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fromtheEDITOR

Back to Bethlehem

he Christmas message IS distorted almost beyond recognition when

it becomes a story of fantasy rather than truth. Since the time of

the Bethlehem advent, we have slowly moved away from its glorious
truth. We are allowing it to become a dream world of exotic but useless
ideas.

Slowly but surely, the celebration of the birth of our Lord Christ
is becoming cluttered with confusion. We are preoccupied with how
many shopping days remain, or how we plan to spend our “holiday.”
Worst of all, there are thousands who see Christmas as a time to make
sure there is plenty of liquor on hand for the occasion.

We sing songs about a “White Christmas” with glistening treetops
and jingling sleighbells. We tell stories about how Santa was sick with a
cold and stayed in bed, or how “Chris Kringle” got started in the Santa
Claus business. We talk about a Grinch who stole Christmas, or a
Scrooge who hated it.

These attitudes suggest a tendency to accept substitutes, and
Christmas substitutes are not good enough for the Christian. In this day,
with a new generation in revolt against everything that smacks of the
“phony,” why not begin a revival of reality?

It is time to go “back to Bethlehem” for a long look at the real
Christmas.

Luke records the words of the shepherds, who were the first to hear
about the Christmas event, and they are appropriate words for our time:
“. .. let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us” (Luke 2:156).

Back to Bethlehem, Christmas emerges as a story of opposition and
adversity. Mary brought forth her Child in a stable, of all places (v. 7).
The Holy Child, God’s own Son, lay in a manger. The weary parents
were denied a room in the inn that night.

Thus the inspired author, Dr. Luke, captures a graphic scene. Here
is a picture of disappointment. There is a quality of adversity and oppo-
sition in the experience of Joseph and Mary on that first Christmas
night.

Luke, the good physician, would sense the adversity in the situa-
tion. It was something with which he was familiar. He had doubtless

December, 1976 1



observed it in the lives of his patients. More than the other Gospel
writers, he seemed to be sensitive to the hurts people faced.

People out there in our pews know about adversity. The student
who fell behind in his studies because of illness and then had his car
damaged beyond repair in an accident knows. The pastor’s wife knows
as she battles with the effects of cancer and tries to toil on at the side
of her husband. Most of those who live around us know about it. And
Christmas is for them. Jesus knew it too, if you believe in Bethlehem.

Back to Bethlehem, Christmas is a story of evangelism and mis-
sions. . . they made known abroad the saying which was told them
concerning this child” (v. 17). The most natural result of experiencing
what Christmas means is to tell about it. It affects people that way. The
shepherds went “ glorifying and praising God,” and the people marvelled
at what they heard.

Luke writes about this facet of his faith, for he is the one who re-
membered Jesus as saying to him and his companions, “From hence-
forth thou shalt catch men” (Luke 5:106). Matthew’s account was that
Jesus said, “1 will make you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:196). Do you
suppose there is something significant in the fine distinction between
being a “fisher of men” and “catching men”? Those who have fished
would realize a vast difference between being a “fisherman” and catch-
ing fish! Luke’s story of Bethlehem emerges as a story of catching souls
with the power of the gospel.

Back to Bethlehem, the story of christmas is clearly a story ofjoy
and praise. It is seen in the message, and it is seen in the messengers.
These were “good tidings of great joy” (v. 10), and the best news ever
published. So much so that a “multitude of the heavenly host” (v. 13)
came to praise the God of heaven.

Why should Christmas be anything but a time for joy and praise?
We miss the real spirit of Christmas if we allow the cares of this occasion
to overburden us. This is no time for trudging wearily in search of some-
thing for “that person who has everything.” It is not a time for gloomy
complaints or grumpy moods. It is a time to sing with Isaac Watts, “Joy
to the world, the Lord has come!”

The most joyful life of all is the sanctified life, and one of the most
joyful times in that life should be Christmastime.

And if you go back to Bethlehem, you will see the Christmas story
as the story of redemptive love. It centers in the good news that we now
have “a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” (v. 11). It means that God
gave us His only begotten Son that we might have everlasting life. This
is God’'s way of saying, “I love you, world.”

0 Lord, take us out of the world’s mold of dreams and make-
believe, and bring us into the reality of this holy celebration we
call Christmas.

Let Christmas bring out the best in us, as it did in the shep-
herds who hurried into the village to tell others the good news. Let
it move us as it did the wise men who came with rich gifts to wor-
ship Your Son.

We bring You our richest gift. We give You our lives, our
souls, our all.

Amen.
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The “Lion of Lincolnshire” made his

mark as a Wesleyan teacher, theologian,

and preacher of the Word

William Cooke-
A Model for Holiness Preachers

ago, an item in a
secondhand theological cata-
logue caught my attention: “Chris-
tian Theology: 760 pp., W. Cooke
(Methodist).” A Methodist theolo-
gian called Cooke? Watson | knew,
Pope | knew, but who was Cooke?
Somewhere in the back of my mind |
connected a Cooke with William
Booth—a vague remembrance of
these two names together—but no
recollection of who Cooke was. |
bought the volume which was my
first real introduction to Dr. William
Cooke, Methodist New Connection
preacher and scholar. Since then I've
come to know and love this nine-
teenth century English Arminian
theologian and would like to intro-
duce him to readers of the Preacher’s
Magazine who have not already
made his acquaintance.
William Cooke was bom at
Burslem, Staffordshire, England on
July 2, 1806. The son of a Methodist

few years

by
Herbert McGonigle

Pastor

Church of the Nazarene
Leeds

Yorkshire, England
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home, Cooke was converted while a
teen-ager, became a local preacher,
and at age 20 was appointed a regular
minister in the Methodist New Con-
nection church.

A word of explanation here about
the M.N.C. This movement, the first
serious break in the ranks of the Wes-
leyan Methodists, was organized in
Leeds, England, in August, 1797, six
years after John Wesley's death.
Methodism’s founder and Meth-
odism’s first radical reformer were
both born in Epworth, Lincolnshire:
John Wesley in 1703 and Alexander
Kilham in 1762. An enthusiastic and
strong-minded individualist, Kilham
was impatient with Methodism’s ties
with the established church, arguing
it was inconsistent that a Methodist
preacher could lead a man to Christ,
yet did not have the authority to ad-
minister the Lord’s Supper to him in
a Methodist chapel. In the 1795
Methodist Conference, Kilham was
expelled for his radicalism, but many
Methodists agreed with him; and
when he and three other expelled
preachers organized the M.N.C.
church two years later, 5,000 Wes-
leyans joined them. This was the
movement in which William Cooke
was appointed a minister in 1828.

Cooke was a diligent student,
taught himself Latin, Greek, and He-
brew, and read widely. He was soon
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recognized as the most able and
scholarly preacher in the Connection.
On three occasions—1843, 1859, and
1869—he was elected president of the
M.N.C. Conference. In 1845 he was
made editor of the M.N.C. magazine
and conference book steward. This
necessitated his living in London,
and for the next 25 years, among
other engagements, he opened his
home to help prepare young men
called to the ministry.

Thus began the lifelong friendship
between Dr. Cooke and William
Booth, the M.N.C. minister, who
with his wife Catherine, began the
mission that was to become the Sal-
vation Army. Booth commenced his
theological training in Cooke’s home
in 1854, and as the historian writes:
“William Booth, the fiery preacher
of revivalism in Lincolnshire, became
all at once a humble student in
Camberwell, surrendering himself to
the domination of a Rev. Dr. William
Cooke, theologian. From excited
prayer meetings, from furious
preachings, and from the popularity
and hero-worship of tea parties, this
lion of Lincolnshire suddenly abased
himself to the schoolroom and
opened Greek and Latin grammars
with a valorous effort to acquire the
habitual meekness of a divinity
scholar.” 1

Cooke wrote much, mostly on theo-
logical subjects, and engaged in a
number of interesting public contro-
versies. The most important of these
was with Joseph Barker, a former
Connection minister turned Unitar-
ian. For 10 nights, he and Cooke
argued the pros and cons of the divin-
ity of Christ and kindred subjects.
Barker retired from the combat, and
the organizers recorded their thanks
“in being assembled, on this occa-
sion, to celebrate the late triumph
of truth and testify their gratitude to
the Rev. W. Cooke for his very able
defence of Christianity and exposure

4

of infidel sophistry.” 2

Among Cooke’s many published
works, mention must be made of The
Deity, A Survey of the Unity of Sa-
cred Truth, The Shekinah, and The
Testimony of the Ancient Jewish
Church. This last volume arose out
of a controversy with another Unitar-
ian, Dr. F. R. Lees, and had to do
with the importance of the “Memra”
in the Targums and its relation to the
New Testament doctrine of Christ.

Following his death in 1885, the
Minutes of the M.N.C. Conference
inserted the longest obituary given to
any of its members: “As a preacher,
Dr. Cooke was eminently popular . ..
his natural abilities were of a high
order . . . His desire and effort was
to save souls, and God gave him seals
to his ministry in every circuit . . .
He gave himself continually to
prayer, prosecuting his studies,
preparing sermons, and preaching in
the light and power which come only
from habitual communion with God.
He leaves as a precious legacy to the
Church an unblemished reputation,
the splendid fruit of great labour as
a preacher and author.”3

Cooke’'s most important literary
work was his Christian Theology,
more than 700 pages of closely argued
biblical, dogmatic, and systematic
theology, ranging from “The Attri-
butes of God” to “The General Res-
urrection.” Here is a veritable the-
saurus of Christian scholarship, of
particular interest and delight to the
holiness preacher. Something of the
dogmatic flavor of this work may be
gauged from the preface. “From ne-
cessity, and not from choice, the
work is controversial throughout.
The author felt it a sacred duty to
meet without reserve the objections
which Infidelity, German Neology,
Unitarianism, Formalism, Universal-
ism, Popery, and other systems of
error oppose to the precious truths of
the gospel and thus to furnish a de-
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fence, as well as an exposition, of
doctrinal Christianity.”

Here are a few examples of his
storehouse of Arminian theology. On
original sin and depravity, Cooke
writes: “The case is not that Adam’s
sin is imputed to us as ours for this
notion alike contradicts our personal
identity and moral consciousness and
the principles of the divine govern-
ment revealed to us in the holy Scrip-
tures but the case is that, from our
relation to Adam, we are subject to
natural and moral evils resulting
from his apostasy .. .

“The proceedings of divine govern-
ment never make one man account-
able for the sins of another, yet
permit the effects of one man’s trans-
gression to involve suffering and woes
upon others . . .

“The various names applied to our
depraved condition imply that it is
natural and hereditary. It is called
emphatically ‘Sin’; sin, so full of
activity and energy that it is the life
and spring of all others. ‘Indwelling
sin,” sin which is not like the leaves
and fruit of a bad tree that appear for
a time and then drop off but like the
sap that dwells and works within,
always ready to break out at every
bud. The ‘body of sin’ because it is an
assemblage of all possible sins in
embryo. ‘The law of sin’ and ‘the law
in our members’ because it hath a
constraining force and rules in our
mortal bodies as a mighty tyrant in
the kingdom which he hath usurped.
‘The old man’ because we have it
from the first Adam; . . . ‘the flesh’

as being propagated by carnal gener-
ation . . . and ‘concupiscence,’ that
mystical Jezebel who brings forth the
infinite variety of fleshly, worldly
and mental lusts which war against
the soul. He who lives under its influ-
ence is called the ‘natural man’ and
as such he receiveth not the things of
God.”4
One final extract to illustrate
Cooke’s teaching on Christian holi-
ness. He argues that the born-again
believer is “already sanctified in an
important degree”; he is spearated
from the practice, love, and guilt of
sin. “ Sanctification as we have said
includes two ideas—namely separa-
tion from an inferior or sinful use and
dedication to a holy religious use.
The believer is sanctified already in a
great degree because he is separated
from sin and dedicated to God. Now
apply the adjective wholly or entirely
to this explanation of the word and
we have the nature of the doctrine
expressed. To be sanctified wholly is
to be wholly separated from sin and
to be wholly dedicated to God . . .
In the possession of this blessing the
believer keeps the law under which
he is placed in the economy of grace
. His will is lost in the will of
God and all the graces of the Holy
Spirit abound in his heart and are
exemplified in his life.” 5

1. Harold Begbie, Life of William Booth, 1:175.

2. Samuel Hulme, Memoir of the Rev. William
Cooke, D.D., p. 69.

3. Minutes of the Methodist New Connection
Conference, 1885, pp. 9-13.

4. Christian Theology, pp. 238-45.

5. Christian Theology, pp. 453-79.

Christmas celebrates the entry of the Eternal into time, the heavenly
into the realm of the human. Aaron N. Meckel has reminded us that
when God wanted to give us music, He didn't hand us a book of
scales. Rather, He wrapped a song in feathers, set it on a bough, and
bade it sing. At the first Christmas, God wrapped His glory in the tender
loveliness of a little child and offered himself to the humanity that so

needed Him. —John A. Knight
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Some of our most effective ministry

comes in times of crisis and emergency.

How do we measure up?

The Holiness
Pastor in
Crisis Ministry

ome pastors may €njoy emergen-

cies. Ego trip, or sincere desire
to serve humanity—whatever the
motivation—I confess | fail to share
an enthusiasm for dashing off to the
emergency room of the local hospital,
or to the scene of a domestic trag-
edy, or to the bedside of a dying
person.

If after 20 years in the pastoral
ministry, my reaction to the tele-
phone bell in the wee hours is not
really panic, at least on the lonely
ride to the hospital 1 will admit that
my stomach tightens into a knot that
feels just like a question mark.

Every crisis is unique. There is
always the element of uncertainty in-
volved. But the holiness minister
does have tremendous resources

by
Russell Metcalfe

Pastor
Church of the Nazarene
Edison, N.J.

available for crisis ministry. He will
do well to prepare himself to the best
of his capabilities.

He will, of course, depend upon the
infilling of the Spirit. Then with dili-
gent application, in due time, he can
become proficient in crisis ministry.
Even though he does not enjoy
others’ misfortune, he will come to
derive deep satisfaction from the
sense of being an instrument of God'’s
grace in the time of someone’s
deepest hour of need.

How to prepare for emergencies
may well be a matter of individual
opportunity and capability. Cer-
tainly classroom preparation in pas-
toral care is valuable. Case studies
and texts are available. The min-
ister's personal experience becomes
his most valuable tool.

To get the greatest benefit from
personal experience, each crisis inci-
dent should receive a thorough “ post-
mortem,” and if possible be dis-
cussed with another minister.
Situations can be analyzed and cata-
logued for future need.

An essential preparation is a clear
thinking through of a personal phi-
losophy of crisis ministry itself.

The Preacher’s Magazine



Beyond just learning what to do or
say, the reasons for doing are of vital
importance in adding or detracting
from the overall ministry.

While being aware of the approach
other ministers take, we should chart
our own course. Our ministry must
be scripturally sound, Christlike in
spirit, neither copying others nor
reacting against their actions.

The extreme solution-postures in
crisis ministry could probably best be
summarized in one of two positions,
neither of which is ours, but both of
which can speak to us.

On the one hand the liberal or
existential-trained ministers will
approach crisis ministry with their
vaguely Rogerian-psychological
stance which says: | nor anyone else
really knows the need of this person
in trouble. So my role is to confi-
dently support him," be open, non-
judgmental, with no message other
than the (usually ethereal) love of
God.

The opposite extreme position
might be termed superfundamental.
It says: No matter what the appear-
of the crisis, it is a spiritual need
that can only be truly met by doing
the work of an evangelist—complete
with sermon and altar call.

The faults of both of these philoso-
phies are obvious. The soft and win-
some sympathy of the former will
never come to grips with sin and
darkness. The harsh insensitivity of
the latter will often convey the mes-
sage that souls are more important
than people.

Yet these extreme positions can
speak to the minister hammering out
his own philosophy of crisis ministry.
He must be loving to everyone. He
must, above all, be honest and faith-
ful to God and the Bible. Only the
indwelling Holy Spirit can enable the
minister to approach any crisis with
the quiet confidence that he will be
effective, faithful to God, and genu-
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inely loving and kind to man, with-
out compromise.

Some practical principles that
have gone into my personal philos-
ophy of crisis ministry are so simple
that | hesitate to share them:

1. There is no occasion when I
should be unkind or rude.

2. In the moments | have before |
minister, my thoughts must be cen-
tered on the fact that God is going to
meet a person’s needs through me—
not so much in my words, technique,
or wisdom, but by His Spirit in me.

