1 Pet. 2:22).

2. He desired to do but ONE
thing: “ ... the will of him that
sent me” (John 4:34).

3. His BEING was holy, that we
too, as His children, might
know purity of heart. “That
we should be holy and without
blame” (Eph. 1:4). Our Cre-
ator is pure. Thus the Source
of our holiness is pure. It is
therefore reasonable to obey
the command, “Be ye holy;
for I am holy.”

C. He lived a life of abundance.

1. All power was given unto Him.

“ All power is given unto me in

heaven and in earth” (Matt.
28:18).

2. His love for ALL men gave

Him riches untold. “. . . his

great love wherewith he loved
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us, even when we were dead in
sins” (Eph. 2:4-5).

3. He was true to God’s calling
and purpose. “This man hath
done NOTHING amiss” (Luke
23:41).

Il. “For Your Sakes He Became Poor”
A. He became poor through man'’s
weight of sins. They “platted a
crown of thorns, they put it upon

his head” (Matt. 27:29).

B. He became poor because of man'’s
rebuking attitude toward His
love. They “mocked him” (Matt.
27:29).

C. He became poor through man’s
spirit of rejection. “They spit up-
on him” (Matt. 27:30).

D. He became poor through man'’s

guilt of pride. “They . . . led him
away to crucify him” (Matt. 27:
31).

E. He became poor as man’s only
Ransom. “Who gave himself a
ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2:6).

IIl. “That Ye Through His

M ight Be Rich”

A. The wealth of His resources is
open to the obedient through Cal-
vary. “Jesus saith . .. Come and
dine” (John 21:12).

B. His saving grace is the greatest of
all possessions which man may
own. “...the acknowledgment of

.. Christ; in whom are hid all
the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge” (Col. 2:2-3).

C. For one to be truly rich, “see that

ye ABOUND in this grace also”

Poverty

(2 Cor. 8:7).
D. He died that through Him we
“might have life, and . . . have it

more abundantly” (John 10:10).

Conclusion:

A. His riches and resources are SO
abundant.

B. His poverty (death) was all for OUR
sakes.

C. As we seek Him and find Him as
our own, we learn the meaning of TRUE
WEALTH.

J. Walter Haltl,Jr.
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BULLETIN U BARREL

Where Is the Mission Field?

“Where is the mission field?” some
people ask

And then act surprised when they hear
me say,

“You're living on a mission field with
every passing day.”

A mission field’'s wherever there are
straying souls to find,

Wherever there's a neighbor who needs
someone who’s kind.

Wherever there are young folk who
need a guiding hand—

There, my friend’s a mission field—do
you understand?

“Go ye into all the world”
mean a foreign trip;

It may be a smile and a chosen tract to
leave with a waiter’s tip.

may not

“The world” is everywhere, you
know—at home, where you're
employed,

Wherever hearts are lonely and sense
an aching void.

There, yes, there’s your mission field—
wherever you may be,

Here in dear America or somewhere
‘cross the sea.

Wherever you can work for Christ,
wherever hearts can yield,

There, my friend, is where to serve—
there’'s YOUR mission field!

—Nat Olson

* * *

A preacher coming into a new loca-
tion was invited to join one of the civic
luncheon clubs. In introducing him the
speaker announced they were electing
him to be the “chief hog caller” for the
club.

In responding, the preacher said,
“ Gentlemen, | certainly appreciate the
very great honor you have conferred
upon me. | came to this community ex-
pecting to be a shepherd of a flock;
but of course you know your crowd bet-
ter than | do.”
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JL AND HE]

AMONG BOOKS

Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from
your Publishing House

Man of the Morning
By Donald P. Brickley (Nazarene Pub-
lishing House. 297 pp., paper, $2.95))

Phineas Bresee: Mr. Nazarene
By Emily Moore (Nazarene Publishing
House, 1973. 72 pp., paper, $1.00.)

Of special interest to Nazarenes, and of
interest to their brothers among other
holiness churches, are these two biogra-
phies of the founder of the Church of the
Nazarene. Brickley’s book is a paperback
reprint of a 1960 publication, and has
been acclaimed by many as the best of
the biographies of this illustrious preach-
er of second-blessing holiness.

