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there is intensity of conviction and a deep sense of its vital
importance, the maintenance of a judicial mind and a pa-
tient, charitable attitude towards those who differ from us,
is often extremely difficult. In this respect the ‘Apostle Paul
furnishes us with a bright and out-standing example. We
know from his own wiritings that the great truths concern-
ing redemption and the Church of God were specially re-
vealed to him, as a vessel chosen to make them known
amongst men, and it is quite clear from his writings that
his apprehension of these divine mysteries permeated his
whole being. How intensely then must he have felt the
coldness and apathy with which his teaching was met in
some quarters, to say nothing of the suspicion and even
opposition shown by certain sections of the Christian com-
munity, It is easy to imagine that the temptation must
sometimes have come-to him with no little strength, to cease
from the endeavor to maintain fellowship with the churches
in Judea, amongst whom his doctrines seem to have made
little, if any progress. So far from yielding to this temp-
tation, we find Paul habitually seeking, as opportunity of-
fered, to strengthen the ties between himself and his breth-
rén at Jerusalem. Is there a famine in Judea? We find
him exhorting the Gentile churches to collect money, and
he devotes time and care to seeing that these contributions
are safely sent to those in need of them. He seems to have
realized that the manifestation of practical kindness will
often go much further to disarm prejudice and overcome
opposition than the most dexterous use of logic and other
weapons drawn from the armory of the controversialist.

This brings us to the second expression employed in our
text as descriptive of God, namely, the God “of consola-
tion.” This latter word in the original conveys the idea
of the ministry of the Paraclete, the one who will stand

~ by another to strengthen, support and comfort fn the mani-
fold trials of life. In order to act thus towards those who
differ from us, thexg is, indeed, need of divine grace in
the heart. We are not only to bear with what we conceive
to be the mistakes and opposition of others; we are, as we
have opportunity, to be actively kind towards them, to stand
by them in their difficulties. By so doing, we shall often
find that their hearts and their minds have become opened
in a way that would otherwise be quite impossible.

Again, as those who differ from us perceive that our
minds are open to receive with respect and consideration,
such facts and arguments as they may be led to bring for-
ward, it will become easier for them to adopt a similar at-
titude towards ourselves. If, on the other hand, our minds
are virtually-clesed against the possible reception of fur-
ther Jlight, this will inevitably react upon those whom we
are endeavoring to influence. It is true of us all that we
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“Trust ye in the LORD forever: for in the 1.ORD JE-
HOVAH 13 everlasting strength.” Isa. 26:4.

THE SECRET OF VICTORY

At the request of one of our contributing editors we are
repeating the article under the above caption, and which
was written by Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. We published
this-article more than a year ago, but it is very opportune
at the present tlme Thu ig a time of especial stress and

evez'-y tesﬁnz tims and every circumstance. We can honor
Him by appropriating His rich provision for us. The
article follows: .

There has been a good deal of superficial thought and
teaching as to what victory is—the victory that only God
can give us (1 Corinthians 15167). We may have many
victories, and yet not have victory.

Victory is a new kind of freedom from the power of
sin. It is freedom accomplished, not by our willpower, not
by our determination, not by our effort, not by our fighting
against the power of sin. It is accomplished by our fight-
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ordinary fight at all; it is not setting our mind and will to
resist the power of sin—if we do that we are defeated
before we start—but it is being still and letting God show
us that he is God.

There is an Old Testament chapter that records one of
the most extraordinary and blessed fights and victories in
all history. Like so much else in the Old Testament, it is

"a marvelous picture of the spiritual victory of the New
Testament. ‘Be sure to read it through for yourself—the
first thirty verses of 2 Chronicles 20. There is the fight
of the entire New Testament. “The battle is not yours,
but GM’ ”
For the life of victory is accomplished by grace, not by
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