3. Often | must not say immedi-
ately what needs to be said, but wait
until a later time—in broad daylight,
or after a few hours have given per-
spective to harsh words. Then I may
present the spiritual confrontation.

4. 1 do not have to explain every-
thing for God.

5. Just being there is often the
most eloquent speech | can make. My
sympathy or the loan of my calmness
and strength may undergird a be-
loved parishioner when words seem
expecially empty.

Our most valuable contacts with
the people we serve may come during
the times when they are in extreme
stress. When we minister to a person
by the Spirit of God in his hour of
deep need, we usually have an open
door to minister to an entire family
for the duration of our ministry.

As a related postscript to this
matter, we should also be alert for
the opportunity to minister to strang-
ers who are in any way connected to
the situation. Words of concern to the
patient in an adjoining bed—in-
cluding him in a brief prayer—can
often be the means of opening doors
to God and the church.

Just as sure as you are a pastor,
that midnight call will come—again
and again! You are going to minister
to people in crisis. You can be effec-
tive. By God’'s help, let us really
minister!



Is the multiple staff the
best answer in every case?

Small Church-
Big Plans—

Multiple Staff

t's a strange feeung to be both
I excited and filled with anxiety at
the same time. Nevertheless, this is
the quandary in which I find myself
periodically when | see churches in
marginal financial condition employ
one or more staff members to work
with the pastor. When that church
has adequately surveyed its needs
and potential and finds that God
appears to be leading in the direction
of adding staff to multiply ministry,
I am thrilled. However, when a
church feels nothing is moving, so
they employ an associate to “help
them out,” | have concern for them
and for that associate.

Every church already has elected
to its highest offices the potential for
a multiple-staff ministry in that local
church. A discipling pastor can take
the persons elected to major church
offices, and by God’s grace enable

by
Chester 0.
Galloway

Professor of
Christian education
Nazarene Theological
Seminary

them to become effective associate
ministers. By their vote, the congre-
gation has already acknowledged
their leadership influence and poten-
tial for ministry in that body. Addi-
tionally, each of these leaders has his
or her own unique opportunities and
modes of ministry. By regularly
sharing vision and prayer burdens,
carefully developing objectives, orga-
nizing total resources, delegating ap-
propriate responsibilities, and sup-
porting each other through mutual
encouragement, the church utilizes
the leadership potential it already
has.

If these staff members are insuf-
ficient in number or capability to
carry the load of the church where
you serve, think of the other local
members already in the Lord’s em-
ploy. How about the leaders in other
important areas of the church? Can
these work with other staff members
and with the pastor on a continuing
basis as a parttime (usually unpaid)
member of the staff? The capital
assets and investment opportunities
of the church are much more than
monetary. The chairman of the stew-
ards may be limited to certain activ-
ities by virtue of his office, but that
does not mean that as a member of
the church he is limited to serve only
within the confines of that elected

The Preacher’s Magazine



office. The church has already recog-
nized his leadership abilities. His
voice is respected in the church.
When a pastor performs his equip-
ping ministry, this lay leader can
become a minister too.

Is your church fortunate enough to
have a congregational song leader?
Perhaps he’s not the best in the de-
nomination. But is there potential for
improvement? Are there people in
the community who could help this
person with a better understanding
of the role of music in worship and
Christian nurture? Is there a com-
munity college or university in the
area where this person could increase
the technical aspects of ministry?
Could funds include some good books
on the ministry of music? Can you,

the pastor, help this person to see
that the ministry of music is both to
and through others?

Perhaps we have missed it when we
think of the good fortune of the large
church which can “afford” to hire
associates to minister to the church.
Even the large church which has the
philosophy of a professional staff
“working in their stead” is seriously
hampered in its potential for minis-
try and growth. Paul’'s letter to the
church at Ephesus indicates that
there are several calls for one pur-
pose—that of equipping the saints for
the work of the ministry. You have a
multiple staff with multiple gifts and
calls for one purpose! How are you
ministering? How are they minis-
tering?

Employing a youth minister will not solve

all the problems of the church. It can

even create a few. But properly performed,

this ministry can be a real blessing.

Some Pitfalls of the Youth Ministry

By David MacDonald*

awareness of the value of multi-
ple-staff ministries, the minister of
youth has assumed a more prominent
role in thinking of many pastors and
congregations. The benefits can be
many for those who approach this
field with well-thought-out programs
and methods, as well as spiritual
priorities. However, experience has
taught that there is a second side to

I n the seventies, with an increasing

*Minister of youth,
Columbus, Wis.

Church of the Nazarene,
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the coin, which demands attention.
The following observations involve
very real situations with which the
minister of youth must be prepared
to deal.

1. The program and experience of
the youth can easily become centered
around the youth minister instead of
Christ. When the youth minister
leaves, the experience of the youth as
well as the program can virtually
come to a stop. This is due to the
emotional makeup of this age level.
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The transition from one youth minis-
ter to the next can be very difficult.

2. It is possible for the youth to be-
come accustomed to having every-
thing done for them, and as a result
develop no creativity or responsi-
bility for a share of their own plan-
ning and programs.

3. Youth can become conditioned
to believe that they are “special,”
require special programming, and a
special type of person to work with
them. This is partially a result of the
current secular emphasis on youth.
The youth may begin to believe that
they really are special, and if the
designated worker fails to meet their
expectations, they may reject him as
being unable to “communicate with
teens.” It can become an unspoken
“give us what we want, not what we
need, or we will tune you out.”

4, A full schedule of youth pro-
gramming where youth have all their
own meetings separate from the reg-
ular church services and programs,
tends to isolate the youth from the
mainstream of church life. When
these same teens become young
adults and are expected to take an
active, creative, positive role in the
church, they may find that they are
unprepared for such a role. Many are
lost to the church during this period
of transition.

5. Popular youth programming of
today tends to be entertainment-cen-
tered, its goal being to attract youth
and build and maintain large youth
groups. Entertainment-centered pro-
grams appeal to large numbers, while
spiritually centered programs tend to
appeal to smaller numbers. Success,
as too many see it, is measured by
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the world’s standards of numbers and
excitement. Once caught in the en-
tertainment trap, it is most difficult
to escape. Attitudes and conditioning
formed in the teen years will carry
over in degree to the adult years. A
church with an exciting and enter-
taining program has great appeal,
but spiritual results do not come
from nonspiritual causes.

6. Problem areas include self-dis-
cipline, group discipline, respect for
the authority of the Bible, respect for
the man called of God and for the
office of pastor, accepting responsi-
bility, a right view of standards, and
creative use of intelligence.

7. The person who would work
with teens on the pastor-person level
is not a baby-sitter. He is called of
God to be a spiritual leader, not a
social director. It is a trick of Satan
to divert us from our real purpose and
goal—that being to make disciples
out of our teens. The church’s
greatest need in the teen area is not
for lively programs or large numbers
of activities, or even large numbers of
teens in attendance, but for Spirit-
filled youth with a sound under-
standing of what God has provided
for them through Christ—namely,
forgiveness, cleansing, and power to
live for God and others.

The youth ministry is not a cure-
all solution for our youth problems.
It is false to think that a youth min-
ister can do in a couple of hours a
week what parents and home have
failed to do in 13 to 16 years. But
God help our youth ministers, for
theirs is a task and responsibility
that only eternity will properly eval-
uate.

The Preacher’s Magazine



Pastor, Go Home

By William L. Coleman*

SEMINARY PROFESSOR Who had
A spent several years as a pastor
was asked what was the biggest dif-
ference between the two jobs. He
replied, “1 no longer feel the guilt
and the pressure.” Many former pas-
tors say the same thing. They are
relieved to be rid of the pressure.

The modem pastor has far more
demands on his time, knowledge, and
expertise than his grandfather prede-
cessor 70 years ago. Maybe it would
be wise for our lay leadership to
evaluate the pastor’'s role and help
him turn it into a reasonable calling.
Does it make sense for him to work
six days and five nights? Is it realistic
for him to labor 60-70 hours a week?
How many weeks does a pastor sac-
fice his day off and deny the very
principles of Scripture?

But where is the origin of this pres-
sure? Part of it comes from those who
surround him, both the laity and his
fellow clergymen. One friend asked a
pastor, “Are you going to the
crowning of the Bandage Rolling
Queen?” When the minister ex-
plained his reluctance to attend, the
inquirer replied, “But these ladies
work hard every year, and this event
is very important to them.”

Worthy causes abound and meet-
ings fill the air. Will you give a devo-
tional at the Boy Scout picnic? Can
you attend the special meetings
across town to show support? Can

*Pastor, Evangelical Free Church, Aurora, Neb.

Reprinted by permission, Evangelical Beacon, maga-
zine of the Evangelical Free Church of America.

December, 1976

you be a judge at the WCTU poster
contest?

The pressure to serve on commit-
tees is stronger than King Kong's
grip. Meeting with the music com-
mittee though he cannot carry a
time . ..

In all fairness, the minister’'s mam-
moth demands do not all come from
other people. Few parishioners would
drive him as hard as he drives him-
self. Often afraid to exercise his ex
officio status and avoid a committee
or two, he plows on relentlessly. He
frequently develops into a work-
aholic and finds it impossible to
relax, even with his own family. His
hobbies consist of musing over
attendance charts or spending his
day at a ministers’ conference dis-
cussing Gog and Magog.

While counseling dozens of people
on how to handle guilt, he is often
unable to solve his own. As one re-
flective pastor put it, “ 1 had gotten to
the place where | couldn’t sit down
and read the newspaper at home
without feeling guilty about what
was left undone.”

One experienced minister has told
his colleagues that overwork in his
first few churches may have cost him
his first son, who now totally rejects
Christianity. Nevertheless this same
man still runs night and day.

Sometimes unsure of the bound-
aries of his job, he finds he must work
himself endlessly in order to live with
himself. Seldom content to labor
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from 8 to 5, he struggles from 8 to
11 p.m.

While many of these difficulties
are of the minister’'s own making, the
laity can go a long way toward
helping him solve his problem. As
Exodus 18:18 explains so well, the
leader and the people suffer from an
overburdened chief executive.

A young couple asked for an ap-
pointment for pre-marriage counsel-
ing. The pastor’s secretary returned
the call and set the time for Tuesday
at 4 p.m. The fiance was upset. He
would have to get off work. Why
couldn’'t they meet in the evening?
What an inconsiderate minister who
did not really care about the needs
of his people.

But the more he thought about it,
the more sense it made. His doctor
was not going to check his epidermis
in the evening. His dentist was not
going to clean his molars in the
moonlight. Yet a minister is sup-
posed to be different.

Would it be so pagan to encourage
more people to bring their difficulties
to the pastor's office? Would it be
unloving to confine more activities
within office hours—except for emer-
gencies?

Some congregations fully expect
that a pastor will visit every member
of their group. In order to accomplish
this, the minister has one of two op-
tions. The first is to go out that
fifth or sixth night of the week and
abandon his own home. The second is
to visit the women of the family in
the daytime. . ..

Ministers need correcting occa-
sionally as everyone else. But how of-
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ten do church leaders go to a pastor
and say, “The Bible says that a
pastor must rule his house well. We
think you should spend more time at
home and keep your family the fine
people they are.”

Instead of insisting that he main-
tain so many unscriptural functions,
he needs to be reminded that 1 Tim-
othy 3:4-5 is true. A side benefit of
our clergy leading a normal life is
that his sermons may very well im-
prove and become the expressions of
a well-rounded person.

A veteran minister was once con-
cerned about the price his children
had to pay for being P.K.'s. Won-
dering if they were teased at school,
he asked his eldest child, “Do you
find it tough to be a minister’s kid?”
She replied, “Oh no, just as long as
you are home evenings.”

There are many pastors who thor-
oughly enjoy their responsibilities
and would not change it for anything.
But once in a while they need some
helpful laymen to come to their side
and assure them that they want the
pastor to keep his family in perspec-
tive.

After a hectic day of chasing law-
yers and arguing with contractors on
a building project, a minister with
stomach in knots called one of his
board members, “Fred, how would
you like to get a new pastor? Get me
out of the building business and let
me do the job you called me to do.”

Most churches could have a new
pastor and still keep the old one. All
the laity needs to do is to encourage
the minister to do just his job and
then, “Pastor, go home!”

The Preacher’s Magazine
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Wesley and Ecclesiastical Separation

By R. Larry Shelton*

ne of the most problematic
O issues of John Wesley’'s minis-
try is the question of whether or not
he intended to create a separate body
of believers, another church. The
guestion of whether Methodism ful-
filled Wesley's ideals or deviated
from them by becoming a denomi-
nation is still pertinent. A number of
statements from both the early and
later years of his ministry can be
presented to substantiate the view
that he never intended the formation
of a church. On the other hand, nu-
merous acts which he performed
seem to indicate that the only direc-
tion he saw to go in performing the
“chief care” of souls was away from
the dead sacerdotalism of the Angli-
can church. His dilemma was the
tension he felt between his evangeli-
cal calling and his High Church
heritage. In theory he was a tradi-
tionalist, but in practice he was un-
able to contain his message in the old
wineskins.

Wesley's ideal was to remain an
integral part of the Anglican church.
In April, 1790, he wrote:

‘ Assistant pastor, First Wesleyan Church, High
Point, N.C.

December, 1976

I never had any design of separating
from the Church. | have no such design
now. | do not believe the Methodists in
general design it when | am no more seen.
I do, and will do, all that is in my power
to prevent such an event. Nevertheless,
in spite of all that | can do, many of them
will separate from it (although | am apt
to think not one-half, perhaps not one-
third of them). These will be so bold and
injudicious as to form a separate party. In
flat opposition to these, | declare once
more that | live and die a member of the
Church of England, and that none who
regards my judgment or advice will ever
separate from it (Fitchett, Wesley and
His Century, p. 403).

In 1787, he said, “When the Meth-
odists leave the Church of England,
God will leave them” (Fitchett,
p. 401). He did everything in his
power to prevent alienating his con-
verts from the church. He decreed
that Methodist services not be held
during normal hours of worship on
Sundays. He himself attended ser-
vices in the Anglican church when
possible and was a regular commu-
nicant at the Lord’'s Supper. “The
Methodists are to spread life among
all denominations,” he declared,
“which they will do till they form a

13



separate sect” (Letters, 8:211; To
Thomas Taylor, April 4, 1790).

In actual practice, however,
Wesley did not find it possible to ful-
fill his ideals for ecclesiastical unity.
His primary concern was the care of
souls. He saw the necessity of pre-
serving his converts and providing for
them a context for nurture. He saw
the existing church as severely
lacking in opportunities for Christian
fellowship, prayer, study of the
Scriptures, and sharing Christian ex-
perience. He thus formed the Meth-
odist societies, and was accused of
causing schism in the church and
destroying fellowship (Wood, The
Burning Heart, p. 189). He answered
dryly, “That which never existed
cannot be destroyed” (Works, 8:251).
He sensed a complete lack of Chris-
tian nurture in the church, and no
concern for the care of his converts.
He asks:

Who watched over them in love? Who
marked their growth in grace? Who ad-
vised and exhorted them from time to
time? Who prayed with them and for
them, as they had need? This, and this
alone is Christian fellowship. But, alas!
where is it to be found? Look east or west,
north or south; name that parish you
please: Is this Christian fellowship there?
Rather, are not the bulk of the parish-
ioners a mere rope of sand? What Chris-
tian connexion is there between them?
What intercourse in spiritual things?
What watching over each other’s
souls? What bearing of one another’s
burdens? What a mere jest is it then, to
talk so gravely of destroying what never
was! The real truth is just the reverse of
this. We introduce Christian fellowship
where it was utterly destroyed. And the
fruits of it have been peace, joy, love, and
zeal for every good word and work
(Works, 8:251-52; “A Plain Account of
the People Called Methodists™).

It appears then, that practical con-
siderations led Wesley to function
more and more independently of the
church. In his “Twelve Reasons
Against Separation” published in
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1758, he introduces a principle which
governs his ecclesiastical practice.
“Whether it be lawful or not, which
itself may be disputed, being not so
clear a point as some may imagine, it
is by no means expedient to separate
from the Established Church.” Expe-
diency becomes the fundamental
policy of his theory of the church.
Out of necessity, because of the per-
secution and uncooperativeness of
the Anglican church, Wesley found it
expedient to reject the Episcopal
concept of apostolic succession. In
1784, he ordained Coke, Whatcoat,
and Vasey for ministry in America.
The next year he ordained helpers for
Scotland. In 1787, he dedicated a
number of his buildings as Dissenting
Chapels. In 1789, he ordained helpers
for work in England itself. These
were all acts of direct separation.
How can they be reconciled with his
theory?