Emily Moore's brief book contains
many anecdotes not previously pub-
lished, along with some of the highlights
from other materials, and will appeal to
those who would like a condensed but
vivid glimpse of this well-known and
much loved prince of preachers.

Electric Evangelism
By Dennis Benson (Abingdon Press, 1973.
144 pp., cloth, $3.95.)

At first glance, this promised to be
another book for those who are especially
interested in using local radio and TV
stations in their ministry; the “media
specialists.” Not so. This is helpful for
any pastor whether or not he has ever had
any interest in or experience with the
electronic media. He needs to hear author
Benson out. “When a man could bring
Jesus to 200,000 unsaved people several
times a day, every day of the week, but
instead speaks once a week to 200 church
members, | have to assume that he isn’t
very serious about evangelism,” observes
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Benson. He goes on: “The local church
spends thousands of dollars every year on
buildings, books, magazines, bulletins,
etc. Yet few utilize their local radio and
TV stations for free time. What a fantas-
tic waste!l How can we justify burying
those talents when the Master requires
them of us?”

You will not agree with everything he
says, and you will not be able to follow
all his suggestions. But you will be awak-
ened to new vistas of untapped territory,
and you will have at your disposal some
valuable information for using the media
in spreading the gospel message.

The Gospel of Power
By Sydney Martin (Beacon Hill Press of
Kansas City, 1973. 82 pp., $1.50.)

This powerful little book appraises our
times astutely, and shows that in the
Book of Romans the Apostle Paul pre-
sents good news for just such an era as
ours. It is superbly written, with apt
changes in familiar phrases (“Apostolics
Anonymous,” p. 17)—a stylistic freshness
that keeps the reader alert.

If the author’s theological breadth sur-
prises some, it might be because they do
not know that besides pastoring a large
Nazarene congregation some 25 years, he
has lectured each semester for as many
years in holiness colleges in Scotland.
Martin sees that Platonic idealism is for-
eign to Christian faith (pp. 67-68), be-
cause we have an Incarnation going for us
and do not “denigrate” (p. 66) man’s
physical nature—but even anticipate the
body’s “resurrection” (p. 68). Indeed, the
book has much to say about physicalizing
the spiritual (pp. 64ff.), so that spiritual
reality may actually be viewed by the
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unevangelized in flesh-and-blood believ-
ers.

The author quotes from many of the
best religious writers of our times, and
often gives the reader the milieu out of
which those writers are speaking. Also,
our author quotes his opponents, and
puts what they say in a fairly good light,
and goes on to differ heartily—never
ranting in the process.

The reader knows, of course, that the
author is from Scotland (the Scottish
Psalter is quoted; that lands preachers),
but none of us will hold that against him.

This reviewer considers Martin’s to be
a “must” book for ministers. These “Wi-
ley Lectures,” given at Pasadena College,
deserve a wide readership.

J. Kenneth Grider

Contemporary Portraits from the
Old Testament

By Paul T. Culbertson (Beacon Hill Press

of Kansas City, 1973. 144 pp., cloth,

$2.95.)

Author Culbertson, who is known as an
able college professor and the collabora-
tor with H. Orton Wiley in his Christian
Theology, has a style which combines
scholarship with practical application.
He presents in this volume biblical
studies of Elijah, Nebuchadnezzar, Ruth,
Balaam, Job, Esther, Daniel, Caleb, and
others (15 in all) with practical applica-
tions from the approach of the psycholo-
gist.

His chapter on Elijah, for example,
takes the title “Elijah: When Psychic
Energy Runs Low”; and he deals with
such problems as the challenge to the
occult, unrelieved stress, combining
adaptability with moral strength, and
overcoming the shadows of the past (the
guilt person).

An unusual approach, one that will be
of special interest to those who have some
knowledge, at least, of basic principles
of psychology; but even more useful for
those who feel they are limited in their
understandings of the dynamics of hu-
man personality and its development. To
understand human needs is to be better
able to preach the biblical truths as they
apply to those needs.