Fitchett contends that Wesley’'s
conversion changed his entire per-
spective in regard to theology and
ecclesiastical form. Religion became
a spiritual reality, and ecclesiastical
formulae and methods in their High
Church forms became mere chaff in
contrast to this new life. However,
these new and radical concepts of
expediency did not erase completely
all of his heritage. The old High
Church language sometimes shone
through, even though he had re-
nounced its practices. In spite of his
conviction that the Anglican church
had persecuted his converts and re-
fused to allow them to worship God
after their own conscience, he found
it difficult to promote separation
even under these conditions. Fitchett
says it well:

Who studies . . . this aspect of Wesley's
work, finds in it the picture of a man with
an obstinate High Church bias drawing
him in one direction, a bias due to birth
and training and temperament; whilst,
step by step, led by Providence and com-
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pelled by facts, he moves on a path which
leads to quite another goal, a goal un-
desired, but not wholly unseen (Fitchett,
Wesley and His Century, p. 409).

How prudent it would be of twen-
tieth-century evangelicals to emulate
the gravity of Wesley's example. All
too often, evangelicals exhibit a
strong tendency to separate from
other bodies, even evangelical ones,
for the sake of “purity.” We substi-
tute the principle of isolation for that
of expediency, and the posture of
noninvolvement for that of cooper-
ation and infiltration. These are
guestionable substitutes at best, and
at no time can they be considered
truly Wesleyan.

m m m m

Practical
Points

Ithat make
a difference

He Is an Organized Man—
What a Relief!

Dear Son:

I enjoy sitting in my pastor’s study,
for he knows where he is going and
why. His room is neat, well organized,
and clean. His files are well stocked
with interesting and contemporary
materials which continually emerge as
illustrative material in his sermons.

His secretary knows what she is to
do on certain days, and is never at a
loss for work.

Our pastor plans his days into cate-
gories of interest. We know as a con-
gregation that he is studying and
praying every morning in order to feed
our souls on Sunday and Wednesday.

December, 1976

Christmas is not a holiday package
wrapped with gay ribbon and holly. It is
a time for meditating, for recalling that
night long ago when Bethlehem cradled
to its heart and gave mankind the Re-
deemer of the world.

Christmas should mean kind thinking,
forgiveness, forgetting old cares, old
grievances, fears . . .

Christmas is a gift transcending hu-
man understanding; imperishable glory
from the very heart of Heaven to the
farthermost part of earth.

CHRISTMAS IS PEACE.
—selected.

We expect him to be in his study and
protect that time as sanctified for a
profound ministry.

His noons are taken up with ad-
ministrative tasks, and he is ever
present in the time of sickness. In the
evenings he is making calls. He knows
on Sunday night where he ought to be
that week. Now we know that the task
is more than one man can handle. We
know that he is busy training us for the
task of the Kingdom.

We constantly remind him that he
must take time for his lovely wife and
fine family. But he gets a great deal
done. Why? Because he is a planner
from the first, and organizes his mate-
rials for the sake of the Kingdom. How
better is there to serve Jesus Christ?

I could go on and on. I know that
sometimes his plans are interrupted.
But he has the long-range view and
knows the direction his judgments are
leading him to—and we love him for it.

Love ,
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Job’s Comforters
in the Pulpit

By J. J. Wheelbarger*

The biblical account of Job’s suf-
ferings tells of the three friends who
came to comfort him. These com-
forters postulated their program on
three basic assumptions. (1) They
assumed a spiritual superiority. (2)
They assumed an intellectual supe-
riority. (3) They assumed guilt on the
part of their listener.

There is a temptation to assume a
spiritual superiority when one pre-
sumes to speak for God. The three
comforters thought of themselves as
God’s spokesmen as they came de-
livering what they thought (probably
in all sincerity) to be God’s message
of condemnation coupled with
demands for corrective action.

God’s messengers should be in-
tellectually competent, but it does
not follow that the worshipper is
intellectually incompetent—even in
spiritual matters. The comforters
were overcome by the brilliance of
their own arguments. Job invoked a
little sarcasm when he suggested that
wisdom would die with the death of
these three.

Our religious training helps us to
recognize certain indicators as signs
that something is wrong. This is
helpful in Christian living. However,
human weakness prevents this eval-
uation from being perfect. This is the
basis for the biblical injunctions
against judging. The spokesman for
God is vitally concerned with wrong,
but his humanness sometimes
prevents accurate conclusions as to
wrong on the part of the worshipper.
The comforters evaluated Job’s situ-
ation on the basis of their own
concepts. These concepts were con-

=Director of Learning Resources, Trevecca Naza-
rene College, Nashville.
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sistent with contemporary reli-
gious thought, but the evaluation
was incorrect.

When the minister of today stands
in a pulpit to declare God’s message
to the modern world, he may be
tempted to make any or all of these
assumptions. The comforters made
the three assumptions and were in-
correct on all three. Today’s minister
is subject to the same errors, but a
realistic knowledge of his fallibility
would help him avoid some of the
pitfalls.

PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS

Take time this Christmas to get
A little way apart,
And with the hands of prayer
Prepare the house which is your
heart.

Brush out the dusty fears, brush
out
The cobwebs of your care,
Till in the house that is your heart,
It’s Christmas everywhere.

Light every window up with love,
And let you love shine through,
So those who walk outside may

share
That blessed light with you.

Then will the rooms with joy be
bright,
With peace the heart be blessed,
And Christ himself will enter in
To be your Christmas Guest.

— Author unknown
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The Crib and the Cross

OOKING FOR a Christmas sermon lopicf Here's a good one.
This is more than catching alliteration. It is really what Christmas is
all about.

With all the crass materialism and shallow sentiment that have
diluted the true meaning of this sacred season, the man of God
must faithfully proclaim that Christmas, at heart, is a redemptive
event. Helmut Thielicke observes that the crib and the cross are of
the same wood. The angelic instruction concerning the Child's
name affirmed this fact in the prophecy that "he shall save his
people from their sins" (Matt. 1:21).

Not only should the Advent sermon associate Christmas with
Calvary, so should all the special presentations. Salvation seed
should be planted in the fertile minds of Sunday school children.
Their program materials should be carefully chosen with an eye to
more than just poetry and platitudes. Let their songs and recita-
tions tell the gospel truth about who the Babe in the manger is
and why He came.

Then what a glorious opportunity Christmas music affords for
exalting the Infant-Saviour. As the traditional carols are sung, draw
attention to the salvation message which they proclaim. In select-
ing the special presentation which the choir will bring on Sunday
night, be sure that it is more than just a collection of pretty melo-
dies. The most important consideration should be, Does itcommu-
nicate the true message of Christmas? Happily, a number of the
newest cantatas climax on an evangelistic note and can well con-
clude with an invitation by the pastor. What better way to con-

elude this meaningful Lord's Day than with seekers finding
\salvation at the foot of the Cross?



RELIGIOUS
ART CALENDARS

In a variety of usable styles

A lasting remembrance for your neighbors; ideal for teachers
of adult classes to give their members.

1977 SCRIPTURE TEXT

Traditional in thousands of homes across the country. Contempo-
rary in styling with space for daily memos. Includes beautiful,
full-color religious reproductions PLUS all the other outstanding
features that have made this so popular the last 50 or more years.
9% x 16”.

u-277 90c; 3 for $2.40; 12 for $8.40

A meaningful friendship gift offering spiritual enrichment
366 days of the year.

1977 MEMO MODERNE

The economy edition in a delightful miniature size. Twelve pastel
panels provide a distinctive setting for the full-color religious art.
The calendar itself is designed for noting daily events. Includes
daily scripture verses and biblical references to pictures. Spiral-
bound. 8 x 11%".

U-177 70c; 3 for $1.80; 12 for $6.60

Ideal for the homemaker, business person, and anyone
else with a busy schedule.
1977 POINT MENT
Features 12 (plus cover) original paintings of Bible scenes. On
opposite pages monthly calendars are designed with inspirational
thoughts, scripture references, and ample write-in space for
appointments. Back cover is for listing special events and phone
numbers. Spiral binding allows pages to lie flat or be turned under.
Punched, should hanging be preferred. 9% x 8” (closed).
U-327 $1.00; 3 for $2.70; 12 for $9.60
+ Beautiful, Full-Color Religious Reproductions
+ Space for Noting Personal and Family Activities

+ Inspirational Thoughts and Scriptures for Daily Living

Order in Quantity and SAVE
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141






CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

Two New Additions
to the

CST Library

Unit 212b

Planning for Adults in the Church
Text: “Adult Education in the
Church,” Zuck, Roy B., and Clark,
Robert E

Unit 412b

Planning tor Children in the Church
Text: “ Childhood Education in the
Church," Zuck, Roy B., and Getz,
Gene A.

Excellent books in the area of education
in the local church

Christian Service Training
6401 The Pasco
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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Bible
Sunday

IS
December 12.

Participate in your local
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Soclety
Offering



WORLD MISSION

16F

PASTOR—

Do you know how to guide a person who ex-
presses a call to missionary service

1 Contact the Department of
World Mission

We want to hear from those who feel they have a call. Through per-
sonal correspondence we will obtain pertinent information and pro-
vide helpful guidance and counsel. Done early enough, this allows
efficiency in following the proper course of preparation.

ft Co to School

Missions is a highly demanding area of professional service. School-
ing must be thorough and in a discipline that relates to specified
needs. Many candidates enter graduate programs, such as the ones
offered by Nazarene Theological Seminary.

3 Gain Professional Experience

A minimum of two years is required. Ministerial candidates must be
ordained. Major areas of need include: evangelism and church
growth, medicine, education (above elementary level), and others.

4 Complete the Application Stages

As schooling and experience are gained, candidates submit inter-
mediate and formal applications. A Candidate Screening Conference
is held in Kansas City each spring. Appointment is made by the Gen-
eral Board in January.

Write:

Richard Gammill, Candidate Ministries
Department of World Mission

6401 The Paseo

Kansas City, Mo. 64131



SIGHT and HEARING are God-given



CHRISTMAS is...

-—— a season for sharing with one another
. a season for "peace on earth, good will
to men”

Perhaps the people of God with whom you minister
would like to share with a retired minister or the widow

of a minister in your congregation or a neighboring
congregation. Lefs help others experience the |OY of

Gods Gift by giving joyfully to them.
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1976 MANUAL

Church of the Nazarene

Contains all the new legislature enacted by the
delegates of the 1976 General Assembly.

The official source book of the history, doctrine,

ritual, and polity of the Church of the Nazarene. $3.00; 12 or more,
Bar-thumb indexing provides instant reference each $2.50
to 12 different sections. |

Pastors will want to urge every Nazarene home
to secure a copy Of this 1976 edition. Churches
should order a quantity for presenting all new
members. Durably bound in black cloth board
with gold-stamped title.

JOURNAL
19th General Assembly

The official proceedings of the Nineteenth General
Assembly, held in Dallas, Texas, June 20-25, 1976.

Here you will have a record of the minutes of
each business session, reports of the general
offices and departments, and statistical charts.
Every pastor interested in keeping informed re- $5.00
garding the operations of his church will want a

copy. 446 pages. Paper. Order TODAY!

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE POST OFFICE BOX 527. KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141



year-round, fingertip
book”

X o The
n,anu” 1 Minister's Manual

(OORANS>
Doran's 1977 Edition
Edited by Charles L Wallis

Fifty-two years old and still growing!

Contributions solicited from a wide range are

fresh, insightful, and up-to-date. Includes some 300
sermons and outlines, 350 illustrations, 52 children's story-
sermons, prayers, illustrations, resources for Communions,
funerals, special events, and much more. 288 pages.
Cloth board.

“Shows how and where to save money

Clergy's Federal
Income Tax Guide

For 1976 Returns
Compiled by F. H Heath

Provides the pastor and evangelist with comprehen-
sive information relevant to his profession. Areas cov-
ered include housing exemption, self-employment,
gifts and donations, the working wife, retirement.
Tax laws up-to-date through October, 1976, appear in
boldface type. Index. 8\2 x 11" format. 64 pages.
Paper.

NOTE: Available December 15, 1976

cx “A businesslike method to recognize individ-
ualgiving” ) ) .
Contribution Receipt
Form

montributors when figuring
their income tax. Space is provided for filling in money given
through the various departments. Be sure your treasurer

.nowso”nN ™ Qfigo 75c¢

Order NOWMwhille amplie stk awailkable



HOME MISSION!

HOME MISSION
RESOURCE CAT

Here in one convenient listing by subject is a bibli-
ography of currently available resource material on
home missions from your Nazarene Publishing House.
An order form will be found at the end of the list for
your ease in obtaining these materials.

CHURCH PLANTING

BOOKS

HHE GROWING CONGREGATION, by Paul Benjamin.
Calculated both to inspire and to instruct in the area of
church growth. It is built around the basic principles upon
which church growth is based. Some of the chapter titles
are: "Church Growth and the New Testament Congrega-
tions," "The Principle of the Taught Teaching,” "The
Principle of the Kingdom of God Above the Institution,”
and "Applying Principles of Church Growth in the Con-
gregation." Paper. $2.25

MISSION POSSIBLE, by Raymond W. Hurn. A study of the mission of the Church
of the Nazarene, giving practical ideas, living illustrations, and numerous accounts
of successful home mission ventures. It was the denomination-wide CST study in
1974. Paper. $1.50

LET YOUR CHURCH GROW: TAKE DOWN THE "KEEP-OUT" SIGNS, by Millard
Reed. Rev. Reed discusses in practical terms how you can remove the obstacles
which keep your church from growing. Paper. $1.00

THE EVANGELICAL HOME BIBLE CLASS, by Ira L. Shanafelt. This book gives easy-
to-follow steps for one effective form of community outreach, the home Bible class.
A companion piece to this book is the filmstrip Adventure in Outreach, listed on the
next page. Paper. $1.75

16-mm. FILMS

THEY DO NOT WAIT (FR-110)—30 minutes, color. The thrilling story of home mis-
sions; the actual people and places involved in starting new churches during the
1960s. Feel and realize the restlessness, the hopeless futility, the unhappiness, and
utter lostness of our generation. A film to challenge and motivate the viewer to ac-
tion for home missionary endeavor. Service charge, $4.00.

JUST FOR THE LOVE OF IT (FR-117)—I6V2 minutes, color. See and hear the true
story of Nazarene college youth at work on home mission sites around the country.
This entertaining and inspiring film makes use of youth teams in action to make the
point that the unreached millions can be reached "through hard work done for the
Lord" just for the love of it. Service charge, $4.00.

REACH OUT (FR-121)—20 minutes, color. Produced by the Departments of Home
Missions, Evangelism, Church Schools, and Youth. Reach Out shows in the actual
pictures and voices of those involved how Nazarenes are reaching out to the lost
in a variety of ways including home Bible study, Bible clubs, bus ministries, etc.
Service charge, $4.00.
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HOME MISSIONS

SLIDE SETS OR FILMSTRIPS

*ACORNS TO OAKS—slide set—cassette sound. A
thoroughly Nazarene treatment of church growth with
emphasis on the "mother church” concept of multi-
plying churches. This 12-minute program was pre-
miered at the General Church Schools Convention in
Dallas in June, 1976. It is the most current treatment of
this subject available. Viewer response has been ex-
citing. Rental charge, $4.00.

*MISSION MEANS MULTIPLY (FS-7316)—35-mm.—cassette sound. A grain of wheat
multiplies . . . again and again to produce a bounteous harvest, as does outreach
seed in multiplying the kingdom of God. The true mission of the Church is to win
others to Christ. Purchase price, $10.00; rental, $4.00.

*MISSION FIELDS AT HOME (FS-7317)—35-mm.—cassette sound. Every Christian is
a missionary, and there are unreached mission fields in every community. True life
stories of laymen who have found mission fields close to home. Purchase price,
$10.00; rental, $4.00.

*ADVENTURE IN OUTREACH (FS-7315)—35-mm.—cassette sound with study guide.
Produced by the Departments of Home Missions, Evangelism, and Church Schools,
this filmstrip provides step-by-step instruction in how to start an outreach home
Bible study. Purchase price, $10.00.

TELEVISION

»MY LITTLE CORNER OF THE WORLD is a 28-minute tele-
vision special featuring the work of Nazarene summer
youth ministries. This is a broadcast quality program. Con-
tact the Nazarene Communications Department in Kansas
City for details on how to obtain this program for broad-
cast in your community.

VIDEO CASSETTES

Two video cassette programs have been produced by the Nazarene Communica-
tions Commission for the Department of Home Missions on the subject of church
growth. They are SPONTANEOUS CHURCH PLANTING and PLANTING THE SU-
BURBAN CHURCH.

These video cassettes are available through the Department of Home Missions. To
use them you need a U-matic format 9t-inch video cassette player which is attached
to any standard television set through the VHF antenna terminals. There is no rental
charge for the cassettes.

(Read the Herald of Holiness for announcements of new films from the Department
of Home Missions.)
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HOME MISSIONS

URBAN AND
ETHNIC MINISTRIES

BOOKS

«TO THE CITY WITH LOVE, fay Neil Wiseman. A prog-
ress report on Nazarene work in the inner cities of the
United States. It presents the stories of the key church-
ers so involved, such as Brooklyn, Manhattan, Cam-
bridge, Baltimore, Nashville, Portland, San Francisco,
Los Angeles, and Washington, D.C. It is a thrilling and
challenging story of dedicated churchmen investing
their lives in this monumental task which lies right at
our doorstep. The book is illustrated throughout. Pa-
per. $3.95

« COLOR US CHRISTIAN, fay Roger E. Bowman, is the story of home missions among
America's Blacks. It was written by Rev. Bowman who is a member of the Nazarene
Council on Black Churchmen and is director of Cross-cultural Ministries for the
Department of Home Missions. This book was a NWMS reading book, 1975-76.
Paper. $1.00

THE CHALLENGE OF THE OTHER AMERICANS, by Sergio Franco. This book is a
study in brotherhood. It is a CST book written by Dr. Franco, noted Nazarene
author, who is director of bilingual education for the Kansas City School District.
Paper. $1.00

e BLACK EVANGELISM—WHICH WAY FROM HERE? a symposium of speeches at
the Urban Ministries Conference sponsored by the Department of Home Missions
in Kansas City in 1973. Leading Black evangelicals, including Nazarenes, confront
the issue of interracial evangelism head on. Paper. $1.00

SLIDE SETS

*ETHNIC GROUPS IN NORTH AMERICA (SL-7310)—cassette sound. This NWMS
slide set tells of North American work among Blacks, Orientals, and others. Rental
charge, $4.00.

* NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN: "The First Americans" (SL-7313)—cassette sound.
This NWMS slide set traces Nazarene work among the first Americans in the North
American Indian District. Rental charge, $4.00.

CHURCH ARCHITECTURE

BOOKS

BUILDING GOD'S HOUSE, fay Dr. James McGraw. This
long-awaited book looks at the practical problems
faced by any pastor or building committee faced with
building a new sanctuary or educational unit. Large
page size. Paper. $1.50

FILMSTRIP

e LET'S BUILD (FS-351)—35-mm.—cassette sound and
guide. A cartoon-type filmstrip showing the experi-
ence of two different congregations engaged in a
building program. A must for building committees.
Purchase price, $12.50; rental, $3.50.
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PUBLICATIONS

Home Missions Alert is a quarterly newspaper tabloid emphasizing Naza-
rene home missions. It is the only such periodical in the Church of the
Nazarene. Each pastor gets a complimentary copy. Additional copies may
be ordered for each church for distribution to interested laymen. Order in
bundles of 10 or more. Price, $10.00 per bundle, per year.

ORDER FORM

Please send me the items listed below.

Unit Total
Item Quantity Price Price

$ $

Name
Street .
City
State/Province
CHECK or MONEY ORDER enclosed: $
CHARGE (30-day) TO: ( ) Personal ( ) (other) Account

RENTALS: Order from NPH FILM DESK.
Give first and second choice of dates.

Mail order form to Nazarene Publishing House,
Box 527, Kansas City, Mo. 64141.
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EVANGELISIS

As you begin to make plans for
celebrating the birth of Christ
this year, it isour hope that you
will think also of others.

1. Give consideration to doing something special for
a nearby home missions pastor and his family. It
will be a blessing to your own members.

2. Plan now to share a gift of appreciation with each
evangelist who served your church this past year.
Checks of $10.00 or $25.00 quickly add up to say,
"Thank you," at a time when their income is rela-
tively curtailed.
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STEWARDS

What Pastors and Laymen
Have Been Asking For

STEWARDSHIP BIBLE
STUDIES

Six enriching studies written by Dr. Richard
Taylor, based on the Great Command-
ments. Appropriate for SS class, Sunday
evening (pre-preaching) hour, weeknight
study. Four-page folders designed with full-
color front.

St STEWARDSHIP
BULLETIN INSERTS

Coordinated on front with study folders;
stimulating thoughts on Christian living on
back. Meaningful to use during Steward-
ship Month or whenever presenting the
Bible Studies. bx. x 8w".

Date
Please send as indicated below:
U-500 Stewardship Bible Studies
Set of 1 each of 6 designs, 75¢
10 or more sets, each, 50c¢

U-501 Stewardship Bulletin Inserts
Set of 25 each of 6 designs, $5.25

TOTAL
Name
Street
City
State/Province - Zip
CHECK/MONEY ORDER Enclosed $
CHARGE TO: Church (other) Account

Church location (city)
(state/province)
Church name



MEDICAL PLAN

and

RETIREMENT

REFLECTIONS OF LOVE /
IN RECOGNITION -

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

This is an acknowledgment of a special individual whose contribution
to the building of the Kingdom merits honor and consideration.

GUIDELINES... Only one certificate a year for churches with 50

members or less. Larger churches may award additional certificates
(ratio—membership divided by 50).

COST... $100 per certificate

SPECIAL OFFERING FOR MEDICAL PLAN

If your church does not purchase either a Memorial Roll or Distinguished Service
Award this year, you will want to share in supplying the medical needs of our
missionaries by taking a special offering for this purpose.

All monies for Medical Plan and Retirement are now credited to 10 percent giving.

ADDA
DESERVING NAME
TO THIS
DISTINGUISHED LIST

Mrs. James Shaw, General Council Member
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CHRISTMAS ALOHA—The Hawaiians

Vlark and Diane, today's favorite singers, share their love of
Christmas in 15 thrilling arrangements including "I Heard the
Sells,” "O Holy Night,” “Silent Night." Accompanied by Otis
skillings orchestra and chorus.

-7126 Record $5.98
rA-7126 8-Track $6.98
JA=T126C  CASSEILE  .ovoooiiooeesierreceesssccsssssssss s sssssssssssssssss s $6.98

POCKET-PURSE-SIZED BIBLE

Oxford, the finest in quality and workmanship. Genuine
eather, india paper, gold edges, ribbon marker, small but easy-
:0-read print. King James. 3 9/16 x 5 5/16 x Vt" thick. Boxed.
4 gift of great significance.

8-1156X Black
B-1156XBR  Brown
B-1156XBG Burgundy

ENGRAVED WOOD PLAQUES

special process captures the details of a wood-carved border
ind setting for full color inspirational pictures. Protective
acquer finish. Decorative ring hanger. Gift-boxed.

Vi-31136 "In everything God works good . . ."

Vi-31117 Nostalgic family Bible, lamp, glasses scene Each, $5.25

RELIGIOUS STRING ART
.or your creative friends. Makes up into an attractive, three-
dimensional wall hanging. Kit complete with diagrammed in-

itructions, backboard, fabric, nails, string, hanger.
H-361141 Christian Ship
1-361168 Praying Hands

![ELDS OF GOLD

~ deluxe scrapbook collection of thoughts of Love, Faith,
Wisdom, Life, Family, Goals, God, Country. lllustrated interior,
ndexed. Exquisitely hardbound, brushed gold cover, tassel.
P/4 x 11". Gift-boxed. Ideal for pastor, teacher............... $7.95

For CHRISTMAS GIVING °now!
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141

Each, $13.95

............................................................................. Each, $8.95



PASTORS LEADERSHIP CONFERENCES

CNC, May 16-20,1977
INC, May 30-June 3,1977
MVNC, June 6-10,1977
ONC, June 13-17,1977
MANC, July 18-22,1977
BNC, August 1-5, 1977
NNC, August 8-12,1977
PLC#August 22-26,1977



7 out of 8 adults don't 0 TRUE

have a valid will.

O FALSE

PaStOr If you answered “True” to the above question,

you're right. Does this percentage hold true for your congregation?
Are they aware of the importance of good estate planning and of
the benefits of a Christian will?

.. Aware that without a valid will, the state will determine
distribution of assets, perhaps to people never intended?

.. Aware that guardianship of your children would be
decided by the courts?

.. Aware that probate costs, taxes, fees, might be

multiplied?

.. Aware that the opportunity is lost to leave anything to
your church, college, mission field?

The HORIZONS program of the church could be the answer to many
people’s search for financial peace of mind —while they reap the
benefits now of supporting the work of the church.

To help acquaint your congregation with the HORIZONS program,
request a quantity of the folders offered below, no charge, of course.
Sooner than you think, your church could be receiving substantial
gifts to help build God’s kingdom.

Take a wise look ahead

TOfATIDrir"

Division of Life Income Gifts & Bequests
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

S401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131

<\ttn: Robert W. Crew

Please send m e ---------mommmommmm copies of
New Way to Invest in Your Church ...
While Investing in Your ruture

Pastor s
Name

Church
Address

City State



VISUAL ART DEPARTMENT,

ALLEN, ARTHUR L. (C) R 1, Taft St., Danielson, Conn. 06239

ALLEN, DAN. (C) Box 1240, Hannibal, Mo. 63401

ALLEN, J. A. &MILDRED. (Retired) Box 559, Chandler, Okla. 74834

AMOS, CARL A. (C) R. 3, Hannibal, Mo. 63401

+ANDREWS, GEORGE, (C) Box 821, Conway, Ark. 72032

+ ANDERSON, LAWRENCE t KAREN-LOUISE. (C) 585 Lowell St.,
Methuen, Mass. 01844

*ARCHER, RONALD E. (R) 7016 N.W. 61st Terr, Bethany, Okla.
73008

ARMSTRONG, C. R. (C) 2614 E. Yukon St., Tampa, Fla. 33604

ATTIG, WALTER W. (C) 21 Larkspur Dr., Belleville, Ill. 62221

#BABCOCK, KENNETH E. & MILDRED. (C) P.O. Box 32, Orange
City, Fla., 32763

+ BAILEY, CLARENCE & THELMA. (C) 1197 W. Arch St., Portland.
Ind. 47371

BAILEY, CLAYTON D. (C) 440 Bentley, Lapeer, Mich. 48446

#BAKER, RICHARD C. (C) 3590 Coal Fork Dr., Charleston, W.va.
25306

BATTIN, BUFORD. (C) 3015 47th St., Lubbock, Tex. 79413

BECKETT, C. FRANK. (C) P.O. Box 254, Roland, Okla. 74954

#BELL, JAMES & JEAN. (C) c/o NPH*

+BENDER EVANGELISTIC PARTY, JAMES U. (C) Box 1326, River-
view, Fla. 33569

#BERTOLETS, THE MUSICAL (FRED & GRACE). (C) c/o NPH*

BETTCHER, ROY A. (Retired) 3212 4th Ave., Chattanooga, Tenn.
37407

BEYER, HENRY T. (C) 103 Johnstons Rd.. Pearl River, La. 70452

*BIERCE, JACK. (C) 1156 Mt. Werner Cir., Colorado Springs, Colo.
80906

BISSELL, DALE & BEVERLY. (R) 3601 S. R 703 E. #65, Celina,
Ohio 45822 (full-time)

+BLUE, DAVID—ETC. (C) Box 60567, Nashville, Tenn. 37211

BOGGS, W. E. (Retired) 11323 Cactus Ln. Oallas, Tex. 75238

* BOHI, JAMES T. (C) 409 Lindenwood, Olathe, Kans. 66061

+ BOHI, R.W. (C) 4310 N, Asbury, Apt. N, Bethany, Okla. 73008

* BOND, GARY C. (C) Box 157, Orland Park. Ill. 60462

BONE, LAWRENCE H. (C) 2652 Greenleaf Dr., West Covina, Calif.
91792

#BOWERS, CHARLES H. <C) P.O. Box 461, Glendale, Anz. 85311

BOWMAN, RUSSELL. (Retired) 1695 Audrey Rd, Columbus, Ohio
43224

#BRAND, W. H. (Retired) P.O. Box 332, Fort Wayne, Ind. 46801

BRAUN, GENE, (C) 4326 N. Rt. 560, Urbana, Ohio 43078

*BROOKS, RICHARD. (C) 780 Armour Rd., Bourbonnais, Ill. 60914

BROOKS, STANLEY E., JR. (C) R 1, Box 245, Westmoreland.
N.H. 03467

BROWN, CURTIS R. (C) 140 Robinson St., Reading, Pa. 19601

BROWN, ELBERT. (C) R. 2, Hillshoro, Tenn. 37342

BROWN, J. RUSSELL. (C) 1306 E. Jefferson, Boise, Ida. 83702

* BROWN, LINDA K. (C) 201 Dellwood Dr., Fairborn, Ohio 45324

+ BROWN, ROGER N. (C) Box 724, Kankakee, IIl. 60901

#BUCKLES BURKE EVANGELISTIC TEAM. (R) 6104 S. Gotham Dr.,
South Bend,Ind. 46614

BUONGIORNO, D. J. (R) 4119 Goldenrod Dr., Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80907 (full-time)

+ BURKHAMMER, SINGING FAMILY. (R) P.O. Box 165, Monaca, Pa.
15061 (full-time)

BURTON, CLAUD L. (C) 9571 Castlefield, Dallas, Tex. 75227

BUTCHER, TONY H. (C) 4057 S. Delaware, Springfield, Mo.
65804

CANEN, DAVID. (C) c/o NPH*

(C) Commissioned (R) Registered

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

CANIFF, JAMES B. (C) Box 304, Shirley, Ind. 47384

*CAUDILL, STEVE & SUE. (C) 2339 Peale Dr., Saginaw, Mich.
48602

CAYTON, JOHN. (C) Box 675, Middleboro, Mass. 02346

+CHAMBERLAIN, DOROTHY & EDWARD. (C) R.D. 1, Carmichaels,
Pa. 15320

CLARK, GENE. (C) 104 Waddell St., Findlay, Ohio 45840

CLARK, HAROLD L. (C) c/o Gen. Del., Grover Hill, Ohio 45849

CLIFT, NORVIE 0. (C) 4929 Gardena Ave., San Diego, Calif. 92110

#CLIFTON, DICK &BEVERLY. (R) R. 4, 341 Second St., Cadiz, Ky.
42211 (full-time)

#CLINE, JERRY & MADY. (C) 1229 W. Mead Ave., Bowling Green,

Ky. 42101

COBB, BILL & TERRI, (C) P.O0. Box 75512, Okalahoma City,
Okla. 73107

COCHRAN, EUGENE W. (C) 6728 McCorckle Ave., St. Albans, W.va.
25177

#CONE, ANDREW F. (C) 1032 Danby Rd, Ithaca, N.Y. 14850

CONWAY, L. W. (Retired) 750 Michigan Ave., K-9, Washington, Pa
15301

#COOK, LEON G. 8 MARIE. (C) c/o NPH*

COOK, RALPH. (Retired) 6355 N. Oak, Temple City, Calif. 91780

COX, CURTIS B. (C) 2123 Memorial Dr., Alexandria, La. 71301

CRABTREE, J. C. (C) 3436 Cambridge, Springfield, Ohio 45503

CRANDALL, V. E. & MRS. (C) Indian Lake Nazarene Camp, R. 2,
Box 7, Vicksburg, Mich. 49097

#CRANE, BILLY D. (C) R 2, Box 186, Walker, W.vVa. 26180

CREWS, H. F. & MRS. (Retired) Box 18302, Dallas, Tex. 75218

CRUTCHER, ESTELLE, (Retired) 1466 E. Mountain, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104

CULBERTSON, BERNIE. (C) 100 N.E. 8th PI., Hermiston, Ore. 97838

DAMERON, GARY. (C) 9-51 Grand, Kansas City, Mo. 64114

DARNELL, H. E. (C) P.O. Box 929, Vivian, La. 71082

+DAVIDSON, CHARLES. (C) 541 Gibson, Fremont, Ohio 43420

DAVIS, HAROLD. (C) P.O. Box 1066, Grafton, Va. 23692

DAVIS, LEO C. (Retired) 403 N St.. Bedford, Ind. 47421

DAWS, LEONARD. (R) 403 Waterveliet Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45420

DEAL, JAMES 0. (C) 1304 Jewell Ave., Lakeland, Fla. 33801

+ DeFRANK, JOSEPH. (C) Box 342, Barberton. Ohio 44203

*DELL, JIMMY. (R) 4026 E. Flower St, Phoenix, Ariz. 85018
(full-time)

DeLONG, R. V. (Retired) 5932 48th Ave. N, St. Petersburg, Fla.
33709

#DENNIS, DARRELL & BETTY. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

*DEWARE, STANLEY. (R) 4300 Crossen Dr., Orlando, Fla. 32807
(full-time)

DISHON, MELVIN. (C) R. 15, Bowling Green, Ky. 42101

DITTMER, JOHN A. (C) 1144 N. Stephens, Springfield, IIl. 62702

+DIXON, GEORGE | CHARLOTTE. (C) Evangelists and Singers, c/o
NPH*

DOSS, J. W. (C) Rte. 7, Box 370, Crossville, Tenn. 38555

DUNCAN, PAT. (C) 543 Stockton Hts. Dr., Bourbonnais, Ill. 60914

*DUNMIRE, RALPH & JOANN. (C) 202 Garwood Dr., Nashville,
Tenn.37211

DUNN, DON. (C) 1874 Penthley Ave., Akron, Ohio 44312

DURHAM, L. P. (JACK) (C) 305 Parkview Dr., Arlington, Tex. 76010

+DUTTON, BARRY & TAVIA. (R) 1925 Willow Dr., Olathe. Kans.
66061 (full-time)

EASTMAN, H. T. (Retired) 5102 Gailey Rd. Sp. 317A, Colorado
Springs, Colo. 80915

*EDWARDS, LOU. (C) 3429 Misty Creek, Erlanger, Ky. 41018

EDWARDS, TERRY W. (R) Box 9352, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80532
(full-time)

~Preacher & Song Evangelist mSong Evangelist

*Nazarene Publishing House, Box 527, Kansas City, Mo. 64141.