J. M.
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Preachers’
Exchange

WANTED—Copy of book, Some Chap-
ters of My Life Story, by H. C. Morrison.
—Grover Kimberlin, R.D. 4, Box 56A,
Mt. Pleasant, Pa. 15666.

FOR SALE—Large collection of out-of-
print Wesleyan and early holiness books
and magazines.—Rev. Roger K. Moore,
69 Toronto Street North, Markdale, On-
tario.

WILL GIVE—New copies of Notable
Sermons from Protestant Pulpits (Abing-
don, 1958, 0.p.) to first 50 pastors sending
50c to cover mailing and handling. Rev.
Charles L. Wallis, Keuka College, Keuka
Park, N.Y. 14478.

 Editing the Gospel
We have no right to leave out
truths which for any reason we
never mention in our sermons. It
amounts sometimes to “editing”
the gospel.

e Anointing with Oil for the Sick
A pastor shares his experiences
in a simple, yet very effective way.
His church is finding the joys of
resting on God's promise for heal-

ing.
e Living Christmas Tree
A “tree” of people that lights up

and sings has caught the imagina-
tion of the entire community.

The Preacher's Magazine



MONG OURSELVES

A look at the past can bring a marked increase in
gratitude to God for His blessings. Raymond Kratzer sees
all sorts of possibilities here in his consideration of this
important “overtone” in the ministry, and it could not
come at a more appropriate time. High on the list of those
things we should appreciate are our families. Is there a
danger that we will fail to see their hands reaching out for
a touch of love? Franklin Butler’s article will cause you to
stop and think about that penetrating question that must
never be put out of our minds. It is no chance coincidence
that Mrs. Johnson thinks along this line in writing of the
time when the children are gone. So it is, with the brilliant
colors painted on autumn’s leaves and the church once
again picking up momentum during the revival season we
have come to associate with the “not-yet-winter time,” it
is appropriate to begin giving thanks. Rest assured the
gratitude of the editor includes a large place for the readers
of the Preacher’s Magazine, some of whom have expressed
their pleasure for some little help they have received along
the way.

Yours for souls,
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CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM
BUILDER
NO. 26

Time to plan the

Christmas program!

And this new PROGRAM

BUILDER, compiled by Grace Ramquist, is a
rewarding place to start. A variety of mate-
rials for all ages saves hours of searching
and helps you prepare a program of interest
to the whole church. Minimum of three
copies needed.

MC-126 75c

THE BROKEN
STAFF

CHRISTMAS DRAMA by
Dorothy and Mildred Wills.
Teen-age children of a
wealthy Hebrew, kidnapped
by bandits, are found
and released through
providential circum-
stances. Requires six men, four young women,
teen-age boy, young girl, narrator. Time: 35
minutes. Eight copies needed for performance.
MC-2 75c

THE REASON
FOR
CHRISTMAS

Here is a

CHRISTMAS SERVICE

for children, and

Lois Blanchard
conveniently puts it all together for you!
Songs, exercises, recitations, and scripture
provide participation for every boy and girl
from kindergarten through junior high. In-
cludes suggestions for the director and
"Order of Service.”
MC-223 50c

THE HOLY
CHILD

CHILDREN'S CANTATA
made up from 10 original
compositions by Kay Hall.
This unison and 2-part
musical develops the
Christmas story from
God’s choice of the

Virgin Mary through Joseph'’s flight to Egypt
with Mary and the Christ child. Concludes with
a challenge to accept Jesus.

MC-23 $1.00
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A CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

A DRAMATIC MUSICAL, by Otis Skillings and Jimmy Owens. Beautiful
arrangements of 21 much loved Christmas carols and appropriate
scripture narration will remind singers and listeners alike of the glorious jj|
events of that first Christmas. Performance time: 55 minutes.

MC-24 Songbook

L-7026 Stereo Recording
L-7026C Book-Record Combination
MC-24SF  Service Folder

$1.95
$4.98
$5.95

Pkg. 100, $5.00

FOR THE COMPLETE LINE of Christmas materials, see the Lillenas Christmas brochure
sent to all churches or send for a free personal copy.

Examination copies available to any program director or choir leader requesting them.

ACT NOW—It’s time to start rehearsals!
Available from your PUBLISHING HOUSE