ELLINGSON, R. LEE. (C) Box 33067, Indianapolis, Ind. 46203

ELLIS, HARLON. (C) 122 Bluebird Dr., Longview, Tex. 75601

ELLWANGER, C. WILLIAM. (C) 2020 W. 81st, Leawood, Kans. 66206

EMSLEV, ROBERT. (C) Bible Expositor, c/o NPH*

ERICKSON, A. WILLIAM. (C) 110 Kitty Hawk Dr., Danville, Va.
24541

ESTEP, OPAL CRUM. (R) 2811 Grosse Point, Columbus, Ohio 34227
(full-time)

*EVERLETH, LEE. (C) 300 Aurora St., Marietta, Ohio 45750

EVERMAN, WAYNE. (R) Box 66-C, Stanton, Ky. 40380 (full-time)

FELTER, JASON H. (C) c/o NPH*

#FILES, GLORIA; & ADAMS, DOROTHY. (C) 2031 Freeman Ave.,
Bellmore, N.Y. 11710

FINE, LARRY. (R) 1428 Sheridan, Olathe, Kans. 66061 (full-
time)

FINKBEINER, A. J. (C) 84 B. Street, Campbell, Calif. 95008

#FISHER, WILLIAM. (C) c/o NPH*

FLORENCE, ERNEST E. (C) 1021 Elm St., Ripley, Ohio 45167

FLORES, LEO 0. (R) P.O. Box 5964. Lubbock, Tex. 79417 (full-time)

FLOWERS, MARQUIS J. (C) 505 N. Walnut, Newkirk, Okla. 74647

FORD, NORMAN K. (C) R. 2, Clymer, Pa. 15728

#FORD, JAMES t RUTH. (C) Children's Workers, 1605 Laura St.,
Clearwater, Fla. 33515

FORTNER, ROBERT E. (C) Box 322, Carmi, Ill. 62821

FRASER, DAVID. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

FREEMAN, MARY ANN. (C) Box 44, Ellisville, Ill. 61431

FRODGE, HAROLD C. (C) R. 1, Geff, Ill. 62842

*GAGNON, W. DAVID. (R) 209 Greystone Ln, Rochester, N.Y.
14618 (full-time)

GARDNER, GEORGE. (C) Box 9, Olathe, Kans. 66061

*GATES, KENNETH. (C) 219 W. Hendricks, No. 7, Sheibyville, Ind.
46176

GAUT, ROBERT. (C) 1325 S. Cedar, Ottawa, Kans. 66067

GAWTHORP, WAYLAND & JOAN. (C) Box 115, Mt. Erie, lll. 62446

*GILLESPIE, SHERMAN & ELSIE. (R) 203 E. Highland, Muncie,
Ind. 47303 (full-time)

GILMORE, PAUL S. (Retired) 738 Buffalo St., Jamestown, N.Y.

14701

#GLAZE, HAROLD & MARILYN. (R) P.O. Box A, Calamine. Ark.
72418

*GLENDENNING, PAUL t BOBBIE. (C) 700 E. Broadway, Fairfield,
la. 52556

GOLAY, GEORGE H. (C) 6528 N. Beale, Milwaukee, Wis. 53224

GOODEN, BILL. (R) 1511 S. 11th, Lamar, Colo. 81052 (full-time)

GOODMAN, WILLIAM. (C) R. 3. Box 269. Bemidji, Minn. 56601

*GORMANS, THE SINGING (CHARLES & ANN). (C) 11505 Preston
Hwy., Lot 67, Louisville, Ky. 40229

GRAHAM, JIM D. (C) Box 411, Forestburg, Tex. 76239

GRAVVAT, HAROLD F. (C) 812 N. 9th, Lot 26, Mattoon, Ill. 61938

GRAY, JOSEPH & RUTH. (Retired) 2015 62nd St., Lubbock, Tex.
79412

*GREEN, JAMES 8, ROSEMARY. (C) Box 385, Canton, Ill. 61520

GRIMES, BILLY. (R) Rte. 2, Jacksonville, Tex. 75766 (full-time)

GRIMM, GEORGE J. (C) 820 Wells St., Sistersville, W.va. 26175

GRINDLEY, R. E. (C) 4754 McFadden Rd, Columbus, Ohio 43229

*GRINDLEYS, THE SINGING (GERALD « JANICE). (C) 539 E.
Mason St., Owosso, Mich. 48867

GUY, MARION 0. (C) 444 Fairfax, Muskogee, Okla. 74401

#HAINES, GARY. (R) 246 Tanna Ct, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80916
(full-time)

HALL, BILL & SHARON. (C) 300 E. Jackson St., Orlando, Fla.
32801

HALL, CARL N. (C) c/o NPH

#HALL, DAVID & BETTY. (C) c/o NPH

HAMILTON, JAMES A. (Retired) 907 Cowan Ave., Conroe, Tex. 77301

HAMILTON, MARK. (C) 1305 St. Clair, Vincennes, Ind. 47591

HANCE, RAY. (C) 7432 N.W. 28th St., Bethany, Okla. 73008

HANCOCK, BOYD. (C) c/o NPH

* HAPPINESS SINGERS. (C) c/o NPH*

HARLEY, C. H. (C) Burbank, Ohio 44214

HARRISON, ROBERT V. (C) 3202 Benbrook Dr., Austin, Tex. 78758

HARROLD, JOHN W. (C) 409 14th St., Rochelle, . 61068

HATHAWAY, KENNETH. (C) c/o NPH*

HAYES, CECIL G. (C) R.D. 2, Howard, Ohio 43028
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#HEASLEY, J. E & FERN (C) 6611 N.W. 29th St., Bethany, Okla.
73008

HECKER FAMILY. (R) Family Evangelists, Box J, Allentown, Pa.
18105

HEGSTROM, H. E. (C) c/o NPH*

HENDERSON, DONALD. (C) 825 S. Wymore, Apt. 46-C, Altamonte
Springs, Fla. 32701

HESS, BILL. (R) 601 N. Broadway, Cleveland, Okla. 74020 (full-
time)

HICKS, JOHN D. (C) Canadian Nazarene College, 1301 Lee Blvd.,
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2P7

HOECKLE, WESLEY W. (C) 642 Vaky St., Corpus Christi, Tex. 78404

HOLCOMB, T. E. (Retired) 9226 Monterrey, Houston. Tex. 77028

HOLLEY, C. D. (C) R. 2, Indian Lake Rd., Vicksburg, Mich. 49097

HOLLOWAY, WARREN 0. (C) 445 W. Lincoln Way, Lisbon, Ohio
44432

HOOTS, BOB. (C) 309 Adair St., Columbia, Ky. 42728

*HOPKINS, BOB 8 LINDA. (C) R. 2, Box 719, Indianapolis, Ind.
46231

HOWARD, MICHAEL ANTHONY. (C) P.O. Box 816, Durant, Okla.
74701

HUBARTT, LEONARD. (C) 1155 Henry St., Huntington. Ind. 46750

HUNDLEY, EDWARD J. (R) 732 Drummond Ct, Columbus, Ohio
43214 (full-time)

ICE, CHARLES & BETTY. (C) Box 1851. Ada, Okla. 74820

IDE, CHARLES D. (Retired) 1796 52nd St. S.E., Grand Rapids,
Mich. 49508

+IDE, GEORGE FAMILY. (R) 1405 E. Hatch, Sturgis, Mich. 49091
(full-time)

INGLAND, WILMA JEAN. (C) 322 Meadow Ave., Charleroi, Pa. 15022

+IRWIN, ED. (C) 7459 Davis Mill Cr, Harrison, Tenn. 37341

ISENBERG, DONALD. (C) Chalk Artist & Evangelist, Golden Age
Trailer City, 106 E Spreading Oak, Friendswood, Tex. 77546

JACKSON, PAUL I. TRISH. (R) Box 739, Meade, Kans. 67864

(full-time)

*JACKSON SINGERS, CHUCK. (C) Box 17177, Nashville, Tenn.
37217

JAGGER, KENNETH. (C) 1025 Delaware, No. 4, Colorado Springs,
Colo. 80909

JAMES, R. ODIS. (C) 353 Winter Dr., St. James, Mo. 65559

#JANTZ, CALVIN & MARJORIE. (C) c/o NPH*

JAYMES, RICHARD W. (C) 321 E. High Ave., Bellefontaine. Ohio
43311

JEFFERIES, A. G. (Retired) 350 Pearl St., Apt. 306, Eugene, Ore.
97401

JETER, H. L. (C) 2345 Johnstown, Florissant, Mo. 63033

«JEWETT, LARRY t PATRICIA. (C) R. 4, Box 265, West Monroe, La.
71291

JOHNSON, EDWARD J. (R) Rte. 1, Clearwater, Minn. 55320 (full-
time)

*JOHNSON, RON. (C) 3208 Eighth St. E, Lewiston, Ida. 83501

JONES, CLAUDE W. (C) R. 4. Box 42, Bel Air, Md. 21014

JONES, FRED D. (R) 804 Elissa Dr., Nashville, Tenn. 37217 (full-
time)

KEALIHER, DAVID. (C) 316 Dufur, Nampa, Ida. 83651

KELLY, R. B. (Retired) 4706 N. Donald, Bethany, Okla. 73008 (full-
time)

KEMPER, MARION W. & MRS. (Retired) 2910 Harris St., Eugene,
Ore. 97405

KENNEDY, GORDON L. (C) P. 0. Box 52, Gibsonburg, Ohio 43431

KESLER, JAMES. (R) Box 191, West Lebanon, Ind. 47991 (full-time)

KLEVEN, ORVILLE H. (Retired) 1241 Knollwood Rd. 46K, Seal
Beach, Calif. 90740

KOHR, CHARLES A. (C) R.D. 2, Box 298, Brookville, Pa. 15825

KRATZ, ELDON t KAY (R) 814 Grant Terr., Olathe, Kans. 66061
(full-time)

LAING, GERALD D. (C) 2417-2 E. Jolly Rd., Lansing, Mich. 48910

LAMAR, CLINTON. (C) Rte. 1, Maquoketa, la. 52060

LANIER, JOHN H. (C) West Poplar St., Junction City, Ohio 43748

LASSELL, RAY. (C) R. 2, Box 55, Brownsburg, Ind. 46112

#LAW, DICK i, LUCILLE. (C) Box 481, Bethany, Okla. 73008

*LAWHORN FAMILY, MILES. (R) P.O. Box 17008, Nashville, Tenn.
73217 (full-time)

* LAXSON, WALLY & GINGER. (C) R. 3, Athens, Ala. 35611

*LECKRONE, LARRY D. (C) 1308 Highgrove, Grandview, Mo. 64030



#LEICHTY SINGERS. (C) Rte. 1, Hicksville. Ohio 43525

LEMASTER, BENJAMIN D. (C) Box 1868, Fesno, Calif. 97318

LEONARD, JAMES C. & FLORICE. (Retired) 150 Valley View Dr.,
Johnstown, Ohio 43031

LESTER, FRED R. (C) 328 Meadowbrook Lane, Olathe, Kans. 66061

LIDDELL, P. L. (C) 3530 W. Allen Rd, Howell, Mich. 48843

LIGHTNER, JOE. (C) 4335 Raven PL, Springfield, Mo. 65804

#LINDER, LLOYD P. (C) 1018 Cedar St., Elkhart, Ind. 46514

LINEMAN, HAZEL FRALEY. (C) 10 S. Third St., Bradford, Pa. 16701

#LOMAN, LANE &JANET. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

LONG, WILMER A. (R) R.D. #2, New Florence, Pa. 15944 (full time)

LOWN, A J. (C) c/lo NPH*

+ LUSH, RON & MYRTLEBEL. (C) c/o NPH*

LYNCH, DON. (R) 5020 E. Southport Terr., Indianapolis, Ind. 46227
(full-time)

LYONS, JAMES H. (C) 1011 W. Shaw Ct, No. 1, Whitewater, Wis.
53190

MacALLEN, LAWRENCE J. & MARY. (C) Artist & Evangelist, 41808
W. Rambler Ave., Elyria, Ohio 44035

MADISON, G. H. (Retired) 508 Shelby Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37206

MANLEY, STEPHEN. (C) 1778 S. 350 E, Marion, Ind. 40952

MANNING, C. M. (C) Box N, Maysville, Ky. 41056

MARTIN, PAUL. (C) c/lo NPH*

MARTIN, VERN W. (C) Route 1, Caldwell, Ida. 83605

MAYO, CLIFFORD. (C) Box 103, Afton, Tex. 79220

*McABEE, JAMES. (R) 410 Freeman Ave., Seymour, Ind. 47274

McCLURE, DARL. (C) R. 3, Box 500, Kenwood Plaza, Bryan, Ohio
43506

MCDONALD, CHARLIE. (C) R 1, Box 308, Dale, Tex. 78616

MCDONALD, G. RAY. (R) 321 Curran, Brookhaven, Miss. 39601
(full-time)

McKINNEY, ROY T. (C) 2319 Wakulla Way, Orlando. Fla. 32809

*McNUTT, PAUL. (C) 215 W. 68th Terr., Kansas City, Mo. 64113

McWHIRTER, G. STUART. (C) c/o NPH*

MEEK, WESLEY, SR. (C) 5713 S. Shartel, Oklahoma City, Okla.
73109

MELVIN, DOLORES. (C) R. 1. Greenup, Ky. 41144

*MEREDITH, DWIGHT & NORMA JEAN. (C) c/o NPH*

MERRELL, RICHARD L. (R) Box 20286, Minneapolis, Minn. 55431
(full-time)

#MERRITT, HERBERT & MRS. (C) 7401 Belinder, Prairie Village,
Kans. 66208

MEYER, VIRGIL G. (Retired) 3112 Willow Oaks Dr., Fort Wayne, Ind.
46807

+MICKEY, BOB, IDA MAE, & MARCELLA. (C) Box 1435, Lamar,
Colo. 81052

MILLER, MEL. (C) Bible Expositor, 226 W. Northrup St., Lansing,
Mich. 48910

*MILLER, RUTH E. (C) 111 W. 45th St., Reading, Pa. 19606

MILLHUFF, CHUCK. (C) c/o NPH*

MONTGOMERY, CLYDE. (C) 2517 N. 12th St., Terre Haute, Ind.
47804

MORRIS, CLYDE H. (C) 101 Bryant Lake Rd, Nitro, W.va. 25143

MOULTON, M. KIMBER. (Retired) 19562 Winward Ln, Huntington
Beach, Calif. 92646

*MULLEN, DeVERNE. (C) 67 Wilstead, Newmarket, Ont., Canada

#MYERS, HAROLD & MRS, (C) 575 Ferris, N.W., Grand Rapids,
Mich. 49504

* NEFF, LARRY & PATRICIA. (C) 625 N. Water St., Owosso, Mich.
48867

#NELSON, CHARLES ED (C) Box 241, Rogers, Ark. 72756

NEUSCHWANGER, ALBERT. (C) c/o NPH*

NICHOLAS, CLAUDE. (C) 3394 Hammerburg Rd, Flint, Mich.
48507 (full-time)

NORTON, JOE. (Retired) Box 143, Hamlin, Tex. 79520

ORIHOOD, DALE M. (C) 2936 Leeshurg Rd, S.W., Washington Court
House, Ohio 43160

OVERTON, WM. D. (C) Family Evangelist & Chalk Artist, 798 Lake
Ave., Woodbury Heights, N.J. 08097

PALMER, JAMES. (C) 639 S. Home Ave., Martinsville, Ind. 46151

* PARR, PAUL G, & THE SONGMASTERS. (C) Rte. 1, Box 167A
W hitetown, Ind. 46075

#PASSMORE EVANGELISTIC PARTY, THE A A (C) c/o NPH*

PECK, JOHN. (R) Box 695, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80901 (full-
time)

PECK, W. A. (C) R 2, Box 65A, Malden, Mo. 63863

4PEMBLE, AL, FAMILY TEAM. (R) Box 605, Sidney, Mont. 59270
(full-time)

PERDUE, NELSON. (C) 3732 E. Rte. 245, Cable, Ohio 43009

PHILLIPS, GENE E. (C) 800 E. Quincy Rd, Rte. 2, Griggsville, Il
62340

#PICKERINGS, R E. (R) P.O. Box 20572, Orlando, Fla. 32814 (full-
time)

PITTENGER, TWYLA. (C) 413 N. Bowman St., Mansfield, Ohio 44903

*PITTS, PAUL. (C) 2213 Knoll Dr.. Dayton, Ohio 45431

#PIERCE, BOYCE & CATHERINE. (C) R. 4. Danville. IIl. 61832

#PORTER, JOHN & PATSY. (C) c/o NPH*

POTTER, LYLE & LOIS. (Retired) 14362 Bushard St., Sp. No. 133,
Westminster, Calif. 92683

POTTS, TROY C. (Retired) 2952 Cameo, Dallas, Tex. 75234

#POWELL, CURTICE L. (C) 2010 London Dr., Mansfield, Ohio
44905

POWELL, EARL. (R) 1613 Hickory St., Flatwood. Ky. 41139 (full-
time)

+POWELL, FRANK. (C) Rte. 4, Oskaloosa, la. 52577

*QUALLS, PAUL M. (C) 5441 Lake Jessamine Dr., Orlando, Fla.
32809

#RAKER, W. C. & MARY. (C) Box 106, Lewistown, I

RAYCROFT, R. N. (C) c/o NPH*

REED, DOROTHY. (C) P.O. Box 32. Danville, Ill. 61832

REEDY, J. C. (C) 449 Bresee Ave., Bourbonnais, Ill. 60914

RHAME, IOHN D. (R) 1712 Good Hope, Cape Girardeau, Mo. 63701
(full-time)

*RICHARDS, LARRY & PHYLLIS (COULTER). (R) 2479 Madison
Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 46203

RIDEN, K. R. (C) c/o NPH

ROACH, DOUGLAS F. (C) 304 Tanglewood Dr., Yukon, Ohio 73099

ROBERTSON, JAMES H. (C) 2014 Green Apple Ln., Arlington, Tex.
76014

#ROBISON, ROBERT & WIFE. (C) Heaters, W.Va. 26627

RODGERS, CLYDE B. (R) 505 Lester Ave.. Nashville, Tenn. 37210
(full-time)

ROTHWELL, MEL-THOMAS. (R) 2108 Alexander Ln, Bethany, Okla.
73008

RUSHING, KEN & EDNA. (R) 3621 N.W. 97th St., Miami, Fla.
33147 (full-time)

RUTHERFORD, BOB. (C) R. 1, Lynchburg, Tenn. 37352

RUTHERFORD, STEPHEN. (R) Box 204, La Vergne, Tenn. 37086
(full-time)

SANDERS, RUFUS J. (C) 311 N. Third Ave., Saginaw, Mich. 48607

#SAY FAMILY. (C) 1515 Pinelake Dr.. Orlando, Fla. 32808

SCHLANG, NEIL. (C) 701 Neighborhood Rd, Chattanooga, Tenn.
37421

SCHMELZENBACH, ELMER. (C) 1416 Mary, Oklahoma City, Okla.
73127

SCHOONOVER, MODIE. (C) 1508 Glenview, Adrian, Mich. 49221

SCHRIBER, GEORGE. (C) 8642 Cherry Ln., Alta Loma, Calif. 91701

#SERROTT, CLYDE. (C) Evangelist & Children's Worker, 558 W.
Melrose Cir., Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 33312

SEXTON, ARNOLD (DOC) & GARNETT. (C) 1116 Highland Ave.,
Ashland, Ky. 41101

+SEYMORE, PAUL W. (C) Box 94, Pittsburg, Ill. 62974

#SHARP, CHARLES & FAMILY. (C) R. 2, Box 216-D, Vicksburg,
Mich. 49097

SHARPLES, J. J. & MRS. (R) 41 James Ave., Yorkton, Saskatchewan,
Canada (full-time)

SHEA, ALBERT J. (C) 288 Shaborn Ln., St. Marys, Ohio 45885

4SHOMO, PHIL & MIRIAM. (C) 517 Pershing Dr., Anderson, Ind.
46011

SHUMAKE, C. E. (C) P.O. Box 1083. Hendersonville, Tenn. 37075

SISK, IVAN. (C) 4327 Moraga Ave., San Diego, Calif. 92117

*SLACK, DOUGLAS. (C) 424 Lincoln St., Rising Sun, Ind. 47040

#SLATER, GLENN & VERA. (C) 320 S. 22nd St., Independence,
Kans. 67301

SMITH, CHARLES HASTINGS, (C) Box 937, Bethany, Okla. 73008

#SMITH, DUANE. (C) c/lo NPH*

SMITH, FLOYD P. (C) 256 Oakhurst Ln., Arcadia, Calif. 91006

SMITH, HAROLD L. (C) 3711 Germania Rd, Snover, Mich. 48472

#SMITH, OTTIS E, JR., & MARGUERITE. (C) 60 Grant St., Tidioute,
Pa. 16351

. 61542
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SMITH, R. A. (C) Bo* 42, Wadsworth, Ohio 44281

#SMITHS, SINGING, (C) 612 4th Ave. N, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29577

SNELL, DALE E. (R) 814 Paradise Ln, Colorado Springs, Colo.
80904 (full-time)

SNOW, DONALD E. (C) 53 Baylis, SW., Grand Rapids, Mich. 49507

#SPARKS, ASA & MRS. (C) 91 Lester Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 37210

SPROWLS, EARL L. (C) c/o NPH*

STAFFORD, DANIEL. (C) Box 11, Bethany, Okla. 73008

STARNES, SAM L. (C) 448 S. Prairie, Bradley, Ill. 60915

STEELE, J. J. (Retired) 1020 W. Stanford, Springfield, Mo. 65807

STEPHENS, KEN. (R) P.O. Box 24537, Dallas, Tex. 75224 (full-
time)

STEWART, PAUL J. (C) Box 90 Jasper, Ala. 35501

#STOCKER, W. G. (C) 1421 14th Ave., N.W., Rochester, Minn.
55901

*STONE GOSPEL SINGING FAMILY. (R) 5150 Airport Rd, Colorado
Springs, Colo. 80916

STREET, DAVID. (C) Rte. 1, Ramsey, Ind. 47166

STRICKLAND, RICHARD L. (C) 4723 Cullen Ave., Springfield, Ohio
45503

STUBBS, LLOYD A. (C) Rte. 3, Waverly, Ohio 45690

SWANSON, ROBERT L. (C) 1102 Greenwood Dr., Yukon, Okla.

73099

*SWEENEY, ROGER & EULETA. (C) Rte. 2, Box 106, Sharon Grove,
Ky. 42280

TALBERT, GEORGE H. (Retired) 409 N.E. 13th St Abilene, Kans.
67410

TAYLOR, CLIFF. (R) Family Evangelist, 2469 Sacramento Dr.,
Redding, Calif. 96001

TAYLOR, JOHN D. (C) 205 N. Limit, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80905

TAYLOR, ROBERT W. (C) 4501 Croftshire Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45440

#TEASDALE, ELLIS & RUTH. (Retired) 58333 Ironwood Or., Elkhart,
Ind.46514

THOMAS, J. MELTON. (C) c/o NPH*

THOMAS, W. FRED. (Retired) P.O. Box 416, Saline, Mich. 48176

THOMPSON, GENEVIEVE. (C) Prophecy, Craig, Mo. 64437

*THOMPSON, L. DEAN. (C) 314 S. Summit, Girard, Kans. 66743

#THORNTON, RON L. (R) Rte. 3, Box 301, Colona, IIl. 61241 (full-
time)

TOEPFER, PAUL. (C) Box 146, Petersburg, Tex. 79250

TOSTI, TONY. (Retired) 8001 N.E. 89th Ave., Vancouver, Wash.
98662

TRIPP, HOWARD. (C) c/o NPH*

#TUCKER, BILL (, JEANETTE. (C) P.O. Box 3204, La Vale, Md.
21502

TUCKER, RALPH. (C) c/o NPH*

#TURNOCK, JIM & D. J. (R) c/o NPH* (full-time)

VANDERPOOL, WILFORD N. (C) 11424 N. 37th PL, Phoenix, Ariz.
85028

VARIAN, W. E. (C) 5423 Hicks Corner, Kalamazoo, Mich. 49002

WADE, E. BRUCE. (C) 3029 Sharpview Ln, Dallas, Tex. 75228

#WALKER, LAWRENCE C. AND LAVONA. (C) c/o NPH*

#WARD, LLOYD & GERTRUDE. (C) Preacher & Chalk Artist, 1001
Averly St., Fort Myers, Fla. 33901

*WELCH, JONATHAN & ILONA. (C) 601 Commercial, Danville, IIl.
61832

*WELCH, RICHARD & CLAUDIA. (C) Rio Vista Apts. No. 5, Madison,
Tenn.37115

WELCH, W. B. (C) 5328 Edith St., Charleston Heights, S.C. 29405

WELLS, KENNETH t LILY. (Retired) Box 1043, Whitefish, Mont.
59937

WEST, EDNA. (C) Carlisle St., Colorado Springs, Colo. 80907

WEST, C. EDWIN. (C) c/o NPH*

WHITED, CURTIS. (C) 307 N. Blake, Olathe, Kans. 66061

WILKINS, CHESTER. (C) 5118 Ranch Rd., Bartlesville, Okla. 74003

+WILKINSON TRIO. (R) 2840 18th St., Columbus, Ind. 47201 (full-
time)

WILLIAMS, G, W. (C) 2200 Elva Dr.. Kokomo, Ind. 46901

+WILLIAMS, LAWRENCE. (C) 6715 N.W. 30th Terr., Bethany,
Okla. 73008

WILSON, ROBERT J. (C) Rte. 2, Box 139, Lexington, Ala. 35648

WISE, DAVE. (R) c/o NPH (full-time)

¢WISEHART, LENNY i JOY. (C) c/o NPH*

WOLPE, JOSEPH P. (C) 3976 4th St.,, Riverside, Calif. 92501

WOOLMAN, J. L. (Retired) 1205 S.W. 62nd, Oklahoma City, Okla.
73139

WRIGHT, E. G. (C) Rte. 2, Box 363, Old Lincoln Way, Orrville, Ohio
44667

WYLIE, CHARLES. (C) Box 162, Winfield, Kans. 67156

WYRICK, DENNIS. (C) 603 Reed Dr., Frankfort, Ky. 40601

*YATES, BEN J. (R) 5709 Willow Terr. Dr., Bethel Park, Pa.
15102 (full-time)

"MONDAY NIGHT

)

FAMILY NIGHT"

T0

UNITE CHURCH and HOME

|N * Christian Education

* Spiritual Nurturing

Family Togetherness

Creative Resources—

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE

For a Christian "Family Life-style"
Available from your « Nazarene Publishing Flouse

See CFL brochure
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The Month Before Christmas

hristmas w ill soon be every-

where. Lights glowing, children
gazing, old folks sighing, teens smil-
ing . . . The smell of pine, candles,
and fresh-baked cookies filling the air
.. . Every home, church, school, and
store will echo with the sights,
sounds, and smells of this treasured
day.

As ministers’ wives, we are chief
participants in this celebration. At
home and church we can create an
atmosphere of happy preparedness.
Let me reiterate some simple sug-
gestions.

Start your Christmas preparation
early.

Christmas in our first pastorate
was a joyous time, but do you know
what | remember? Tears and frustra-
tions over trying to make shirts,
stuffed animals, aprons, and embroi-
dered pillowcases which | should

by
Frances Simpson

Pastor’'s Wife

Linwood Church of the
Nazarene

Wichita, Kans.

December, 1976

have started six months earlier.

The other thing | remember is
holding back tears during Christmas
play practice, as we—the crew—cut,
painted, and made props from card-
board boxes. Even we pastors’ wives
sometimes attempt greater projects
than our emotional maturity under-
writes. More seasoned advice would
be to start early, and, in some in-
stances, keep projects simple.
Relaxed simplicity is more beautiful
than disordered extravaganzas.

Make Christmas a family affair.
Since you are a minister's wife,
the church will probably get its pro-
per share of your time and energy
during the month of December.
Make sure your family does the
same. The first rule will help here.
Have the bulk of your baking fin-
ished and in the freezer ahead of
time. Then you can reserve an after-
noon for helping the children deco-
rate their favorite cookies. Have most
of the gifts bought and wrapped
early. This permits an evening of
family shopping and gift wrapping.
As you mark your calendar, re-
member Susie’s Christmas concert at
school and Jim’s request to have his
class over for a party. In our adult
celebration, we sometimes neglect to
give the children that which they
want most—time and attention.

17



Keep Christmas Christ-centered.

Much of what the commerical
world attaches to Christmas is ap-
pealing; but it is up to the church to
keep the season holy. Put up your
creche before you put up your Christ-
mas tree. Send religious cards or
insert a promise for the coming year.
Play the carols more often than
“Santa Claus Is Coming to Town.”
Be sure to have a family Christmas
Eve service. Make all the Christmas
activities at church a happy time for
your family.

Build some Christmas traditions.

A simple act can become very
meaningful as it is done every year in
the atmosphere of Christmas beauty.

I remember how much our family
wanted a creche. | went to the dime
store and bought three figures—
Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus for
39c each. My husband made a crude
stable out of plywood left from a
building project. The children gath-
eted straw and we had our creche.
Every Christmas thereafter, we se-
lected one figure for the creche until
we had shepherds, wise men, camels,
sheep, and donkeys. Today the
creche is priceless.

Rev. Sam Roberts, an Indiana
pastor, introduced us to the tradition
of having a special candle which we
light only on Christmas Eve as we
read the Christmas story together.
This pastor told how his children,
grown and married, would feel the

tug of the Christmas Eve scene
around the aging candle, and would
make last-minute trips home to hear
Father read the familiar words.

I like Kathryn Johnson’s tradition
of having the younger children act
out the Christmas story, using the
creche figures.

Adopt some time-honored custom
or create your own new and novel
idea. As you do it year after year, it
will become a cherished tradition.

Help create peace on earth, good-
will toward men.

As a minister’'s wife, you will do
some entertaining during the Christ-
mas season. This need not be elab-
orate or expensive, but plan well. If
you have the church board in, make
it a memorable evening by having
carolers stop by. Share Christmases
past by candlelight.

If you have ayoung adult class over
after church, plan for the children
who will be present. Turn out the
lights, sit around the fire (this keeps
the children still), recite “ 'Twas the
Night Before Christmas,” and let the
children share their excitement.

Experience Christmas in your own
heart.

Take time to bow anew at the
manger, knowing it has been trans-
formed into a throne via a cross. Let
His living presence radiate through
you to a busy, mixed-up world.

A family where a husband and wife love each other more deeply and
faithfully as years go by . . . where a husband can affirm his wife’s gifts
without thinking he is giving up his manhood . . . where a wife can joy-

fully adapt to her husband’s leadership and still be liberated .
children are a gift and not a burden . .
and not slavery to consumerism . .

.. where
. where simplicity is the keynote

. where security in Christ is so real

that children don’t have to be rushed off to private school to flee inte-
gration—that family is a powerful evangelistic statement before a word

is said. —Leighton Ford
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\Vaijgellstically

How Not to Conduct a Revival

By Lawrence H. Bone*

his article is written with a fer-
T vent hope that it may help some
of my brethren to be aware of some
basics of revival work that may be
overlooked.

Seldom, if ever, has the writer
experienced such chaos as was his
misfortune to experience in a recent
revival. The evangelist was enter-
tained in an adequate parsonage, and
the pastor and his wife unselfishly
gave their own room to him while
they slept on a less comfortable bed
in another room. Such unselfishness
is deeply appreciated.

However, two children, both under
six years of age, were allowed to so
dominate the household that at times
chaos reigned. These small children
were allowed to yell and pound the
table or high chair with silverware,
even while grace was being said.
They were allowed to interrupt con-
versations, run screaming through
the house, at times to throw temper
tantrums while the parents did little
or nothing to control them. Some-
times this crying and screaming went
on very late at night.

To compound the problem, these
children, together with others, were

*Nazarene evangelist, Covina, Calif.

December, 1976

allowed to create confusion during
church services, even though the
church had an adequate nursery and
play area.

There were no ushers—during the
week or on Sunday—stationed at the
rear of the sanctuary to meet, greet,
and seat people coming in. Nor was
there a greeter at the church en-
trance.

The church board frowned on tak-
ing offerings during the week, for fear
(they said) of offending visitors. It is
the writer’'s opinion, having served
both as pastor and evangelist, that
many of the people who visit our ser-
vices, want to help us financially. It
is a wise pastor who realizes that
friends of the church can help him
raise his revival budget.

The closing Sunday morning was
unbelievable. Five minutes were
taken out of the morning service to
take birthday offerings that should
have been taken in Sunday school.
Too much time was taken for an-
nouncements, and almost nothing
was said about the congregation
giving liberally to the revival offer-
ing, although the church had called
both an evangelist and singers, and
no offerings had been taken for six
nights.
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The evangelist preached following
two special musical numbers (isn't
one enough on revival Sunday mom-
nings?). He did his best to present
God’'s Word and show people their
needs. When he concluded his mes-
sage and had the congregation stand
for the invitation, he was shocked by
what followed.

Adults in charge of boys and girls
who had come on a bus (the children
were sitting in the center front seats
of the sanctuary) began herding the
children to the aisles and out of the
sanctuary. Had they waited 10 min-
utes, some of those boys and girls
might have given their hearts to
Christ. But those adults seemed
more intent on keeping a bus sched-
ule than in leading children to the
altar.

The damage of the interruption
was irreparable. The audience was
distracted. The singers sang the invi-
tation songs, and the evangelist
urgeci people to seek the Lord. One
child and one adult did come to the
altar. But one wonders if many more
might have come had they not been
so distracted. Whatever spirit of con-
viction had existed was destroyed by
sincere but unwise people.

One thing more needs to be added.
A visiting pastor whose evening ser-
vice was early enough to allow him to
drive 20 miles and visit the Sunday

night service was not even recognized
by the host pastor, even though he
came in before prayer time. The
writer was embarrassed both for the
visiting pastor and for the host pas-
tor.

Truth is stranger than fiction.
These things actually happened. In
hope of their not recurring, we offer
the following suggestions:

1. Give careful attention to 1 Tim-
othy 3:5, “(For if a man know not
how to rule his own house, how shall
he take care of the church of God?)”

2. Use good ushers during every
service.

3. Always have a greeter at the
door to welcome visitors—and regu-
lars too.

4. Give the friends of the church
opportunity to help in the revival
finances.

5. Try to train parents with small
children to use the nursery.

6. Delete all unnecessary items
from the Sunday morning revival
service.

7. Plan for children to stay for the
altar call, and encourage them to
seek the Lord when the invitation is
given.

8. Be cordial and courteous to vis-
iting pastors. Recognize them in the
service. Make them feel welcome.
They will do the same by you when
you visit their church.

My Morning Prayer

Lord, Your fields of ripened grain are so vast; Your orchards of
full, ripe fruit stretch as far as eye can see; Your vineyards are
loaded with ripened grapes; and Your gardens are filled with foods for

every need.

Please give me a basket and send me to the garden, field, orchard,
or vineyard of Your choosing, and | will faithfully gather there, and in
no other, and at the end of the day | will bring my gleanings to You.
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Your loving servant,
T. W. Willingham
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A Word About Forgiveness

In Collossians 2:13-15, The Living
Bible* gives us a beautiful resume of
forgiveness in these thoughts:

1. Forgiveness is the answer to the
deadness sin brings. “You were dead in
sins, and your sinful desires were not yet
cut away. Then he gave you a share in
the very life of Christ, for he forgave all
your sins” (v. 13).

2. There is a clearing up of the charges
against life. “. . . for he forgave all your
sins, and blotted out the charges proved
against you. . He took this list of
sins and destroyed it by nailing it to
Christ’'s cross” (vv. 13-14).

3. There is a new way open to Him.
Two phrases suggest this: “. . .he gave
you a share in the very life of Christ”
(v. 13), and “God openly displayed to the
whole world Christ's triumph at the
cross” (v. 15).

Help from a Great Preacher

Helmut Thielicke, the great German
preacher, once confided to a friend:
“ Every conversation | engage in becomes
at bottom a meditation, a preparation, a
gathering of material for my preaching.”

You and | must gather daily from our
experiences, our study, our reading, our
conversations, and our observations those

*The Living Bible, copyright © 1971, Tyndale
House Publishers, Wheaton, 111 Used by permission.

By C. Neil Strait

Pastor, Taylor Avenue
Church of the Nazarene
Racine, Wis.
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choice items that will add a dimension to
our preaching. And that man who is not
gathering has nothing to share.

The Motto of Life

Ann Kiemel, in her recent book | Love
the Word Impossible, gives us the perfect
illustration and sermon idea for a holi-
ness message. This is what she writes:
“The motto of my life is YES, LORD.
Anytime, anywhere. Yes to whatever He
wants, wherever He leads” (p. 93).

The Goal of Every Preacher

Someone writing of Abigail Adams’
letters and speeches of two centuries
past, concluded that they had “an inabil-
ity to be dull.”

Of few—so very few—will this ever be
said. But that it could be our goal would
be a great boost to our ministry and our
preaching.

A Good lllustration

Lawrence Housman, in his autobiog-
raphy, The Unexpected Years, tells of a
rehearsal incident during a stage play on
the Nativity. The scene had moved to the
time when wise men were paying their
visit to the Christ child. The script called
for all the lights to be switched off as they
left, except the light over the manger. A
stagehand accidently hit all the switches,
and the entire stage was in darkness. A
voice rang out, “Here, you've switched off
Jesus!”

A Word for the Preacher

I close this month’s column with the
words of Dean Tilroe, Syracuse Univer-
sity. He gave this advice, just before his
death, to Dr. Norman Vincent Peale:
“Never make a speech that you don’t tell
people that they can have a great life.”

That's good advice. May this be true
of your preaching and mine.

Junkyards and Parks
Harold E. Kohn, in his book Best
Wishes, passes along this interesting ob-
servation. “A junkyard and a park sym-
bolize two contrasting kinds of living—
jumbled and purposeful. The junkyard’s
ugliness is found chiefly in its disorder.
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The stuff that is there may be old and
broken, but its ugliness is not in its age or
disrepair, for the goods in an antique
shop are old and yet often beautiful, and
material stacked neatly in a repair shop
may be broken without being unsightly.

IN T1

Seedsfor

December 5

JESUS NEVER MEETS A STRANGER

Text: “And when Jesus came to the
place, he looked up, and saw him, and
said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste,
and come down; for to day | must abide
at thy house” (Luke 19:5).

One of the nicest compliments a person
can receive is that he is so well adjusted
socially that he never meets a stranger.
Even if it is a first meeting, the extra-
friendly person makes the new acquaint-
ance feel so much at ease that the closing
remark of their first contact will be
“ Seems like | have known you for a long
time.” Also, the extrafriendly person
never waits for a formal introduction but
engages the other person in conversation
from the moment their paths cross. Such
friendliness is a wonderful social quality

by

Mendell Taylor

Professor of History of
Christianity, Nazarene

Theological Seminary,
Kansas City

More than any other feature, it is the
disorderliness of a junkyard that makes
it ugly” (p. 69).

You could draw the contrast between
the chaos of sin and the creation of the
new birth from Kohn's observation.

STUDY

Sermons

to possess. All of the admirable social
qualities mentioned above exemplify the
way Jesus approaches people. He never
meets a stranger. This is clearly demon-

strated in His relationship with Zac-
chaeus. Zacchaeus, thinking he was a
total stranger and completely out of

Jesus’ range of vision, discovered three
things about Jesus’ attitude toward him.

I. He Sees M e—" He looked up, and saw
him.” Zacchaeus thought Jesus was so
absorbed in the swirling commotion of
the crowd surrounding Him that He
would never glance upward. But Jesus
located him in his obscure place of hid-
ing. This lets us know that Jesus does not
overlook anyone. Some people think they
are so worthless and insignificant that no
one ever looks their way. They think of
themselves as the forgotten person, or the
handicapped person, or the displaced
person. This negative approach is com-
pletely turned around when Jesus enters
the picture. He has a way of letting each
person know that He overlooks no one,
sees everyone, and has an interest in
each.

1. He Knows Me—*"and said unto him,
Zacchaeus Jesus had never been
introduced to Zacchaeus, nor had their
paths crossed before, yet Jesus knew him
by his first name. This was the surprise
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of a lifetime—to be called by name by a
person he had never seen before. This was
an unforgettable moment. All of us take
pride in the important people with whom
we are on a first-name basis. Each of us
is on a first-name relationship with the
most important Person who has ever
lived on the planet Earth. What a thrill
it is to be on such a personal and intimate
relationship with Jesus that He knows us
by our first names.

Ill. He Loves Me—*“for to day | must
abide at thy house.” This was the great-
est discovery that Zacchaeus made—
namely, He wants to have fellowship with
me; He wants to be with me and my
family. Jesus is no respecter of persons,
so He desires to have you know that He
loves you and wants to live in your heart.
At the same time, He desires to live in
your home and make that home circle one
in Christian fellowship. When He is a
part of the home, everything will go
better in the push and pull of the daily
exchange.

Conclusion: You are really somebody on
the social register of the Lord. You are
important enough that He never over-
looks you. He knows you by first name.
You are the type of person He wants to
keep company with.

December 12

WHEN GOD’S SON WAS DEMOTED

Text: “Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with
God: but made himself of no reputation,
and took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men”
(Phil. 2:6-7).

We show our love for our sons by want-
ing them to have better educational ad-
vantages than we have had; by having a
higher standard of living than we have
had; by having a better home and fur-
nishings than we have had. But at the
divine level, God reversed this order and
allowed His Son to be demoted so He
could show to what lengths His love
would go to reveal himself to mankind.
At the Christmas season, we are re-
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minded that when God's Son stepped
down to identify himself with sinful man,
the departing word from the Father was:
“Give them all My love.” There are three
reasons He was willing to lay aside His
equality with the Father and make him-
self of nd reputation:
I. He Stepped Down Sin
S0 We Could Partake of the Righ-
teousness of God.

As God’s greatest Christmas present to
mankind, Jesus was gift-wrapped in the
clay of humanity. He became like us at
every point, even to the degree that He
became sin (without committing sin) so
that we could step up to the level of
sharing the righteousness of God. Sin is
always considered as separation from
God, or estrangement from God, or alien-
ation from God. This is exactly what
Jesus became as He was on the Cross and
had to cry out in the deepest agony: “ My
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Also,
on the way to the Cross He fell in the dust
of the road, and this symbolized to us
that He went as far down in the dirt and
filth of sin as a man can go so He could
lift the worst of sinners to the level of
receiving the righteousness of God.

to Become

Il. He Stepped Down to the Lowest
Level of Poverty So We Could Partake
of the Riches of God.

He became so poverty-stricken that He
had no place to lay His head. He did not
have a coin to pay the small amount of
tax. He had to beg for a cup of water to
slake His thirst. He was so poor that He
had to earn His living by the sweat of His
brow, with corns in His hands as He
worked with a carpenter’'s hammer.
Through His poverty He identified him-
self completely with us so we could par-
take of the riches of the Lord’s grace and
love and power. Jesus tells us in John
16:15 that what the Father has is His;
and what is His will be shown to us by the
Holy Spirit, so that everything He has is
made available to us. This enables us to
be all-sufficient and to abound in all
things, unto all good works.

HIl. He Stepped Down to Become the
Son of Man So We Could Become Sons
of God.

He became what we are so we in turn
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could become what He is. He became
one with us so we could be one with Him.
He partook of our humanity so we could
become partakers of His divine nature.
He became finite so we could share in the
infinite. He became involved in the tem-
poral so we could participate in the
eternal.

Conclusion: His demotion makes it pos-
sible for us to be promoted. His coming
down to our level makes it possible for
us to be lifted to a divine level. His
taking on the form of a servant makes it
possible for us to reign as priests and
kings.

December 19
FOUR WAYS OF TREATING JESUS

Text: “. .. they [the wise men] saw the
young child with Mary his mother, and
fell down, and worshipped him: and when
they had opened their treasures, they
presented unto him gifts; gold, and frank-
incense, and myrrh” (Matt. 2:11).

Jesus is the most unique personality in
the history of the world. Every person is
confronted by Him in one way or another,
at one time or another. At the time He
arrived on this enemy-infested globe,
there were four attitudes taken toward
Him, and everyone in our world today
will be in one class or the other. The four
possible ways of treating Him are as
follows:

1. Ignore Him—This is the way the inn-
keeper treated Him. He let the parents
of Jesus know that there was no room
available for them to occupy even though
the mother was in labor. (This may be
the first and most famous of all “No
Vacancy” signs.) The innkeeper could
have made some shifts and rearranged
his guests to make room for one more
family if he had thought the guests were
important enough to warrant this change.
But he was ready to ignore the One who
was destined to become the most dis-
tinguished name possible to have on a
guest list. In today’s world, many people
live such overcrowded lives that they
have no room for Jesus. Thus they ignore
Him.
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Il. Deplore Him—This is the way Herod
treated Him. Herod did everything with-
in his power to destroy Jesus. He wanted
to run everything his own way, and he
thought there was a possibility that Jesus
might someday rival him in rulership. He
was so threatened by his fears of Jesus
that he ordered all babies destroyed so
there would be no chance for His surviv-
al. This is the same spirit that caused
Jesus to be crucified 33 years later. The
mob said: “We deplore Him because He
is setting aside our traditions and cus-
toms, and we want to run our religion our
way.” That is the spirit that crucifies the
Lord afresh today: “We want to be our
own bosses and operate our lives the way
we want.”

I1l. Explore Him—This is the way the
shepherds reacted. They made haste to
the place where He was born so they
could “See this thing which is come to
pass” (Luke 2:15). They wanted to be
classified as observers. They were curious
enough to want to see the unfolding dra-
ma of Jesus’ birth, but they were not
attracted enough to make a commitment
to Him. They were glad to be classified
only as spectators. Many in our contem-
porary scene are in this class. They read
about Jesus just to find out about Him
as a historical figure, but they never go
beyond this in their relationship to Him.

IV. Adore Him—This was the attitude of
the three wise men who came into His
presence and “fell down, and worshipped
him: and . . . opened their treasures” to
Him. They went all out in their over-
whelming desire to worship Him as Lord
of all. They gave Him the best they pos-
sessed because they wanted to demon-
strate that they loved Him without reser-
vation. They went overboard to reveal
how much they adored Him. This is the
wisest choice any person can make. Just
as the wise men went home a different
way, so when we adore Him as Lord, we
go home a different person with a differ-
ent attitude.

Conclusion: The best way to celebrate
Christmas Sunday, 1976, is to move into
the presence of Jesus and let Him know
that we love Him, we worship Him, we
adore Him with all of our being.
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December 26
WHERE DO YOU STOP LISTENING?

Text: . and they have slain them
which shewed before of the coming of the
Just One; of whom ye have been now the
betrayers and murderers” (Acts 7:52).

The background for this text is the
occasion when Stephen is being tried be-
fore the religious leaders of his day. They
gave him a chance to speak in his own
behalf before they rendered a verdict re-
garding his future. Stephen spoke for
about 10 minutes as he recounted the way
God had dealt with His chosen people.
Stephen called attention to the fact that
the God of the Jewish nation was a re-
vealing God, a communicating God, a
convenant-keeping God, and the God of
miracles. His listeners were captivated by
his review of the way God had manifested
himself in the stream of Jewish history.
However, they turned him off the mo-
ment he referred to Jesus as the Just One
and to the fact that they were guilty of
destroying this divine Messiah. They
stopped listening and built insurmount-
able walls of resistance when the speaker
touched the area of their prejudices and
pet peeves. This same audience response
occurs today when the minister declares
a truth that cuts across the personal
interests and prejudiced opinions of the
listeners.

However, we are the losers if we stop
listening to the truth because it is cross-
grained with our unexamined conclu-
sions. Truth is to be followed, even if it
hurts, if we are going to be at our best for
the Lord and have His best in our lives.
If we stop listening when any of the fol-
lowing subjects are brought up, we pay a
heavy penalty for our hostility because
we may walk back of light or disobey the
command of God.

1. Repentance, restitution, or confes-
sion to clear up the past record

2. Consecration, commitment, or sur-
render to the full will of God

3. Separation from the world to show
the lordship of Christ

4. Faithful attendance to the means of
grace

5. Sabbath observance

6. Faithful in stewardship in the areas
of our time, talent, and treasure
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7. Visitation evangelism, witnessing,
and person-to-person contacts

8. Christlikeness in word and deed, in
the home, in the school, in business

9. Honesty, integrity, and fidelity in
family relationships

10. Bible reading, family devotions,
and “taking time to be holy”

Other items too numerous to mention
can be brought into focus as the local
needs are considered.

Conclusion: This checklist reveals how
open we are to light from the word of the
Lord and to guidance by the Holy Spirit.
We must keep our lives squared with
these basic principles if we keep pace
with the Lord’s plan for our lives. Only
as we walk in the light, saying a positive
YES to the Lord as He leads the way, will
we discover the pathway that is brighter
and brighter until the perfect day.

1 Corinthians 16

“ Collection” (16:1-2)

The first thing we would note is that
“collection” (v. 1) and “gathering” (v. 2)
in the KJV is the same word in the
Greek and obviously should be translated
the same way in both places.

The Greek word is logeia (only here in
NT). Deissmann says: “It comes from
logevo, ‘I collect,” a verb which, like the
derivate, was found for the first time
comparatively recently in papyri,
ostraca, and inscriptions from Egypt and
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elsewhere. We find it used chiefly of reli-
gious collections for a god, a temple,
etc., just as St. Paul uses it of his col-
lection of money for the ‘saints’ at Jeru-
salem” (LAE, p. 105).

In verse 2 we have a hint of Christian
tithing. On the first day of the week each
one was to “set aside a sum of money in
keeping with his income” (NIV).*

“Liberality” or “Gift”? (16:3)

In only one other place in the KJV is
the word “liberality” found (2 Cor. 8:2).
There the Greek is haplotes, which liter-
ally means “simplicity” or “sincerity.”

But here it is a very different Greek
word, charis. Occurring 156 times in the
NT, it is translated “grace” 130 times.
Here most recent versions have “gift,”
which is obviously the meaning in this
context. But since there are other Greek
words that simply mean “gift” in the
sense of something given, the most ade-
guate translation here would be “gra-
cious gift.”

These three verses suggest three prin-
ciples governing our giving. First, it is to
be systematic—'"upon the first day of the
week” (v. 2). Second, it is to be propor-
tionate—as one is prospered (v. 2). Third,
it is to be voluntary—a gracious gift,
given freely (v. 3). God does not want
what is given grudgingly but what is
given gladly. Paul did not want to put on
the pressure when he arrived.

“Conduct” or “Send” ? (16:11)

“Conduct him forth” (KJV) suggests
something formal and public. The verb
propempo does have this meaning in Acts
20:38; 21:5. But for this passage Arndt
and Gingrich give: “help on one’sjourney
with food, money, be arranging for com-
panions, means of travel, etc., send on
one's way” (p. 716). “Send him on his
way” (NASB,** NIV) is the simplest
translation.

“Quit You like Men” (16:13)
This is all one word in Greek, andri-
zesthe (only here in NT). Arndt and

<From The New International Version, copyright
© 1973 by New York Bible Society International.
Used by permission.

**From the New American Standard Bible, copy-
right © The Lockman Foundation, 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971.
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Gingrich define this verb as “conduct
oneself in a manly or courageous way”
(p. 63). Abbott-Smith has simply “play
the man” (p. 35). This verb occurs fre-
guently in the Septuagint, three times
(2 Ssam. 10:12; Ps. 27:14; 31:25) in com-
bination with “be strong” (krataiousthe),
as here. Robertson and Plummer (ICC)
render the two “Be not only manly but
mighty” (p. 394).

“Charity” or “Love”? (16:14)
The correct translation is: “Do every-
thing in love” (NIV). That is a most
significant command for all of us!

A Good Addiction (16:15)

In these days of addiction to drugs,
alcohol, and tobacco, it is refreshing to
read of a family that “addicted them-
selves to the ministry of the saints.”
These first converts of Paul in Achaia
(specifically Corinth) were now minis-
tering to others.

The verb is etaxan, “arranged, ordered,
appointed.” Robertson and Plummer
(ICC) comment: “They had spontane-
ously taken this service upon themselves.
Just as the brethren appointed (etaxan)
that Paul and Barnabas and others
should go to Jerusalem about the ques-
tion of circumcision (Acts 15:2), so
Stephanas and his household appointed
themselves (etaxan heautous) to the ser-
vice of their fellow-Christians. It was a
self-imposed duty” (p. 395).

Such spontaneous consecration to a
ministry to others is an expression of true
love. Probably the best translation today
is “devoted themselves” (NASB, NIV).
This kind of Christian devotion seems to
be increasing in the church, and for this
we are devoutly thankful.

“Anathema” (16:22)

In most other places in the NT this
word is translated “accursed” (see our
comments on Rom. 9:3 and Gal. 1:8). But
here it is transliterated from the Greek.
The one who does not love the Lord Jesus
Christ is under a divine curse. (Paul is
addressing professing Christians.) Behm
says that the word means “something de-
livered up to divine wrath, dedicated to
destruction and brought under a curse”
(TDNT, 1:354).
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“Maran-atha” (16:22)

In the KJV there is not punctuation
between Anathema and Maran-atha,
though there should obviously be a peri-
od. A. T. Robertson says, “It was a curi-
ous blunder in the King James Version
that connected Maran-atha with Ana-
thema” (WP, 4:204).

The Bible Society Greek text has
Marana tha. According to Edgar J. Good-
speed, the first edition of the KJV (1611)
read, “Let him bee Anathema Marana-
tha,” with no separation in the last word
(Problems of NT Translation, p. 166).

Arndt and Gingrich say that Mar-
an-atha means “[our] Lord has come.”
But they immediately add “better sepa-
rated marana tha . . . [our] Lord, come!
an Aramaic formula which, according to
Didache 10:6, was used in the early
Christian liturgy of the Lord’s Supper”
(p. 492).

The Didache (pronounced dee-da-kay)
comes from the second century. The pas-
sage cited is a part of the Thanksgiving
that was to be repeated aloud at the close
of the Communion service. The people
were to say: “Hosannah to the God of
David. If any man be holy, let him come!
if man be not, let him repent: Marana-
tha, Amen” (The Apostolic Fathers
[“Loeb Classical Library”], 1:325). A
footnote in this Loeb edition reads: “A
transliteration of Aramaic words mean-
ing ‘Our Lord! Come!"”

This Didache passage reminds us of the
closing promise and prayer of the NT
(Rev. 22:20): “‘Yes, | am coming quick
ly.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus” (NASB).

Robertson and Plummer (ICC) call at-
tention to a slight problem. They write:
“Why St. Paul gives this warning in
Aramaic rather than Greek [writing to
Corinth] is unknown. The most probable
conjecture is that in this language it had
become a sort of motto or password
among Christians, and familiar in that
shape, like ‘Alleluia’ with ourselves”
(p. 401). The Didache seems to give some
support to this view.

It is our privilege and responsibility to
live in constant expectation of our Lord’s
return. This attitude is one of the strong-
est safeguards against carelessness in
conduct, and it also is a powerful incen-
tive to devoted service for our Master.
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The Child of Bethlehem

There are 333 detailed
prophecies about Christ’s first advent.

Introduction:

Text: “Thy holy child Jesus, whom thou
has anointed” (Acts 4:27).

I. The child of prophetic promise
(Gen. 3:15; Mic. 5:2; Luke 1:30-33;
Gal. 4:5)

II. The man of fervent prayer (Luke
18:1; John 17)

HI. The child of divine purpose (lIsa.
9:6-7)
IV. The man of spiritual power: “All

power is given unto me . ..” (Matt.
28:18-20).

V. The child of enduring preeminence
(Col. 1:18).

VI. This child made the gospel possible
(Matt. 1:23; Luke 2:7-10).

VII. Christ brings the evangel at Christ-
mas (Luke 2:7-25).

Christ is beyond Bethlehem now, be-
yond all sufferings and a fulfilled earthly
ministry (John 19:30). But He works
through His own servants divine miracles
to the glory of God.

Joseph T. Larson

Try This ldea-

Christmas Project

Looking for a way your church can give
a little extra to missions during the
Christmas season?

Why not enlist your young people to
set up a post office in the church foyer?
Announce to the church members that
they are to address their Christmas cards
and bring them to the church Christmas
post office. The money which would have
been used for postage is given to a special
missionary offering. The young people
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are responsible to sort through the cards,
stack them according to names, and tie
them in bundles. At a designated time
the church families stop by the post office
and pick up their cards.

A way to save even more for missions
would be to have the young people make
and set up a giant Christmas card in the
foyer. The church people may sign their
names to this card and give the money for
both cards and postage to a special mis-
sionary project. The young people should
be on hand during all services to collect
the money.

Betty B. Robertson

BULLETIN BARREL

CHRISTMAS

We are in danger of losing the awe, the
wonder, the praise of true worship by
failing to keep before us constantly the
mystery and glory of the Incarnation.

— William Greathouse

Let's approach Christmas with an
expectant hush, rather than a last-
minute rush.

In Denmark, people say to one another
at Christmastime, “May God bless your
Christmas, and may it last until Easter. ”
That's much better than ourjolly “Merry
Christmas,” isn't it?

GIFT OF ALL GIFTS

The great Gift, the unique and living
One, is not a thing but a person. It is
Jesus Christ himself. In Him God has
given himself, no longer just things which
He creates or has created, but His own
person, His own suffering, His own soli-
tude, given unto death itself. He declared
it himself, just before turning to face His
cross, “Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends.” This Gift of all gifts is the self-
commitment of God himself, who carried
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it through to the bitter end so that we
may entrust ourselves to it.

The almost unbelievable news of the
revelation is that it really is a gift. It is
free, without reservation and without re-
call. Whatever our virtues may be, what-
ever may be our times of repentance, they
all would be unequal to the payment of
such a treasure. Thus it is that God offers
it freely. He is the One who has paid its
price, in the death of His Son. The era-
sure of all our failings and all our re-
morse, of all our regrets and our rebel-
lion—what a gift it is! The redemption of
all our joys about to be swallowed up in
death, and their fulfillment in eternal joy
itself—what a gift indeed!

—Paul Tournier

A CHRISTMAS CANDLE
A Christmas candle is a lovely thing;
It makes no noise at all,
But softly gives itself away—
While quite unselfish, it grows
small.
—Eva Nickolson

Said the Spider to the Fly

Once a spider built a beautiful web. He
kept it clean and shiny so that flies would
patronize it and not get suspicious.

Then one day this fairly intelligent fly
came buzzing by the clean spider web.
Old man spider called out, “Come and
sit.” But the fairly intelligent fly said,
“No, sir. | don’t see other flies, and | am
not going in alone!”

But presently he saw on the floor below
a large crowd of flies dancing on a piece of
brown paper. He was delighted! So he
came in for a landing.

Just before he landed, a bee zoomed
by, saying, “Don’t land there, stupid!
That's flypaper!” But the fairly intelli-
gent fly shouted back, “Don’t be silly.
Those flies are dancing. There's a big
crowd there. Everybody’s doing it. That
many flies can’'t be wrong!” Well, you
know what happened.

Some of us want to be with the crowd
so badly that we end up in a mess. What
does it profit a fly (or a person) if he
escapes the web only to end up in the
glue?

The Log
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Questions Answered About the Doctor of Ministry
Degree, Williard Taylor, 0-6

R
Revival Preparation, J. Melton Thomas, Ju-12
Role of the Rural Church, The, H. Lamar Smith, JI-12
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Shall We Preach on Hell? Allen Bowman. Ju-3
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O. Galloway, D-8

Social Security: Cause for concern, Not Alarm, Dean
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Some Pitfalls of the Youth Ministry, David Mac-
Donald D-9

Spiritual Illumination, Pascal P. Belew, F-19
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Hutchens, Michael, Sermon Series from 1 John,
0-30
Keefer, Deri G., Father's Day Outlines, Ju-27;
Holiness Skeleton Outlines, My-29; Sermon
Starters for Independence Day, JI-28; Thanks-
giving Outlines, N-28
Keeton, Harold E., Forgive Us Our Debts, S-27
Larson, Joseph T., Child of Bethlehem, D-28
Myers, Gene, God’s Great Possibility Promise,
Ju-29
Noel, Frank A., Sr., A Personal Psalm, Au-29
Sellars, Michael, Barabbas—A Type of Carnality,
0-30; Consecration, M-28; The Dregs in the
Cup, 0-30; Simplicity of Salvation, Au-29
Stearman, Tim, Come Before Winter, N-28
Swank, J. Grant, Jr., Second Coming Scriptures,
S-28; Order of Easter Sunrise Service, A-27;
What Would you Do When Going to Die? Ju-28
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To a Sleeping Preacher’s Kid, William Steward, Ju-
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Toward a Theology of Resurrection, C. S. Cowles,
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Game," Richard S. Taylor, N-13

U
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w
Warm Yourself at the Fire of God, George Privett,
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Watching the Wicked Succeed, William Goodman,
N-5

Wesley and Ecclesiastical
Shelton, D-13

Wesley Urges Kindness to Drunkards, Donald D.
Wood, F-9

WESLEYANA
Failing, George E., How to Witness to Holiness,
My-17; Introduction of Methodism’s Camp
Meeting and Mourners' Bench, J-11; Predesti-
nation, Sinlessness, and Imputation, N-19
Nicholson, John Wesley on Inward Sin, A-12;
John Wesley: Salvation from Inward and Out-
ward Sin, (2 parts), JI-17; Au-10
Shelton, R. Larry, Character of a Methodist, S-6;
John Wesley and Family Religion, M-10; Wesley
and Ecclesiastical Separation, D-13
Wood, Donald D., Coming to Terms with Death,
Ju-10; Wesley Urges Kindness to Drunkards,
F-9
Whoa, Preacher, Harold DeMott, JI-5
William Cooke—A Model for Holiness Preachers,
Herbert McGonigle, D-3
Worry, C. D. Hansen, 0-21

Separation, R. Larry

» The Sanctifying Saviour
Lifting Up Christ, the Sanctifying Sav-
iour, is a worthy theme for a holiness
church.

Is Sin an Entity?

Definition can never be permitted to
take the place of explanation. And that
requires explanation.

The Spiritual Education of Children at
Home

John Wesley, one of 19, had no chil-
dren of his own. But he did leave some
valuable advice.

The Speechless Messenger

An expectant people, a troubled
preacher, and a day that went without
a divine message.
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This has been a historic year for our magazine. It marks
our fiftieth anniversary since its beginnings in 1926, and it
has been a glorious year in our history. Our readers are
thoughtful and gracious in their comments and criticisms,
and our contributors are writing better articles as time goes
by. A special word of thanks is due to Dr. Mendell Taylor for
his year-long series, “Seeds for Sermons.” Many have ex-
pressed appreciation for the fresh ideas in these sermon start-
ers. And we like your title so well, we just may borrow it for
the continuation of this series, if you don't mind, Doctor. Our
friend and brother, Rev. Mark E. Moore, of Sylvania, Ohio,
will present “ Seeds,” beginning in January. And the names
of many others to whom we owe a debt of thanks would take
more space than our magazine could provide, so we say to
all of them, and to all of you, may this Christmas season be a
joy and the New Year a time of rich blessing.

Yours for souls,
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